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Twin Cities Model Railroad
Museum Night Trains

The Hennepin Overland
Railroad Museum (2501
East 38th St., Minneapolis 55406) is a gem of
model railroading that is
available to the general
public in the Twin Cities
but that is little known to
folks who aren’t in regu-
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Every Christmas season, we in the Twin Cities have a wonderful opportunity to enjoy model railroading at its best. The Twin Cities Model
Railroad Museum presents a night train in which the house lights go
down, and the layout and train lights come up. No better way to insert
one’s self into a train layout exists. There is little ambient distraction.
You are in that train, or you are standing by that track as it goes by.
The big O-gauge trains lend themselves to such fantasies.
Though Christmas has gone for this year, the night trains will continue
to run every Saturday night until February 22, affording those of us
who were “too busy” to get there several more chances to experience
them and to take youngsters who in this day of electronic “virtual”
events can see some of your virtual experiences.
Photo by TCMRM

Building Downtown Sublime , Nighttime
By Art Hill

(Part 3)

I wanted a night scene, so I learned about lighting. I
first tried 12-volt lights. I used solid copper wire as an
internal buss bar and soldered the whole light bar together and slipped it in the center of the building. I then
tried light towers out of styrene, acrylic and a broom
(Continued on page 4)
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Board of Directors
For all Division business or questions:
Superintendent
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super@tcdnmra.org
To volunteer to give a clinic:
Asst Superintendent
Jim Buck
asuper@tcdnmra.org
To volunteer for a train show or
“Timetable” entries:
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Wayne Bjorlie
clerk@tcdnmra.org
For membership problems,
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subscription / address problems,
or website issues:
Paymaster
Eric Boone
tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net
For article or photo submissions:
THE CROSSI NG GAT E Editor
Wayne Bjorlie
editor@tcdnmra.org
For hobby shop or door prize questions:
Public Relations
Dave Hohle
pr@tcdnmra.org
Director at Large
Bill Dredge
assistant@tcdnmra.org

Chairpersons
For Golden Spike or
NMRA Certificate questions:
NMRA Achievement Program
Dave Hamilton
763-449-0058
ap@tcdnmra.org
To volunteer your layout for a tour,
or suggest one:
Layout Tour Chairperson
Arthur Hill
tours@tcdnmra.org
Education Chairperson
Open Position
ed@tcdnmra.org
Popular Vote Contest Chairperson
Steve Nitti

Superintendent Zieska yielded his space to our Paymaster.
The 2013 Christmas auction pulled in $683.50. After I deposited everything,
our bank balance stood at $1,724.76. Our only significant annual expense is
$560 for rental of the roundhouse, which we have already paid for this year.
Any thoughts on what we might use some of this extra money for? As Paymaster, I do like to keep around $800 on hand in case our door prize income
falls off, but just letting the rest of these funds sit around seems contrary to the
mission of our organization.
Last year we bought the nice projector and video equipment to allow recording and projection of our presentations. That was definitely a good use of our
funds. I would like to use some of the current funds to promote our organization, the hobby, railroad preservation, and/or railroad history. TCD members,
your input is important in deciding among worthy projects.
Here are a few ideas. We don’t need to do all or any of them, but I just wanted to throw them out.
o After the web page is updated, we should use some targeted web based advertising to promote ourselves. Google and Facebook would be good places to
start. You pay per click, can control who sees the ads geographically and with
keywords, and can limit the dollars. This can be very cost effective if set up
properly.
o Advertise in the newspaper, although this may not be as cost effective given
our niche.
o Donate to the Minnesota Transportation Museum and Jackson Street Roundhouse.
o Sponsor a model railroad show like the one coming up in Eagan.
Perhaps we can set aside a few minutes at the next TCD meeting to discuss
these and other ideas.
Eric Boone, Paymaster
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THE CROSSI NG GAT E is pu b lished quarterly by the Twin Cities
Division of the Thousand Lakes Region of the National Model Railroad
Association. Material may be reprinted with permission.
Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be enthusiastically accepted! The preferred
format would be in Rich Text Format
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we
will accept any format (from a PC or
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed,
or handwritten). Send it to your editor by regular mail to THE CROSSI NG GAT E, 1922 C hr istensen Ave,
W. St. Paul, MN 55118, or by email to
editor@tcdnmra.org.

There you have it: we appear to have some resources available for us to do
something as a group, to create a small impact on… on what? On whom?
Our purchase last year of video and audio equipment has enhanced our regular meetings greatly. Clinics can now be seen and heard by all members who
attend the meetings. Demonstrations are easy to follow. However, to use
that great equipment, we need programs. Without programs, there is, in effect, no meeting.
The Twin Cities Division has been fortunate in that members have been able
to rely on a handful of people who have stepped forward to organize and pre(Continued on page 3)

2

The Crossing Gate

(Continued from page 2)

sent clinics and demonstrations. They work hard on our behalf and deserve our thanks. Recent successes have
even caused our attendance to rise to the point where outward appearances would suggest we are a vibrant
group. However, an organization such as ours needs constant hard work.
Perhaps, TCD has been through this phase a few times before. No organization can succeed over the long term
if most of its members remain passive consumers and do not occasionally produce something for the group.
Leaders and producers burn out and even go away. Members get bored and disappear without new programs.
The model railroad hobby may well be among the more difficult interest groups in which to build and maintain
a group identity and a common goal. It lends itself to individual activity that can be pursued in small time increments as one’s daily life might permit. Once basic skills have been mastered, there is little need for group interaction. Even more accomplished modelers who can hold large operating sessions do so with a fixed group of
similar individuals and with little need for wider participation.
One source of growth in the hobby is that formerly uninitiated individuals somehow catch the idea of model
railroading and seek to enhance their own enjoyment by building their skills. This is an area where we as a
group might have an impact if we reach out to those individuals. We remember our own joy at discovering the
details of model railroading, and igniting that joy in others can be a strong motivator for us to get involved on
the group level. Let’s look for ways to do that.
Wayne Bjorlie, ed.

Meet John Thomas
John Thomas, long-time member of the Twin Cities Division, NMRA, grew up in Havre, MT, on the Great
Northern mainline. His father worked for the GN signal
department, and John has been around the tracks and
around trains for most of his life. His railroad today
contains his versions of many of the sidings and small
stations along the GN in Montana. His pride and joy is
Rainbow station.
John had a career in electronics with a manufacturing
company in Roseville.
John’s current career as a model railroader started over 40 years ago. Even earlier, he got a train for Christmas at seven years of age, but it was stolen. (The dastards!) He started building his first car in 1948, a papersided and wooden boxcar. (See Rock Island 20069.) His first layout was a 2 x 4 plywood sheet on which he
ran a Varney dockside.
Fortune
smiled, and
John eventually occupied
most of his
basement
with a 17 x 20-foot, double-decked layout where his
friends from TCD come to operate occasionally. It is a
Great Northern layout, pure and simple. His staging
yard connects to track surrounding three sides of the layout and contains an Empire Builder about 10 feet long. Cars reach the layout via a helix. His secrets for a
successful layout: use good-grade plywood and hand-laid track and switches.
Text & photos by WB, ed.
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Building Downtown Sublime , Nighttime
(Continued from page 1)

handle. They all worked and I just set the light tower in the center of the building. Later I
discovered self-stick copper tape. Axe Man, a local Twin Cities surplus dealer, had it
double-wide for both leads.
I tried all the light tower ideas with the tape stuck on. I
then soldered the bulbs directly to the copper tape.
The problem with this was
the bulbs were taking a lot of
amperage.
I then discovered LEDs. After a lot of failed experimentation, I found some 12-volt
bulbs on-line and learned
that they needed 1000-ohm
resistors so as not to burn
out. Axe Man had these also. The copper tape also sticks to one wall of the building and
would hold a dozen or more bulbs and
resistors quite nicely. I used two
bulbs and one resistor in series, soldered together in a string and then
soldered as a unit to the tape. It
seems to work, but I do not really understand LEDs. I power everything
with walwarts from Axe Man. Here’s
another night scene to show the variety of lighting and a picture of the
LEDs, resistor and copper tape.
I like control panels. Axe Man has a
nice variety of switches and connectors. I bought a bunch and built these
two panels with Axe Man acrylic sheet.
I then fell in love with Miller Engineering’s Lightworks Animated signs. This is a whole
different subject but you can see them in the pictures and they flash nice. The directions
that come with them are self-explanatory, and if you burn them out anyway, the company
is quite helpful if called on the phone.
(Text and photos by Art Hill)
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TCD Contest Winner
Steve Nitti was the winner of both the October and the November contests
at the monthly TCD meetings. In October, under the rubric of “Trackside Structures,” Steve’s
warehouse was voted top entry. It is a well executed general warehouse on the Pacific Great
Eastern line. The November contest was for
first-generation diesel locomotives. Steve’s E7,
in N scale, decorated for the Great Northern,
sported the first E7 paint scheme for the Empire
Builder. Steve’s secret for clean, sharp paint
lines is to carefully scratch lines where needed
with a sharp hobby knife and then flow the paint
up to the scratches with a small brush. It works!

Sledge Hammer Kills Fly
I bought a Bachmann Prairie (2-6-2) locomotive on Ebay. The wheelsets on the tender trucks were cheap plastic
and didn’t rotate well. I don’t mind plastic wheels, but I draw the line at plastic axles. I substituted good wheelsets, but I wanted to preserve the truck frames
because I didn’t have any better tender trucks
on hand. Usually, the Micromark truck tuning
tool solves such problems, but this time, I
couldn’t gouge out the sideframes well
enough to make the wheelsets turn freely. I
couldn’t put enough pressure on the sideframes with my thumb and index finger. With little to lose, I applied the vice grips, adjusting the screw as needed
to get enough pressure, but not too much. I gouged away. Since then, the tender has run great! WB, ed.
PRE-MEETING DINNER GET-TOGETHERS
McDonald’s University Ave & Marion Street
TCD Members meet for dinner before every TCD meeting.
GATHER ABOUT 5:30 PM ** EVERYONE IS WELCOME
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Photos by Wayne Bjorlie
Winter 2013/14

For sale: a rare Lionel 027
4-8-4 Northern. Runs
well. Also a working log
loader and other 027 cars
and engines. I can no
longer railroad due to failing eyesight, so I am selling my childhood trains
from the 1950s.

Kelly Strebig 651-457-1404
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Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events

Every Saturday

Twin Cities RR Museum Night Trains every Sat. night, 6-9pm. Adm: $10;

Thru Feb 22

$25 immed. Family; $30 extended family. Bandana Square, St. Paul

Sat Dec 28 &

Great River Centre Train Show! 9am-5pm both days. Adm $8, under 8 free.

Sun Dec 29

St. Paul River Centre. Choo-Choo Bob will be there! Free ride-on train.
Free inflatables to jump ‘til they drop. Layouts. Vendors.

Sat Jan 18

Newport Model RR Club Train Show & Sale. 9:30am-3:00pm. Woodbury High School
2665 Woodlane Dr. Woodbury, MN 55125 Adm. $5, under 12 free.
Info: 952-200-9729.

Sat Jan 18 &

Arctic Run Model RR Show Adm $3, under 11 free. Sat 9-5; Sun 10-4
Holiday Inn Conv. Center , 1001 Amber Ave, Stevens Point, WI 54482
16,000 sq. ft. of trains. Info: 715-341-8228 phil.jane.gjevre@charter.net

Sun Jan 19
Sat Feb 1
(also Apr 5)

Sat Mar 1

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show, Century College, White Bear Lake, MN 9am-2pm.
Adm $5, under 12 free. Info: Tom Jefferson 651-429-2885

Granite City Train Show. National Guard Armory, 1710 Veterans’ Drive St Cloud, MN
10am-4pm. Adm. $5, under 12 free. Info: 320-255-0033 or email
edwardolson@cloudnet.com. See granitecitytrainshow.com

Sat Mar 1

North Metro Model RR Club Spring Train Flea Market. 9am-2pm.
VFW Coon Rapids. 1919 Coon Rapids Blvd. Coon Rapids, MN 55433
Adm: $5, under 13 free. Door prizes. Operating layouts.

Sat Mar 15 &

LaCrosse & 3 Rivers 33rd Ann. Show. LaCrosse Center, 2nd & Pearl St.

Sun Mar 16

Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 10am-4pm. Adm: $6, <11 free. Info: 608-789-7400

Sat Mar 22 &
Sun Mar 23

Great Minn. Train Expo 3830 Pilot Knob Rd. Eagan, MN 55122 9am-5pm

Sat Mar 29 &
Sun Mar 30

Randolph, MN, Railroad Days. Swap meet, layouts, collectibles. Adm $8, under 13 free.
RR Museum free. Randolph School, 29110 Davisson Ave, Randolph, MN.

Adm $5, under 8 free. Info: 651-269-3433

Info: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4GXmtFXsTws
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TCD Timetable
Meetings at the Jackson Street Roundhouse 2014
Month
9 Jan

13 Feb

Program
Fallen Flags:
C&NW, CGW,
M&StL
Digital Backgrounds

Contest
Critters

Steam in the Yards

And Signs

13 Mar

Building Structures

Reefers, Milk Cars,
Express Cars

10 Apr

8 May

Self-propelled Cars

Annual Meeting
Election of Officers

Built Prior to 1900
Or “Patch Outs”

Tool Corner, by Jim Buck
Wheel Painting Mask.
It started as a plastic drill index. I was looking
for a quick way to mask wheels to weather
them. The 33” HO wheels fit the 3/8” hole. I
drilled out 2 more 3/8” holes and am able to
paint three wheels at a time. Rusty metal primer
looks good as weathering. A 13/32” drill would
work for 36” passenger car wheels.
Winter 2013/14
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T H E C R O S S I N G G ATE
Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

Subscribe or Renew
Now

Train Rides

THE CROSSING GATE!

Osceola, WI

Next 3 Meetings:
Jan 9, Feb 13, Mar 13 at 7:00 PM
Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
St. Paul, MN 55130
651.291.7588

or
Jackson Street
Roundhouse,
St. Paul
Present this coupon for

Send $10 per year (two year max)
for printed black & white version by mail to:
Twin Cities Division
4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376
FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!!
Enclosed is $ ________ for

_______ year(s).

□

□

New Subscriber
Renewing Subscriber
I want my CROSSI NG GAT E delivered by:
US Mail (paper, black/white)
Electronic mailing (email, color)

□
□

$2 off any

Name: _______________________________

Adult Fare at Osceola

Address: ______________________________

or
$1 off any
Roundhouse Ticket
Valid
Osceola, WI:

City: ________________________________
State/Zip: _____________________________
Email: ________________________________
@ _________________________________
Phone: _______________________________
Preferred Modeling Gauge(s): _______________
____________________________________

May–October

We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge

Roundhouse: Year ’round on

Contributors to This Issue:

regular schedules only

Art Hill

Jim Buck Eric Boone

July 13
thru 19,

(715) 755-3570

2014

www.trainride.org
TCD08

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN 55369
763.425.7171

Historic Rail
640 Taft St NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
612.206.3270
http://www.historicrail.com

KDC Model Trains
915 Hopkins Ctr.
Hopkins, MN 55343
952.938.5456
http://www.KDC-Trains.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

