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TCD Fall Layout Tours Again
Inspire and Delight MEMBERS

Art Hill 6s Wor mhol e wascer-Ti me
: tainly the most spectacular of the three layouts viewed by
Potato members on November 12. It combined scenery from the
Warehouse Southwest and from southern Minnesota, representing signifi-
Gl cant pl aces and times in Ar
CPR Switchi maker, and he made liberal use of his own products,

Goldér* Valle

Don St dayart
out has no fancy

name but is perme-

ated by whimsy and

just plain old fun It
looked like Don,

also, borrowed heav-

ily from his own

past, as the layout

had an eastern flavor

2012 TCD
Programs
Schedule

TCD Contest:
Winners

to it but also captured the carefree
atmosphere at a Minnesota resorPhotos: Robert Fink
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For all Division business or ques-
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Superintendent
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To volunteer to give a clinic:
Assistant Superintendent
Ken Zieska
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To volunteer for a train show or
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or website issues:
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For hobby shop or door prize queg-
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Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heartily encojur-
aged and will be enthusiastically accepted! Tjhe
preferred format would be in Rich Text Format
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we will acc¢pt
any format (from a PC or Mac; MS Word, Simp
Text, typed, or handwritten). Send it to yojr
editor by regular mail toTHE CROSSING
GATE, 1922 Christensen Ave, W. St. Paul,

55118, or by email to editor@tcdnmra.org
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Prom the Superinterdent

Thanks to all of the members who attended the Christmas auction. We
made over $700, which will be available for us to foster model railroad-

ing. Ken Zieska, Walt Thompson, and Dave Hohle deserve special rec-
ognition for their work. | am pleased with our progress this year.
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We can all be proud of the way our Twin Cities division, NMRA, is grow-
ing and the direction it is headed. New members appear at each meeting.
Our clinics have real meat in them. Our contest show improved modeling.
Our meetings have been enhanced by new atidi@ml equipment acquired,

in part, through a grant from the Thousand Lakes Region, NMRA, ably op-
erated by Dave Hohle. We are reaching out to the University of Minnesota
Railroad Club. They are hosting a demonstration with talks and a layout or
February 25 on the campus. We wi |
what the TCD and the NMRA are about. ~ Wayne Bjorlie

Ron Bodin, Superintendent

ntr

More Fall Layout Tour

Richard Remiarz©o6s
is a vast tweevel pike with a great yard==
and other excellent scenes. It represe
Ri chardds home t efs
Minnesota. Richard says that coal use =
to arrive in small towns in boxcars and=
was shoveled by hand into bunkers suf =
this one. Many of us remember these =5
bunkers in our hometowns.

Richard has a well
developed quarry

'== on the pike, too, to
. represent an impor-
# tant industry in
Minnesota. This
one generates
plenty of flatcar
business for the

Willmar division.

In an apparent reenactment of the infamous Texas hunting trip involving a
recent U.S.Vice Pres.ident, Artos
the family corn field in southern Minnesota. No word on any injuries.
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CP Switching IN GOLDEN VALLEY

By Jeremy Dummler

The Internet is a fantastic tool for the modeler. Many resources are available for historical research,
looking for hard to find models, and seeking answers about railroading and modeling.

On a hot summer day, while visiting the dog park, | noticed that an industrial building next door was
receiving loads of tank cars. The Canadian Pacific crew, that day operating a lease unit in former Union
Pacific colors, was switching the cars so that they were spotted behind the industry in a specific order.

Nowadays, someone walking around an industry that deals with chemicals and taking photos may look
sinister, so | decided that if | wanted to know more about that industry and the rail service they received, |
needed to search online. My preferred tool for this is Google Earth. By finding a known location, like
the dog park, and then using the Google Earth satellite views, | was able to identify the track layout be-
hind the industry, the industry, itself, and some interesting features | would need to model this area.

Figure 1: The overall track layout for the area. The i
dustry | was observing is located at the bottom left wit
two tracks running along the length of the building. Th
view showed me that there was the possibility of anot
industry in the area that also had been served by rail.

Figure 2: Shot behind my industry of interest, this re-|
vealed that, indeed, there was track in place from a se

shots from various parts of the area in Figure 1, | was |
to assemble an overal/l p
any groundevel information, so | turned to Google

WMEarthodos AStreet Viewo too

4 side (as oriented in Figure 1), while Figure 3b
@ shows the east side at the grade crossing.
& These views and various other views were ob-
mt ained by fAdrivingo aroun
computer with the Street View tool.

(Continued on page 6)
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TCD Contest Winners

The subject of Oct ob.elrhebvnnecvadohneEbrésmania sith & kit-b o «
bashed Model Die Cast chip car decorated for the Cedar Hollow and West
Johnodos pi ke. Thi entry, more of
boose, showed extra effort to produce just the
car John wanted to service the cr
on the railroad. To win a contest, you start with
a box kit; you dondét end with one
has needs specific to its operations, and you
meet those.
The subject of November 6sTheewinnt est was | oac
ner wasTlracy McKibben.
Tracyob6s capopmeadd t he ever
foot Great Northern ARA, on which he,
of course, left the doors open to show
off his load of wooden barrels and con-
tainers for industrial uses. Tracy
weathered the car with chalks and dull
cote, and he fAmanufacturedo the industrial

TCD Timetable

Schedule for Meetings at the Roundhouse 20PD12 Season
Month First Clinic Second Clinic Contest
Jan 12 Laser Kit Start Soldering and
Latex Molds Reefers
Feb 9 Laser Kit Finish Weathering and Buildings
Scratch Build Start Rock Castings
Mar 8 Scratch Build Stain Rock Castings | Weathering
Finish Ground Cover
Apr 12 Scenic View Block Twin Cities Railfanning |Dioramas
Mirrors Then and Now
May 10 | TCD Annual Meeting Election of Officers No Contest
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