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TCD Fall Layout Tour a Fantastic Success
Members ViewED Spectacular Layouts
Living as a child near the Milwaukee Road’s “Short Line Hill” in
St. Paul, the late Bill Briggs began to envision his model railroad
empire about 1939. Back then, his family vacationed in Montana,
so his imaginary empire took on a hilly, western look. He didn’t
actually get started on it until 1970. Then, he really got started. His
Musselshell & Yogo Peak Railroad has to be among the premier
model railroad layouts in the Twin Cities. It fills a room of 1500
square feet in the lower level of a house that was built over it after
it was laid out on a slab. First things first.
Mr. Briggs might belong in the Model Railroad Pantheon along
with John Allen. Truth be told, he did recruit a helper, but we suspect he was not the first giant to do that. Douglas P. Hodgdon,
now with over 40 years’ experience in building model railroads
professionally, provided “inspiration” for the M&YP. Still, Douglas may never have visited Montana, and we may well have been
looking at Mr. Briggs. He is beautiful.
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Boar d of Directo rs
For all Division business or questions:
Superintendent
Ron Bodin
super@tcdnmra.org
To volunteer to give a clinic:
Assistant Superintendent
Ken Zieska
asuper@tcdnmra.org
To volunteer for a train show or
“Timetable” entries:
Chief Clerk
Dave Hohle
clerk@tcdnmra.org
For membership problems,
THE CROSSI NG GAT E

subscription / address problems,
or website issues:
Paymaster
Eric Boone
tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net
For article or photo submissions:
THE CROSSI NG GAT E Editor
Wayne Bjorlie
651-292-8760
editor@tcdnmra.org
For hobby shop or door prize questions:
Public Relations
Dennis Louden
pr@tcdnmra.org
Director at Large
Bill Dredge
assistant@tcdnmra.org

C h ai r p e r s o n s
For Golden Spike or
NMRA Certificate questions:
NMRA Achievement Program
Dave Hamilton
763-449-0058
ap@tcdnmra.org
To volunteer your layout for a tour,
or suggest one:
Layout Tour Chairperson
Arthur Hill
tours@tcdnmra.org
Education Chairperson
Open Position
ed@tcdnmra.org
Popular Vote Contest Chairperson
Steve Nitti

While sitting here watching 15 inches of snow fall, I'm putting my broken leg in
the air and typing. Thank you for coming to the October and November meetings of the Twin Cities Division. The October meeting had Neil Hovind showing you how to work with decals, so they won't fall off buildings, trains or cars.
The November meeting had Dave Jasper on scenery and Greg Smith building
your layout.
Let Ken Zieska know of any ideas for a presentation or if you would like to give
a presentation. If would like to give one contact Ken at 763-559-3780 . If you
missed the December meetings you missed out on gift certificates for N, HO, S
and Lionel Gauge items. A highlight of our December meeting always is the
auction of model railroad items. Throughout the year, division members donate items that they no longer need. At our December meeting, we auction
those. This year, the club made over $700.00 dollars from our auction.
Our auction chairman, Neal Chap man, did a fantastic job again this year and
deserves our praise. As of today, he is already accepting donations for next
year’s auction.
Our January meeting will be a special experience, and I’m sure you will enjoy it
and learn something. See elsewhere in this newsletter for the details.
Our local hobby stores provided considerable su p port for our auction. In return, those stores rely on the support of Twin Cities model railroaders throughout the year. When you need something, please give them a consideration before going out of town online.
The benefits of the fellowship that comes from attending the Twin Cities Division meetings cannot be over-emphasized.
Your Superintendent
Ron Bodin
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Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heartily
encouraged and will be enthusiastically
accepted! The preferred format would be
in Rich Text Format (RTF), with photos as
JPEGs, but we will accept any format
(from a PC or Mac; MS Word, Simple
Text, typed, or handwritten). Send it to
your editor by regular mail to THE CROSSI NG GAT E, 1922 Christensen Ave, W. St.
Paul, MN 55118, or by email to editor@tcdnmra.org.

Pre-meeting Dinner Get-Togethers
at Key’s Restaurant.
TCD members have a standing plan to meet at Keys
Restaurant at 504 North Robert Street, just a few
blocks from the Jackson Street Roundhouse. They
meet for dinner at 5:30 on TCD meeting nights and then
proceed to the TCD meeting.
You are welcome.
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We get a lot out of model railroading (“The Hobby”), or else we might quit and try beer can collecting. We
look for that pleasant sense of fulfillment we get when we link our inner selves to something outside of us.
It feels good to bring a plan or a project to completion. The result, whether a car, a scratch-built structure,
or a track plan successfully laid out, represents us and our aspirations. Maybe it recreates a small part of
our personal history. Recognize it or not, admit it or not, our individual souls rejoice when we produce at
least a reasonable facsimile of what we have conceived of.
Our joy is enhanced when others in The Hobby ad mire our work. They may simply see it as beautiful, or
they may delve deeper to appreciate how we have executed our plan. Both we, as producers of model railroad phenomena and the observers who appreciate our efforts are responding as we do because we recognize certain standards of performance in model railroading. Where do we learn those standards?
I suspect that in most cases we learn them through “osmosis” from our association with The Hobby. In my
own case, someone gave me the October 1988 issue of Model Railroader. Before then, I had had no idea The
Hobby even existed. Many, many years before, I had seen a little train running. As a child, I thought that
in my little home town only the sons of doctors and lawyers had toy trains. I remember more or less
sneaking into the only toy store in town to watch the proprietor run his big Lionel at Christmas. Geez, little cream cans even unloaded themselves. Not only was I not going to buy a train from him -- I didn’t even
get the notion he was trying to sell them.
The idea of building my own model railroad only arose in my mind in 1988. Since then, osmosis has operated over-time. Back then, Model Railroading and Rail Model Journal, as well as today’s two surviving biggies, came to my mailbox. Though I had no space for a pike at that time, I joined the National Model Railroad Association and attended Division meetings, secretly intimidated by those who had great layouts
and / or could talk the lingo. But, I persevered. Division meetings, train shows, magazine articles and VHS
videos of “Great Model Railroads” all filtered through to contribute to what today is my idea of model railroading’s standards of performance.
A story such as this might be typical of those that could be told by many members of The Hobby. If I had
not received that gift of the 1988 MR, I might have caught some other hook into The Hobby, or maybe not.
Without the interaction provided by membership in The Hobby, I might well have missed the enjoyment
afforded by one of the main avocations of my life. wb

Ahhh, a cooling summer dip. Such a scene could fill
u p a small space on your layout, or it could be part of a
farm diorama.

Another corner filler. This HO tourist
camp would be fun to construct with
round toothpicks and N-scale windows.
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Living Above the Depot
Growing up, the Pfenning girls were “railroad kids.” Our Dad was a station agent and we lived above the depot.
The living quarters were small and spartan, but our play area was huge. Not every kid gets to play house in empty
boxcars, push big spoke-wheeled REA carts around, hide-and-seek in a warehouse, or use a safe as a make-believe
oven for mud pies.
Our family’s little apartment above the depot had two bedrooms, a small living room/dining room and a kitchen. No
bathroom. The toilet was down on the landing (or the outhouse kept clean and available for passengers), the bath
was a galvanized tub filled with heated water. Heat was from the coal-burning stove in the waiting room and water
was pumped up from a water car on the siding track. But we girls didn’t care about any of that. We cared about the
important things.
Twice a day the local came through, and the crew sometimes brought us candy and treats. Once, they brought a cat.
Mickey lived with us (and had regular litters) for years. We got to ride the caboose with the crew to the end of the
line … a couple of stops farther west. They bought us lunch and brought us back.
If the depot’s stove was not hot, we could sit on the open grate between the waiting room and our living room and
listen in on passenger’s conversations. If the stove was hot, we stood on the same grate to get warm. We laid our
pajamas on it before getting ready for bed so they would be warm when we put them on.
We “helped” with the deliveries and collections. Sometime it was just a box or some letters. But in the spring it
might be a box of chicks or baby ducks. One time a farmer had a young bull delivered but he could not pick it up
when it came in --it was his Sabbath-- so we took care of it in the warehouse for the weekend.
We visited with the passengers and with the transients (“bums”). In the morning before we could set up our play
house in one of the boxcars, our dad checked to see if any one was sleeping there. If there was somebody, he gave
them time to get up and move on (often with a sack lunch our mother made for them). Then the car was ours for the
day.
On “inside days”, we played in our dad’s office, sending “telegraphs” until someone would send our dad a message
to “get your girls off the line. I need to send a telegram.” We used his office phone to place real and imaginary calls.
If a call came for him and we were using the phone, the operator just told us to get off. His reports got filed with extra holes and extra date and status stamps in all colors. Often, they even had ink paw prints when the cat or one of
her kittens would walk across the ink pad, then his papers. Oddly, our dad got all the way to retirement from the NP.
Renee Pfenning

Next Twin Cities Division
Meeting January 13,
2011
7:00 PM

Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 E Pennsylvania Ave, St. Paul
Clinic: Wooden Structures

The depot in question was located at Bowdon, ND,
on an NP branch line west of Carrington. Pfenning
was agent there 1944-1952.
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Highlights of the January 13 Division Meeting —
Wooden Structures!
The Twin Cities Division of the NMRA begins an exciting 2011 on January 13 with presentations that focus on building structures with wood! We are a long way from the days when a wood structure kit was a
box of sticks, sticks that if we were lucky had a dab of paint on the end to color code it for size or to kit instructions. Come get some hands-on tips for building kits and dioramas. Remember, our contest for January is Dioramas and Tank Cars. What is a Diorama? It is a scene that may be a part of a model railroad but
it need not have track. What is a tank car? Are you just being silly with me? Looking ahead to February,
it will be hands-on night. Come learn to use an uncoupling pick, car cards, switch lists, airbrush, decaling,
static grass gun and who know what else might show up. Bring your project to show off or ask questions.
The February contest is Passenger Cars and Sound equipped locomotives. The March meeting has been
changed to Saturday the 12th for a special event.
Ken Zieska

TCD Timetable
Meetings at the Roundhouse 2010-2011 Season
Month

First Clinic

Second Clinic

Contest

Oct 14

Neil Hovind
The building guy

Neil Hovind
Billboards on Buildings

Cars in Grain Service

Nov 11

Greg Smith
Build Layout w/ Solid Start

Modules

Dec14

Dave Jasper
Scenery- The Last 30
Feet
Holiday Auction

Holiday Auction

No Contest

Jan 13

Wooden Structures

Wooden Structures

Dioramas and Tank Cars

Feb/10

Modeling techniques,
airbrush, static grass,

Bring a project to

Passenger Cars ; Sound

show or ask advice.

Equipment Locos

History -and Tours

Twin Cities Railfan

Mar 12
Saturday

Winter 2010

decals
Twin Cities RR

Apr14

Presentations
Modeling with

NMRA Achievement

Photos
Open-top Cars w/ Loads

May/12

The Masters
TCD Annual

Program
TCD Annual

No Contest

Business Meeting

Election of Officers
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GOLDEN SPIKE AWARD
No matter how much a person loves what he or she is doing, and even if they receive high
personal satisfaction from it, recognition from others once and a while is nice. The Twin Cities Division fills some of that need with awards given in the modeling contests we cond uct at
each meeting. A vote of members present confers validation on our efforts, and we receive a
little ribbon. It’s a great boost. Some of us want to go further, take our achievement to a
higher level.
But, do the requirements for the Master Model Railroader award seem a bit imposing? We
needn’t despair. We still can earn a significant award from the National model Railroad Association’s Achievement Program (AP) without jumping through all of those complicated and
time-consuming hoops. And, we can get our feet wet in the AP by earning the Golden Spike
Award.
This is not to say that the Golden Spike is a cheap imitation of the real thing. No, it is an
award that requires fundamentally sound model railroading and will be something of which
the winner can be proud. It is a testimonial to the awardee’s basic competence as a model
railroader.
To earn a Golden Spike award involves accomplishments in three areas of model railroading:

1. ROLLING STOCK: “Display” 6 units of rolling stock on which something other than mere
assembly out of the box has been performed. Even decaling or weathering counts.

2. MODEL RAILROAD SETTING: Construct a minimu m of 8 square feet of layout. On a
track bed, lay and ballast some track, even snap track, and turnout or two on a 2x4 sheet of
plywood. Construct 5 structures, buildings, bridges, or trestles, adding some feature other
than mere assembly out of a box.
3. ENGINEERING: Wire your track to run two trains at once. Even a passing siding will
do. Provide for an additional electrical feature such as a lighted building or a powered turnout.
That’s about it. More details are available on the NMRA website: www.NMRA.org.
Our division’s Achievement Program officer, Dave Hamilton, is willing to advise you and
will certify your accomplishments for the Golden Spike Award.

VERY PRELIMINARY INFORMATION ON TLR 2013
Given that the 2013 TLR Convention is about 28 months out, very little specific information has
been developed. Apparently, the convention will be hosted by the Minneapolis Society of
Model Engineers (MSME), Tentative dates are May 16-19, 2013.
The site for the TLR 2013 is the Hilton Hotel on 34th and American Blvd in Bloomington, close
to the Mall of America in hopes of attracting out of town members and their families. The hotel
is a couple blocks from the light rail line which provides an easy way to downtown Mpls.
Progressive Rail (Ex MN&S) is the closest rail line to the hotel, so the convention might have an
MNS, or Dan Patch Electric Railroad flavor. There may be an opportunity to tour the light rail
shops in south Minneapolis, as well as to view some layouts never yet seen on TCD layout tours.
Greg Smith info.
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MORE TCD FALL LAYOUT TOURING

On Steve Doyle’s CB&Q, we have a seagull’s view of downtown Chicago with its
great neon lights. This was another out-sized
spectacular layout on the Fall tour.

On Bill Briggs’ M&YP, a group of fun-loving
motorcycle gangsters, headed by Walt Thompson
(on left, blue pants, with blond) takes a break on a
road trip out in Montana. They made it back.
(Photo by Bob Fink)

Twin Cities Area

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events
Sat 01/15

Woodbury Flea Market. Location: Woodbury Senior High School, 2665 Woodbury Dr, Woodbury, MN
10:00am-3:00pm Adm: $5, under 12 free. Info: 952-200-9729, ic_geeps@yahoo.com

Sat 01/29

Great Tri-State Rail Sale. Location: Civic Center La Crosse, WI 9:00am-3:00pm,Adm: $5, under 12 free
Info: 608-582-4761 or 608-784-0036. www.4000foundation.com

Sat 02/05

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show. Location: Century College, White Bear Lake, MN 9:00am-2:00pm.
Adm: $5, 12 & under free. Info: Tom Jefferson 651-429-2885

Sat/Sun
02/19-20

43rd Annual Mad City Train Show. Location: Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI. 9:00am-5:00pm both days.
Adm: $10, under 5 free. Info: 608-829-3820 www.nmra-scwd.org

Sat/Sun 03/19-20

LaCrosse and Three Rivers 30th Annual Show. Location: LaCrosse Center, 2nd & Pearl Street, LaCrosse, WI
Sat 10:00am-6:00pm; Sun 10:00am-4:00pm. Adm: $5, under 11 free. Info: Mark Bell 507-894-8077
www.lax3riversmodelrrclub.com

Sat 04/02

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show. Location: Century College, White Bear Lake, MN 9:00am-2:00pm
Adm: $5, 12 & under free. Info: Tom Jefferson, 651-429-2885

Sat 04/16

Woodbury Flea Market. Location: Woodbury Senior High School, 2665 Woodbury Dr, Woodbury, MN.
10:00am-3:00pm. Aqdm: $5, under 12 free. Info: 952-200-9729 ic_geeps@yahoo.com

Sat 04/30

16th Annual Alexandria Model Railroad Show. Location: Runestone Community Center, corner of County
Road 22 and County Road 82 in Alexandria, MN 56308 10:00am-4:00pm Info: Tom 612-219-8699

Fri-Sun
07/08-10

National Train Show at NMRA National Convention, Sacramento, CA Free for convention registrants.
Submit events for listing to James Bernier at jrbernier@hotmail.com

Winter 2010
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T H E C R O S S I N G G A TE
Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376
Next Two Meetings:
January 13, February 10, at 7 PM
Where:
Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
St. Paul, MN 55130
651.291.7588

Subscribe or Renew
Now to
Train Rides
Osceola,
WI
or
Jackson St
Roundhouse,
Present this coupon
for
$2 off any
Adult Fare at Osceola
or
$1 off any
Roundhouse Ticket
Valid
Osceola, WI:
May–October
Roundhouse: Year ’round on
regular schedules only
(715) 755-3570
www.trainride.org
TCD08
Expires May 1, 2012

THE CROSSING GATE!

Send $10 per year (two year max)
for printed black & white version by mail to:
Twin Cities Division
4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376
FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!!
Enclosed is $ ________ for

_______ year(s).

□

□

New Subscriber
Renewing Subscriber
I want my CROSSI NG GAT E delivered by:
US Mail (paper, black/white)
Electronic mailing (email, color)

□
□

Name: _______________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ________________________________
State/Zip: _____________________________
Email: ________________________________
@ _________________________________
Phone: _______________________________
Preferred Modeling Gauge(s): ______________
____________________________________

We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Contributors to This Issue:
Ken Zieska Renee Pfenning Greg Smith Steve Doyle
The late Bill Briggs

Douglas Hodgdon

Bob Fink

We especially thank Art Hill for organizing the Fall Layout Tour.

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN 55369
763.425.7171

Historic Rail
121 5th Ave NW
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

KDC Model Trains
915 Hopkins Ctr.
Hopkins, MN 55343
952.938.5456
http://www.KDC-Trains.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

Support your L
ocal Businesse
s!

