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TCD Spring Layout Tour Another Smash Hit
Elliot Feinberg hosted TCD “tourists” during the afternoon of May 29 to view
his “Twin Cities Central,” a massive 3-rail O gauge layout that would likely be
almost incomprehensible to the onetime, casual observer in its complexity
and its shear volume. Fortunately,
TCD members had been exposed to its
basic design objectives as part of our
October meeting when Elliot showed
slides and sketches of his plans. This
pre-exposure helped a little to prepare
us for the visit. Still, it is awesome in
its complexity and fills a large baseDave Norman admires benchwork on the
ment.
Twin Cities Central.

The Hennepin Overland Railroad Museum (2501 East 38th
St., Minneapolis
55406) is a gem of
model railroading that
is available to the general public in the Twin
Cities but that is little
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Part of the railroad infrastructure had seen
service while Elliot ran a model railroad at
the Mall of America through October 1993.
However, the construction of the bench
work and the two helixes had to be accomplished at the new location in his basement,
where several other model railroaders lent
their hands. Work began about 2000 but
was interrupted for five years in 2006
while Elliot was ill. It now runs well but
has little scenery.
Elliot’s railroad will eventually represent BNSF
and Canadian Pacific from Red Wing, MN, and
Prescott, WI, up through the Twin Cities and on to
Fridley. It will feature the Hiawatha milling district in Minneapolis and the Ford plant in St. Paul.
Several important Minneapolis thoroughfares are
already in place. The layout is fully doubledecked and has storage and staging tracks on a
third lower level. It has over 3000 feet of track
and 300 turnouts.
More Spring tour on page 2.
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Layout Tour Chairperson
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mbhotoy@comcast.net

In response to observations from members, we are trying to change our meeting agenda. Jackson Street meetings will be at 7:00PM Thursdays and Mt.
Olivet meetings will start at 9:30 AM on Saturdays. We are planning our first
meeting for September 2017 at the Roundhouse. The theme is what we did
last summer. October we go to Mt. Olivet in Plymouth for a clinic led by Ken
Zieska and Greg Smith. November is the MNS annual convention in NE Minneapolis led by Joe Frischmon. In December we have our Christmas auction
at the Roundhouse. In January back to Mt Olivet in Plymouth for small European layouts and models, with models from the German American Club in St
Paul. February and March meetings will be at the Round House. One would
be about starting operations (car forwarding) on a model railroad. The other
is yet to be determined. April is the Spring Modelers Retreat at Mt Olivet in
Plymouth and May is the annual members’ meeting. Many thanks to the
members who have volunteered to provide these meetings and clinics. I hope
you are all well and see you in September.
Jim Buck, Superintendent
TCD Spring Tour
Art Vandewater’s Winona and Southwestern transition-era layout is a magical little
world of titillating details as well as a nearflawless operating railroad. Art exhibits all of
the skills that lesser model railroaders aspire
to have. He hand laid his turnouts and scratch
built about half his structures. He used code
70 track for the mainline and code 55 for the
sidings. The layout looks wonderful as a result, but he still has some scenery to finish.
This is how to build a coal unloading facility.

Popular Vote Contest Chairperson
Wayne Bjorlie

The delightful little vignettes he incorporated into the layout show a skill for
modeling but also an engaging sense of
humor. Pigeons inhabit the roofs. Junk
is all over the ground, and just the right
junk, too. And, there is danger! Look
where you step!
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THE CROSSI NG GAT E is published
quarterly by the Twin Cities Division of
the Thousand Lakes Region of the National Model Railroad Association. Material may be reprinted with permission.
Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heartily
encouraged and will be enthusiastically
accepted! The preferred format would be
in Rich Text Format (RTF), with photos as
JPEGs, but we will accept any format
(from a PC or Mac; MS Word, Simple
Text, typed, or handwritten). Send it to
your editor by regular mail to THE
CROSSI NG GAT E, 1922 Christensen
Ave, W. St. Paul, MN 55118, or by email to
weugbj@yahoo.com

Beanery still going strong for
railroaders. Nearby, though,
danger lurks as skunk and
rattlesnake square off.
Photos & text by W Bjorlie

2

The Crossing Gate

The TCD board has met once again this spring and wrestled with programming
for the coming year. Questions such as where and when to hold TCD membership meetings were discussed along with the programs that might be organized to
hold the interest of members. Last season, we tried one hands-on session, decaling, and it seemed successful. Visits to other groups’ layouts were modestly successful. For next season, we will try again with more exciting hands-on activities
and visits. (Walt Thompson and Dale Turnschiff concentrate on decaling at Jan. clinic)
Our paymaster, Eric Boone, has suggested certain changes to our bylaws.
They are common sense changes that do not alter the character of the Division
and should be adopted at a Division meeting.
1. Redefine TCD membership simply to include all who reside in the TCD area and are members of the NMRA.
Nobody else.
2. Eliminate mention of the “Nominating Committee” to propose members for election as officers. Instead, names
will be presented from the floor at the annual meeting.
3. Allow an exception to the current rule that an officer may serve no more than 6 consecutive years.
In addition, Eric suggests but offers no draft changes for the bylaws on the following issues:
4. He’d like to see more officers elected rather than appointed. We have 4 elected and 3 appointed officers now.
Needs discussion.
(Continued on page 4)

Mike Engler, MMR, Wins Award in TLR Contest
Mike Engler is one of the most accomplished modelers in the entire Thousand Lakes Region of the NMRA, an area
extending from Winnipeg to Sioux Falls to Dubuque to Thunder Bay. He has won the prestigious Jock Oliphant
Award for best entry in the TLR convention show at least six times. His work invariably elicits rave reviews. Mike
recently was recognized by the NMRA as Master Model Railroader (MMR) number 589.

“O’Neill’s Fabrications,” HO-scale winner
of 2017 Jock Oliphant Award at TLR convention in Iowa City.
Summer 2017

Mike’s O-scale gas station that won the
structures contest at TLR.
(Photos by Ron Olsen)
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Meet Kevin Foley
Kevin Foley is a real railroader as well as a model railroader. He started in the Burlington Northern track department in 1978. He has had several jobs with the BN, now the BNSF, culminating in his present position as
a locomotive engineer. This lifelong resident of the Twin Cities area works out of the BNSF Northtown Yard
and mostly runs up to Dilworth, an important crew change stop on the old Northern Pacific mainline just east
of Moorhead. He has enjoyed working on the railroad immensely.
With his high seniority, he has not joined the several engineers and other
crew members who have been idled recently as oil shipments out of the
Bakken in North Dakota have been reduced by a combination of lower
crude oil prices and new pipelines. Alternative lading has not materialized
sufficiently to keep traffic level. Kevin tells of newly trained engineers who
were laid off before they ever took out a train.
Kevin is an official of the TY&E union, Trainmen, Yardmen, and Engineers, a successor union to the famous
BLE, the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers.
Kevin received a Lionel train when he
was four years old. He began working with HO scale trains about 42 years ago. He joined the NMRA in
1999. He started his current layout, a raised 5 x 8-footer in his basement
about 17 years ago. It was supposed to be a temporary setup until he
could… what? It’s still there. Meanwhile, his daughter, Sheila, got into
N scale trains, too.
The layout has a flat area with
a town, a farm, and a grain
elevator. It also has a spectacular mountain on the other end, sporting a wind generator that
was a gift from his wife. There are two tracks that circle the layout,
the outside operating with DC and the inner one with DCC. Buildings are from kits. The layout shows very nice detail, is beautifully
Text & photos by W Bjorlie
done, and is very satisfying to Kevin.

(Continued from page 3)

5. He’d like to see certain rolls be given voting power. For example, maybe the Layout Tour Director becomes an official full board member. Maybe this position merges with the Director-at-Large so we don’t
have too many board members. In the past, we’ve had a Contest Director, but maybe that can become a
duty of the Vice President. Needs discussion.
6. We need someone explicitly in charge of the TCD’s social media and web presence. Right now, this is a
hodgepodge of different people. Does this fall under the Public Relations Director or is this a new position?
If we changed the way the Crossing Gate is handled (frequent updates to the web page rather than a newsletter), does this replace the Crossing Gate Editor? Needs discussion.
Perhaps we could devote a little time at a future meeting to these considerations.
Wayne Bjorlie, ed.
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The Crossing Gate

Minutes of TCD Annual Meeting May 11, 2017
Superintendent Jim Buck called the meeting to order on May 11 at 7 p.m. at the Jackson Street
Roundhouse. 24 members were present. Superintendent Buck gave a short recap on the division’s
activities this past year. Assistant Superintendent Ron Olsen asked the membership for ideas for
activities next year.
Paymaster Eric Boone gave the financial report. The division expenses were $36.48 more than income for the past fiscal year. The fiscal year ending balance was $1889.81. Art VanDeWater
moved to accept the Paymaster’s report. Cy Svobodny seconded. Motion passed.
Crossing Gate Editor Wayne Bjorlie stated this would be his final year in this position. He would
like a person to step forward to assist this year with the goal of assuming the editorship the following year. Bjorlie has been editor since 2010.
Public Relations Director David Hohle reported that he will again be soliciting door prizes for next
year’s meetings. He also has materials available for new members.
At this point, the idea of having a rideshare program available was discussed. Larry Vanden Plas
volunteered to write an article for the Crossing Gate on this subject. A member needing a ride could
post a notice in the Crossing Gate and members who live in the area could volunteer to give a ride.
Members brought up the meeting time, day of the week and location as to whether a change would
attract more members attending. After much discussion, Boone moved to have the board study this
issue and report back. VanDeWater seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Layout Tour Chair, Elliot Feinberg reported on the two layout tours the division had this year. He is
working on next year’s tours and would appreciate if members would be willing to host, and he
asked those interested to contact him. Under Old business, Wayne Bjorlie reminded the group that at
last year’s meeting, TCD had expressed concerns on term limits of the officers. Boone asked that
the board review the term limits in the Division By-Laws.
New Business: Ken Zieska asked that the Division form a standing committee to oversee the Modelers Retreat. Next year’s event will be on April 6th and 7th. The division should also apply for a
grant from the Thousand Lakes Region to lower the cost of attending for NMRA members. Furthermore, he would like to see the Modeler’s Retreat take the place of the April meeting. He finished
asking that anyone who has a suggestion, please contact him.
At this point, the meeting turned to the process of electing officers. There were two positions up for
election this year, Assistant Superintendent and Director at Large. Buck opened the floor for nominations for assistant Superintendent. Ron Olsen was nominated. Buck asked for further nominations, hearing none, nominations were closed. Ron Olsen was elected Assistant Superintendent.
Buck asked for nominations for Director at Large. Dave Herbert was nominated. Buck asked for
further nominations, and hearing none, nominations were closed. Dave Herbert was elected. Both
positions are for two years.
The meeting was adjourned by Superintendent Buck at 8:20 pm.
Respective fully submitted, Arthur C. Suel, Chief Clerk, TCD

Summer 2017
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Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events
Sat Jul 22

RAIL FAIR Copeland Park, Copeland Ave & Rose Street, LaCrosse, Wisc 54601.
10am to 4 pm Adm: $5, under 12 free w/adult Info:608-781-9383 or 608-498-9522
Railroad Show, Hobby Sale, Model RR Flea Market, and swap meet.. Guided tour

Sat Aug 19

Southern Valley Railway Train Show Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm. Adm: $5

Sun Aug 20

Under 12 free. 500 West Boadway, Plainview, MN 55964 Info: 507-534-3240
RochPlain@yahoo.com

Sat Sept 16

Twin Cities Model Railroad Museum Train Show. Minnesota State Fairgrounds
Education Building. 9am-3pm Adm: $6, under 8 free

Sat Oct 14

Woodbury Flea Market at Woodbury Sr. High School, 2665 Woodlane Dr.
Woodbury, MN 9am-2pm Adm. $5, under 12 free info Ed 651-233-3310
Also, January 21st 2017, and April 29th 2017

Sat Oct 14

West Wisconsin RR Club Train Show, Eau Claire Indoor Sports Arena

Sun Oct 15

3456 Craig Road, Eau Claire, WI. Adm: Adult $6; Student 6-16 $3; under 5 free
Info: 715-830-1204

imrrclub@gmail.com

www.trainweb.org/imrc

Visit to German American Institute
Who knew? The German American Institute (GAI) on Summit
Avenue in St. Paul holds an annual summer festival at which oompa
music and all manner of good food and drink are served. Myriad
prettily dressed Maedchens circulate throughout the grounds, sometimes dancing, sometimes plying food. Inside the institute building,
where there are a Ratskeller and various teaching and reading
rooms, a Marklin
layout with European buildings
was being operated during the
festival for the benefit of the younger crowd. The GAI sets up
a module consisting of wedges (like a pie) to run the trains.
Mike Nollan (above) and Bill Eisenmann (right, green) are the
operators. Our own Larry Vanden Plas is a member of the
GAI railroad group and was operating his own modular. Larry
will be part of the January TCD program.
Text & photos by W Bjorlie
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TCD Timetable
Schedule for 2017-18
Thurs

7 PM at Jackson St. Roundhouse

“Show-&-Brag” Something you
did over the summer.

Sept 14
Sat

9:30 AM at Mt. Olivet, Plymouth. Clinic to build something.
Oct 14 Slides. Small fee may apply.
Sat

Ken Zieska, Greg Smith
Contest: Structure you built.

9:30 AM at Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church, 701 Filmore St
NE Mpls. MNS Modelers & Railfans Get-together.

Nov 18
Thurs 7 PM. Jackson St. Roundhouse.

Joe Frischmon

Holiday Auction

Dec 14
Sat

9:30 AM at Mt. Olivet, Plymouth. Small European Layouts.

Larry Vanden Plas,

Jan 13
Thurs

Layout from GAI
7 PM Jackson St. Roundhouse. Clinic TBA

Feb 8
Thurs

7 PM Jackson St. Roundhouse. Clinic TBA

Mar 8
Fri &
Sat

Spring Modelers’ Retreat at Mt. Olivet in Plymouth

Ken Zieska

Small fee is likely.

Apr 6-7
Thurs

7 PM at Jackson St. Roundhouse

TCD Business Meeting

May 10

PRE-MEETING DINNER GET-TOGETHERS
When Meetings are at Jackson St. Roundhouse
McDonald’s University Ave & Marion Street
GATHER ABOUT 5:30 PM ** EVERYONE IS WELCOME
** OR **
Keys Café and Bakery, 1682 Lexington Ave N, Roseville, MN 55113
5:15 on the day of TCD meetings. For those from the northern suburbs.

Summer 2017
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Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

T H E C R O S S I N G G AT E
NMRA National Convention

Next Meeting: 7PM Sept 14 at
Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
St. Paul, MN 55130
See Page 7 for info on future meetings.
In accordance with stated NMRA
policy, to participate in almost any
regular Twin Cities Division activity,
you must be a member of NMRA or
become a member of NMRA after
three visits as a non-member during
your lifetime.

Orlando, Florida

Kansas City, MO

Jul 30-Aug 7, 2017

Aug 5-12, 2018

We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Contributors to This Issue:
Elliot Feinberg

Art Vandewater

Kevin Foley

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Historic Rail
640 Taft St NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

Blick Art Materials (Roseville)
2389 Fairview Ave
Roseville, MN 55113

Exact Rail
1053 S 1673 W
Orem, UT 84058

Menard’s
4777 Menard Dr
Eau Claire, WI 54703

Coastman’s Scenic Products
17 Hamlet
Port Oxford, OR 97465
www.coastmans.com

Minnesota Commercial Railway
508 Cleveland Ave N
St Paul, MN 55114

SUPPORT LOCAL HOBBY BUSINESSES

