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TCD Enjoys Second Annual Retreat
For the second successive year, TCD sponsored, and member Ken Zieska and
friends staged, a modelers’ retreat on the last week-end of February. The purpose
was a mighty one: to encourage interchange among modelers in ways that usually
aren’t available at train shows and sales, or even at the TCD meetings and NMRA
conventions. In a relatively small, intimate room, the doers and the learners meet
and talk and examine and show and admire. The retreat imparted new
knowledge, skills, and courage to every participant and thereby contributed to the
richness of the model railroading hobby.
Long-time modeler Tracy McKibbon demonstrated his usual keen attention to detail in
construction of his buildings, even scratchbuilding their windows, including installing
real glass! He showed many expertly done
structures and was available for dispensing
advice all day.

The Hennepin Overland
Railroad Museum (2501
East 38th St., Minneapolis 55406) is a gem of
model railroading that is
available to the general
public in the Twin Cities
but that is little known to
folks who aren’t in regu-
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Walt Thompson showed us
how to clean rolling stock
wheels easily and cheaply
by installing scrubbing fabric between the rails, soaking it with rail cleaning fluid
or isopropyl alcohol, then
running cars or locos over it.
Subsequently running over a
clean cloth completes the
job.
More retreat pg. 4
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Spring has sprung! At least according to the calendar. Another year of TCD
clinics is fast coming to a close. Our meeting on April 14 will be the conclusion of a six part series to build a module from design to detail. I was enthused enough with the challenge and scale of the project to follow along and
build my own module! Hopefully, there has been some bit of advice or modeling tip that you can use for your own layout, from someone working on a
layout for the first time, to the seasoned veteran, even a Master Modeler. The
model contests have been following in step as well, with this month being
vehicles. May will conclude for displaying any finished modules (or those
still in construction), and the contest is about weathering (building, rolling
stock, vehicle, etc.).
May is also the time for the annual Business Meeting of the Twin Cities Division and election of two of our four officers. This year, the Superintendent
and Chief Clerk (Secretary) are up. Elected officers serve for two year terms,
and currently there are also six appointed positions of one year terms. ALL of
them are filled with a Division member who agreed to volunteer a little of his
time to help enhance this hobby we call Model Railroading. You must be a
member of NMRA to hold a position, as we are a division of that organization. We will also talk about ideas for clinics and model contest for the next
year. There will not be any door prize drawings, but a final drawing of tickets
sold throughout the year will be held, so remember to bring YOUR tickets.
Keep in touch this summer with the Twin Cities Division web site, and also
on Facebook. Let us know how this works for you, as a Division member, a
model railroader, or someone interested in the hobby. Looking for more model railroading action? Check out our region’s annual convention, this year in
Fargo, North Dakota, May 26-29, through the Thousand Lakes Region web
site. Or, bigger yet is the NMRA National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, July 3-10. Don’t pass up the local shows along the way, and National
Train Day is being celebrated at the Union Depot in St. Paul, April 30 and
May 1. Do some railfanning, ride a light rail line, visit railroad and model
museums across the country (there are some really great ones out there), or
even ride one of many scenic train excursions. Dave Hohle, Superintendent

New-Fangled Rust for Rolling Stock
There was a table at the retreat where rust decals were displayed. The idea also
appeared in the Mideast Region newsletter, The Local. They work. See page 7
for more pictures of rusted cars. The possibilities are endless.

The Crossing Gate

An important story missing from this issue concerns the TCD’s module project, our “program” for most of this season. Begun with high hopes that it would stimulate participation from some of our quieter members, it will sputter
to a close at the April meeting not having fulfilled those hopes. Admittedly, the logistical problems of involving
several people in, literally, a project with a moving target on a small stage were not entirely foreseen. Perhaps,
therefore, it had to unfold the way it did, with only a few members performing. But, there was room and there were
roles for more performers. Maybe we should try it again with individuals at the TCD meetings producing small
components of the whole, such as structures or scenery pieces, rather than expect a different person or group to pick
up the whole project each month. That way might work better, and there still will be pieces needed to make the
module presentable and functional.
Wayne Bjorlie, ed.

Dressing Up an Old Snowplow and
C

Lighting its Way
By Jim Bernier

The MILW X900138 is a very old Rivarossi model from the late 50s or early 60s. I based my work on a Paul
Larsen article in Model Railroader magazine. I disassembled and stripped the model of the factory paint. I did the
following modifications:
*Remove the cast on grab irons. *Remove the cast on lift rings on the concrete weight. *Drill starter holes for
Tichy grab irons and Detail Associates lift rings. *Drill/Tap for a 2-56 screw to mount the Kadee coupler box.
*Remove the old 'pizza cutter' metal wheels and ream out the trucks with a Micro Mark 'Truck Tuner'.
*Insert I-M 33" metal wheel sets in the trucks. *Replace the old dropping resistor and lamp with a LED and constant voltage circuit from Evans Designs. *Paint everything except the concrete weight with 'Oxide' paint.. *The
weight got 'Aged Concrete' paint.
The car is lettered with individual decals from my scrap box(Champ).
Things yet to be done are a complete brake rigging/plumbing on the underbody, and maybe a coupler mount on the
front. Also I need to replace the brake wheel on the rear of the car body. The new lighting system is very solid and
does not 'flicker' - Nice.

Spring 2016
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Getting RTR Rolling Stock Ready to Run
by Lester Breuer, MMR
Recently you purchased another RTR “Ready to Run” piece of rolling stock. You open the box, put the car on
the track, couple an engine to the new car, then attach a caboose (well in my time period you do) to make up a
short train to run to enjoy the new car. Maybe you will and maybe you will not. I am sure many of you will do it
this way and be satisfied; however, it has not proved to be the case for me.
I prefer to perform several steps before putting that new piece of rolling stock on the track. The first thing I do is
clean the wheels. Clean the wheels on a new piece of rolling stock? Yes, I find many new pieces of rolling
stock out of the box have trucks with wheels with oil or some other substance on them from the manufacturing
process. A quick way to clean the wheels is to lay a paper towel over a section of track, run an old deep flanged
truck over the paper to settle it onto the track, grab a cotton swab and wet the flange depression with 91% isopropyl alcohol, and roll the car back and forth over the wet paper towel. Once no crud is coming off the wheels,
change to a dry paper towel to dry the wheels using the back and forth motion.
With the wheels cleaned, I next check to make sure the trucks pivot from side to side on the bolster kingpin. The
reason for this is that if the truck is too tight and cannot pivot it will derail in turnouts. Assuring a truck’s proper
pivoting may not seem obvious, but it can be an easy fix to a derailment problem.
The last step with the trucks is to check the wheel gauge, which I do with an NMRA gauge. As we all know, if
the wheel sets are not in gauge you will have derailment problems.
Next, I check the couplers. I prefer the Kadee coupler to other brands. If the rolling stock does not come with
Kadee coupler, I normally change them.
Incorrect coupler height could cause failure to couple, untimely decoupling, or a snagged trip pin. Make sure the
coupler height is correct by checking it with the Kadee coupler height gauge. You can get the gauge in metal or
plastic. The plastic one is great, as you can use it on track that is powered without fear of causing a short. You
can use the NMRA gauge to check the coupler height; however, the Kadee gauge, in my opinion, is much easier
to use.
If I find the coupler is drooping, I correct it. The basic problem is that the coupler is, somehow, not seated
properly in the coupler box, or the box, itself, is not positioned right.
The final check is that of the coupler trip pin. If you use magnetic uncoupling, it is important to have the trip pin
height correct. I do not use magnetic uncoupling, so I adjust the trip pin height a trip pin width higher to prevent
that chance of a snag at a turnout or road crossing. You can cut the trip pin off as some do; however, you should
be aware you cannot manually replace them later on a Kadee coupler as they are mechanically inserted, curved,
and trimmed off in a machine.
With the simple checks now complete the car goes on the track. I get an engine and caboose and I make up a
train including the new car. I run the train watching the new piece of rolling stock perform without problems.
Model Railroading is Fun!
Jim Bernier brought to the retreat a group of RTR cars
on which he had performed various cosmetic changes
to improve the realism of his fleet. This involved
installing brake equipment on the undersides, and improving the grab irons, ladders, and some doors. He
may have executed some of Lester’s advice, too, to
improve running.
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The Crossing Gate

Meet Martin and Jane Carlsen
Martin and Jane Carlsen have been regular attendees at TCD meetings at the Jackson Street Roundhouse for years,
and both are NMRA members. Though they have no home layout, they don’t really need one. Martin is a stalwart
member of the New Brighton Connection modeling group, while Jane works on her railroad-themed sewing and embroidery projects and brings home the blue ribbons from the non-rail contests at TLR
conventions. Martin’s career was as a diesel mechanic working on semi trucks. He
later did maintenance at a physics lab, though he claims not to know how to spell it.
One thing he does modestly admit to knowing is how to construct layout modules. He
invents new uses for ordinary hardware and new techniques with wood.

Martin’s fold-up legs utilize simple rounding
of the 2X2 ends. He attaches separate modules
together with casket hinges. He aligns track
with a homemade tool.
Their friend C.J. Pappas is occupying part of their garage
space with his speeder, which is almost ready to roll. It is a
1942 Fairmont M-19, originally owned by the Atlantic Coast
Line in South Carolina and bought by C.J. two years ago for
$800. See more about it in the Summer 2016 Crossing Gate.

Photos & text by W Bjorlie
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Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events

Sat Apr 2

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show, Century College, White Bear Lake, MN
9am-2pm. Adm $5, under 13 free. Info: Tom Jefferson 651-429-2885

Sat Apr 9

Granite City Train Show. National Guard Armory, 1710 Veterans’ Drive
St Cloud, MN 10am-3pm. Adm. $6, under 11 free. Info: 320-255-0033 or visit Granitecitytrainshow.com

Sat Apr 23 &
Sun Apr 24
Sat Apr 16

Newport Model RR Club Train Show & Sale. 9:30am-3:00pm. Woodbury
High School 2665 Woodlane Dr. Woodbury, MN 55125 Adm. $5, under 12
free. Info: 952-200-9729.

Sat Apr 30 &

St Paul Union Depot Train Days. Amtrak Exhibit Train to appear.

Sun May 1

Free tours of train and fun for kids. Model trains.

Sat May 7

Twin Cities Model Railroad Museum Train Show. Minnesota State Fairgrounds Education Building. 9am-3pm Adm: $6 under 8 free

Sat May 14 &

See Speeders. St Croix Valley RR. Rush City, MN.

Sun May 15

Info: Don Schoeb 507-327-5294

Fri –Sun

TLR Convention Baymont Inn & Suites, Fargo, ND
Live Steam in 2016 Cody Grivno banquet speaker. Rollag steam threshers.
Industrial tours. Info: http://www.thousandlakesregion.org

May 27-29

Sat Jun 18 &
Sun Jun 19
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Great Minn Train Expo 3870 Pilot Knob Rd, Eagan, MN. SEE Choo-Choo
Bob and GRVS N-Trak layouts. Sat & Sun 9am-5pm Adm: $5, under 8 free

Annual Strawberry Fest RR Show & Model Contest at Waupaca, WI. Soo.
CN. Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm Info: 715-258-8218

The Crossing Gate

TCD Timetable

Meetings at the Jackson Street Roundhouse 2016
Contest
Apr 14 TCD LAYOUT PROJECT

Vehicles

Structures, Vehicles, People, etc.

May 12 TCD Annual Meeting and Election of Officers

Weathering

Oct 13 First meeting of the new 2016-17 season
The rust decals used are products of Weathering Solutions and can be seen on their website:
www.weatheringsolutions.com. There are many decal sets.

Photos by W. Bjorlie, ed.

PRE-MEETING DINNER GET-TOGETHERS
McDonald’s University Ave & Marion Street
GATHER ABOUT 5:30 PM ** EVERYONE IS WELCOME
** OR **
Keys Café and Bakery, 1682 Lexington Ave N, Roseville, MN 55113
5:15 on the day of TCD meetings. For those from the northern suburbs.

Lecture on Surviving Minnesota train Depots
Bill Schrankler will look at Minnesota railroad history through brief studies of depots, including six in Ramsey County. Monday Apr. 25, 1:00 pm. 1780 West 7th St, St. Paul 55116
Adm: $15
Spring 2016
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T H E C R O S S I N G G ATE
Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

NMRA National Convention

Subscribe or Renew
Now

THE CROSSING GATE!

Send $10 per year (two year max)
for printed black & white version by mail to:
Twin Cities Division
4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376
FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!!

Next 3 Meetings:
Apr 14, May 12, Oct 13
Jackson Street Roundhouse 7:00 PM
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
St. Paul, MN 55130

Enclosed is $ ________ for _______ year(s).

□

US Mail (paper, black/white)

NMRA
Thousand Lakes Region,
Annual Convention
Fargo, North Dakota
May 26-29, 2016

Live Steam in 2016

□

New Subscriber
Renewing Subscriber
I want my CROSSI NG GAT E delivered by:

Indianapolis, IN
July 3-10, 2016

Electronic mailing (email, color)

□
□

Name: _______________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ________________________________

In accordance with stated NMRA
policy, to participate in almost any
regular Twin Cities Division activity, you must be a member of
NMRA or become a member of
NMRA after three visits as a nonmember during your lifetime.

State/Zip: _____________________________
Email: ________________________________
@ _________________________________
Phone: _______________________________
Preferred Modeling Gauge(s):_______________
____________________________________

We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Contributors to This Issue:
Jim Bernier

Lester Breuer, MMR

Martin & Jane Carlson

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Historic Rail
640 Taft St NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

Blick Art Materials (Roseville)
2389 Fairview Ave
Roseville, MN 55113

Exact Rail
1053 S 1673 W
Orem, UT 84058

Menard’s
4777 Menard Dr
Eau Claire, WI 54703

Coastman’s Scenic Products
17 Hamlet
Port Oxford, OR 97465
www.coastmans.com

Minnesota Commercial Railway
508 Cleveland Ave N
St Paul, MN 55114
Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

