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TCD Retreat Ended Winter Doldrums
For the Twin Cities Division, NMRA, a new kind of meet was organized on
February 28. The meet brought out many TCD regulars and others who are
not able to make the Thursday night meetings, members who have lapsed
memberships, and interested new comers. The Twin Cities Railfan and
Modeler’s Retreat room was filled with displays showing excellent craftsmanship in motive power, freight and passenger cars, dioramas, electronics
and layout building. Everyone who attended commented on the excitement
and camaraderie the meet generated.
(left) George Fisher showed his
scratch-built Climax, along with a
few other steamers, all beauties.

The Hennepin Overland
Railroad Museum (2501
East 38th St., Minneapolis 55406) is a gem of
model railroading that is
available to the general
public in the Twin Cities
but that is little known to
folks who aren’t in regu-

(below left) Terry Hartman produced
this very complete N-scale grain handling facility with fine detail. The
local Chamber of Commerce must
have been smiling all of the time in
the last few years.
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Ken Zieska, right, organizer of the retreat, visits with Art VanDeWater, TCD’s layout
tour chair.
(left) A water-powered mill built by
Terry Johns from a Fine Scale Miniature Kit and other scratch-built
features such as the mill race and
dam. This was a fascinating and
extremely well executed model, perhaps the highlight of the retreat.
More retreat on pages 3 and 5.
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We are closing in on another year of programs and my first as your Superintendent. It has been great to see the attendance stay up and more models for the
monthly contest. I am used to reports and running meetings, but I depend on the
other board members to make contacts with fellow modelers and to provide handson experience to bring the clinics to life. And this is really about YOU, the model
railroader, whether you’re working on a layout for the first time or a seasoned veteran, even a Master Modeler.
We have four elected officers for the Twin Cities Division, and as many appointed positions as is deemed necessary. Currently there are six. Elected officers have
two year terms, and appointed positions are one year terms. ALL of them are filled
with a Division member who agreed to volunteer a little of his time to help enhance the hobby of Model Railroading. At the Business Meeting in May, we will
again elect two officers, this year being the Assistant Superintendent and DirectorAt-Large. There is also an opening for a Home Layout Tour Director and for Paymaster (Treasurer), if someone is willing to take that job on. We will also talk
about ideas for clinics and model contest for the next year.
The Twin Cities Division web site has been overhauled and is up and running.
Check it out, and also our Facebook page. Let us know how this works for you, as
a Division member, a model railroader, or someone interested in the hobby. Want
to see more model railroading action? Check out our region’s annual convention,
this year in Thunder Bay, Ontario, May 22-24, through the Thousand Lakes Region web site. Or bigger yet, is the NMRA National Convention in Portland, Oregon, August 23-29. National Train Day is being celebrated at the Union Depot in
St. Paul, May 9. Our TCD Spring Layout Tour also will take place on May 9,
when we will visit 3 layouts. Thanks to Art VanDeWater for putting that together.
Watch for a special e-mail with tour details from our paymaster.
Dave Hohle, superintendent

As an NMRA division, we must tip our hats to Ken Zieska for spearheading the
Winter Retreat. The retreat was a new concept as far as division programming
is concerned, and it attracted not only the regulars from TCD but also a few
old-timers who haven’t been active lately and a few who may never have been
involved with the NMRA. The retreat was a kind of mega-clinic, or, if you
will, a mini-convention, in which accomplished modelers showed their stuff.
We also must bow to Becker’s Model Railroad Supply and Scale Model Supply, who each donated three shopping certificates for use as door prizes. Courtesy of Monster Model, a kit of theirs was given away as grand prize.
For a short while, I had a job driving railroad crews around. It was great to
hear them talk railroading in the van and to get close to the huge railroad hardware in a semi-official capacity where I didn’t have to worry about RR dicks or
Homeland Security. Most on the crews were young but mature and seemed to
have gotten into the job as a job like any other. It was a happy experience for
me to learn that Jean, the 15-year-old trainee and a distant relative, is getting a
great start on his RR career in France. (See page 7.)
Wayne Bjorlie, ed.
The Crossing Gate

Meet Bill Dredge
Bill Dredge was born 76 years ago in Minneapolis, and he has been into railroads for over 70 years. His
railroad experiences cover both the prototype and the model, and he pursues each with obvious fervor.
During WWII, Bill’s family lived in LaCrosse, WI, where his dad was
involved in railroading for the war effort. Back in ‘43 and ’44, Bill saw
the famous CNW “400” come through LaCrosse. In ’49, he made his
first long-distance train journey, and it would have been a memorable
ride. He rode the Burlington Zephyr to Chicago to attend a railroad fair;
then, he came home to Minneapolis on the “400.” Bill tells about how
he effortlessly mixed the prototype and the model for many years as a
youth. He would catch the Hiawatha from near his home in Minneapolis
down to St. Paul Union Depot, where he would hang out at the model
railroad display for hours. Then, he would grab the Zephyr back to Minneapolis. (It doesn’t get better than that.)
Bill speaks fondly of an important figure in his early life, a fortunate
connection many of us wish we had experienced. Oscar Semingson was
a conductor on the Zephyr and took young Bill under his tutelage, filling
his ears with railroad lore and motivating him to enter the modeling
phase of railroading.
Bill’s first models in the early 1950s were F-units made by Globe Models, the predecessor of Athearn, who bought out Globe. These were early plastic models, and Bill got started with them to follow a hobby he has
maintained ever since. As faithfully as he can, he tries to model the locomotives and cars of passenger trains he knew and rode. His favorites
are the Zephyr and the Empire Builder.
Bill only joined the National Model Railroad Association after he retired from his 37-year job as a computer operator with the State of Minnesota. He presently serves as an at-large director for the TCD. He
has no layout at home but runs his trains at the Hennepin Overland club layout. He also is active in the
National Railroad Historical Society’s North Star Chapter in Minneapolis.
Bill manages one big train ride per year to the West Coast. His latest was the run out of Denver to Sacramento on the old Rio Grande and Western Pacific lines. He usually goes to Los Angeles and even San
Diego. He has lost count of the number of times he has visited the model railroad museum at Balboa
Park in San Diego: “10 to 20 times,” he says. There you have it: he can’t keep the prototype and the
model untangled, so he doesn’t try.
Text & photo be W. Bjorlie

TCD members who have been less active recently, such as Fred Holzapfel, came to the TCD Winter Retreat. Fred
was the first editor of the Crossing Gate, and he, along with Les Breuer and the late Jim Perske, helped start the Twin
Cities Division in the 1970s. (Fred left, Les right)
Another outstanding structure by
Ed Romo. Ed models the Tex-Mex
border region, where he models a
mining operation. This model,
showing Ed’s careful attention to
detail, was at the retreat.
Spring 2015
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Setting the Brakes

by Les Breuer, MMR

Jeff, the engineer on the local VO1000 switcher had just set-out the five coal hoppers delivered by the Milwaukee Road on the Northern States Power coal track, and now he was setting out the acid tank car also delivered
by the Milwaukee on the Bass Lake Jct. siding. He stopped the engine, climbed down from the cab and uncoupled the tank car on what appeared to be a level track. Man, you should have seen the look of horror on his face
as the tank car, with brakes not set, began to roll down the siding! It rolled and rolled and rolled, about three
hundred fifty HO scale feet would be my guess. So back he went to pick up the tank car and spot it again, but
this time he set the brakes on the car. How could he set the brakes on an HO scale acid tank car?
In years past, when rolling stock was set out, it usually stayed in place since it was not as free-rolling as cars are
today. Though manufacturers now build great, free-running cars, they have not yet provided modelers with a
working set of hand brakes. We do have several means to set brakes when we spot a car on track that is not level. Plant a stiff- bristled brush between the tracks to catch the axle of the truck to prevent roll. Place some material on the track as a track skate to stop the car, or stick an uncoupling tool in the track to hold the car. Rig a
switch machine to move a wire up through a hole in the track to
catch a car axel to prevent roll, or control such a wire manually.
These are tried and true methods, but you might want to look at
a couple of new ways that work to set brakes on rolling stock.
Crews use them during operating sessions on my Minneapolis &
Northland Railroad Company.
The first method is the “Vos” brake, named for a friend, Dave
Vos, who was using this method on his Cumberland Northern.
The Vos brake is a piano wire, .020 inch in diameter, bent into a
flat “U” shape to catch the rolling stock axle when the brake is
set by the operator. The wire brake is placed on a track
with a few track spikes. (See photo of Vos brake down.
Above, left) When a car is set out, the operator moves the
lever and sets the Vos brake to hold the car in place. (See
photo of Vos brake up. Right)
The second method is the “clothespin” brake, much simpler than the Vos brake because it is RTR, and no fabrication or installation is needed. Yes, a tiny clothespin acts as
a track skate. The beauty of the clothespin is that you can use it anywhere on the railroad. The tiny wooden
clothespins are purchased at Michael’s craft store. You can reshape the clothespin for a better fit on the track,
and you can paint it. For better and longer lasting operation
of the clothespin brake, I cement the wire that holds the
clothespin together to the wood sides of the clothespin to
prevent the pin from coming apart during use. I use a drop
of mixed 5 minute epoxy to cover the wire on both sides.
Now you know how Jeff set the brakes on the acid tank car
when he set out the car on Bass Lake Jct. siding the second
time. He used the clothespin brake, and you, too, can use it
on your railroad. Or, try the Vos brake, if you prefer. You
now have two more proven methods you can use to set
brakes on cars on your railroad during operating sessions to
keep cars from rolling from their spotted location.
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Photos by Les Breuer

The Crossing Gate

TCD Contest Winners
Dave Herbert won the January contest on Passenger Equipment. Dave wonder fully modeled a Canadian National car named “Thunder Bay,” with which he was familiar during an earlier phase of his life in the Northeast. The
car ran on the Lehigh Valley Railroad. Dave’s execution of the interior details of the car was of fine quality, and the
subdued exterior paint job was effective in representing a working car.

Wayne Bjorlie’s r epr esentation of a wor k caboose won the February
contest on Maintenance of Way. The car was an improved Athearn work
caboose with added features such as the crane, borrowed from an old
Vollmer coal station kit, as well as tools and barrels. The car is decorated
for the Midland Continental Railroad, the theme road on his layout.
Jerry Larson’s HO-scale supply shed with interior details and landscaping, including outhouses, won the March
contest for lineside structures.

Text & photos
by W. Bjorlie

Les Breuer brought to the TCD Winter Retreat a display of several kitbashed or
scratch-built freight cars that garnered
much attention from the group. This poultry car might as well be called a scratchbuild because of the extensive work installing the roof structure, new door, and
cage, made of bridal veil material. Apparently, he thought the chickens would not
remain “live” during the cold trip to the
retreat, so they’re missing in this picture.

Retreat text & photos by
W Bjorlie

Spring 2015
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Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events

Sun Mar 22

Three Rivers Model Train Show 300 Harbor View Plaza, La Crosse, WI 54602 Sat 9am5pm; Sun 10am-4pm Adm. $6, under 12 free Info: 608-789-7533

Sat Mar 28 &

Randolph, MN Railroad Days 9-3:30 Sat, 10-3 Sun. Adm: $5, under 13 free.

Sun Mar 29

Randolph High School , Railyards, and Museum. 29110 Davisson Ave

Sat, Apr 11

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show, Century College, White Bear Lake, MN

Sat Mar 21 &

9am-2pm. Adm: $5, under 13 free. Info: Tom Jefferson 651-429-2885
Sat Apr 11 &

Happy Grandparents Model Train Show 920 21st St S Menomonie, WI

Sun Apr 12

Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm Adults $5 Stud. $3 Info: 715-505-4044 (evenings)

Sat, Apr 18

Granite City Train Show. National Guard Armory, 1710 Veterans’ Drive, St. Cloud, MN
56301 10am-3pm. Adm. $6, under 11 free. Info: 320-255-0033

Sat Apr 18

Newport Model RR Show at Woodbury Sr. High School, 2665 Woodlane Dr,
Woodbury, MN 9am-3pm. Adm: $5, under 12 free. Info: 952-200-9729

Sat Apr 25 &

Great Minn Train Expo 3870 Pilot Knob Rd, Eagan, MN SEE Choo-Choo Bob

Sun Apr 26

and GRVS N-Trak layouts Sat & Sun 9am-5pm Adm: $5, under 8 free

Sat May 2 &

Gopher State RR Museum, New Prague, MN 10am-3pm

Sat Jun 6

See old RR equipment and ride SW-1 engine

Sat May 9

Twin Cities Model Railroad Museum Train Show. Minnesota State Fairgrounds
Education Building. 9am-3pm Adm: $6

Sat May 9

St. Paul Union Depot National Train Day Celebration

Fri –Sun

TLR Convention Prince Arthur Waterfront Hotel, Thunder Bay, Ontario
TLR Northwood Rails 2015
For info, check: http://www.thousandlakesregion.org

May 22-24
Sat Jun 20 &
Sun Jun 21
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214 4th St East

Annual Strawberry Fest RR Show & Model Contest at Waupaca, WI. Soo. CN.
Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-3pm Info: 715-258-8218

The Crossing Gate

TCD Timetable
Meetings at the Jackson Street Roundhouse 2015
Modern Era
Apr 9

Clinic on Molding Parts and Pieces

Diesels
(Not 1st Gen.)

May 14 TCD Annual Meeting and Election of Officers

Caboose

One Youngster’s Railroading Future is Set
Introducing Jean, 15 years old and a tenth-grader in eastern France, who is already a worker
on the French National Railway, the SNCF: Jean says he has “always” been interested in railroads, and, in France, there is a way for such young people to realize their ambitions. Jean
declared his interest to the SNCF (Societe Nationale du Chemin de Fer) and then took an examination to see if he was ready to begin his career. The railroad saw his test results and
made him an offer: for the next three years, attend a certain high school in Strasbourg, near
his home, spending two weeks of every month at school and two weeks every month on the
job at the railroad, learning the business from bottom to top. He was one of 26 who made the
cut, out of 250 who tried. The railroad pays all school costs. He is paid a salary of 362 Euros
per month (about US$400). As an added annual benefit, his parents each get two free tickets
on the SNCF.
From his small hometown, he travels to Strasbourg daily
by (what else?) train. At school, he studies mechanics,
electricity, and automatic systems repair, as well as the
usual language, math, and social studies. In his working
weeks, he is now repairing electrical components of all
kinds. He will switch to other jobs eventually to learn
other aspects of the business. He works as part of a 20person team that includes to two student/trainees. Jean
has his own mentor.
After the three-year school period, he can choose to start
working for the railroad or continue schooling. He wants
to become a train engineer, so he will declare his candidacy for that training, take a test, and, he hopes, spend another
year training to be a train driver. He says he would prefer to work passenger trains, not freight.
Jean has an under-his-bed railroad he brings out to run an HO-scale SNCF passenger train. He belongs to a modeling
group near Strasbourg and sometimes runs his trains there, too.
Text & photo by W. Bjorlie
How does a young fellow get started on a career with a U.S. railroad?

Spring 2015
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We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Contributors to This Issue:
Les Breuer

Bill Dredge

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Historic Rail
640 Taft St NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

Blick Art Materials (Roseville)
2389 Fairview Ave
Roseville, MN 55113

Exact Rail
1053 S 1673 W
Orem, UT 84058

Menard’s
4777 Menard Dr
Eau Claire, WI 54703

Coastman’s Scenic Products
17 Hamlet
Port Oxford, OR 97465
www.coastmans.com

Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

Minnesota Commercial Railway
508 Cleveland Ave N
St Paul, MN 55114

