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CLINICS AT NMRA 75
~LOOK FORWARD AND BACK~
Would you like to learn how to create a modern CTC panel for your layout using CATS? Or maybe you’d like to find out more about building
kits made from brass etched parts, or increase your knowledge about
chapel cars. Did you even know there were such things as chapel cars?
You can learn about these topics and many more by attending the clinics
at NMRA 75, the National Model Railroad Association convention for
2010. This year the NMRA celebrates its 75th anniversary, so its altogether fitting that our national convention be held in Milwaukee Wisconsin, the city where it all began. The dates are July 11th through the 18th.
While NMRA 75 will take an affectionate look back at our hobby’s days
of old, it will also be looking ahead to the fresh and new. This year’s
clinic program reflects that idea very well. Of the 163 clinics scheduled to
be presented, 123 are brand new and never before presented at an NMRA
national convention. These new clinics will cover everything from scenery to structures to the newest trends in Digital Command Control. So if
you’re looking for fresh new ideas to enhance your modeling, NMRA 75
is the convention you must not miss!
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But not all the new clinics at NMRA 75 are about fresh new ideas. You
can look forward to a couple of them that look back. Clinician Paul
Hobbs will present Seventy-Five Years Of Development And Achievement In Model Railroading. Paul will review events, processes, inventions, companies and individuals that have made significant contributions to the hobby over the past 75 years. You might also want to see
Steve Stewart’s new clinic, Seventy-Five Years Of Railroading. Steve examines prototype railroading from what was in 1934 to what will be in
2011. And what could be more appropriate to bring the list of new clinics
to an end than one about the history of Milwaukee Road Cabooses?
As an added bonus, many of the new clinics at NMRA 75 will be presented by some of the best-known names in model railroading. Names
like Jack Burgess, Bruce Chubb, Chuck Hitchcock, Tony Koester, Sam
Swanson, Bill Schaumburg, Andy Sperandeo, Tony Thompson and
Wayne Wesolowski.
Of course NMRA 75 is about much more than clinics. To find out everything you need to know, visit our website at www.nmra75.org. You can
even register online. Come celebrate 75 years of model railroading this
summer in Milwaukee!
Oh, and in case you were wondering, no actual cats were harmed in the
making of that CTC clinic.
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Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be enthusiastically accepted! The preferred
format would be in Rich Text Format
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we
will accept any format (from a PC or
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed,
handwritten, scribbled on the back of a
bar napkin, etc.). Send it to your editor by regular mail to THE CROSSI NG
GAT E, 1405 Portland Ave, St. Paul, MN
55104, or by email to editor@tcdnmra.org.
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I hope you attended the January meeting and saw the great slide presentation of Vintage Rio Grande from James Platt. In February, Cy Syobodny
presented the slides on the Great Northern Station, engines, and scenery and more. Thanks to James and Cy from the division. In March we
have a tour of Jackson Street Roundhouse. I hope you will have a lot of
interest in steam to diesel, they have it all.
Walt has informed me that after two years as the editor he is stepping
down. Walt has done a great job and now someone else from the division
will need to fill his shoes. I would like to thank Walt for the dedication and hard work he has put in for the division for the last two
years.
Also, the two-year terms of superintendent and secretary are up. Please
submit your name to the secretary if you are interested in running for
office. There are over 200 members out there, please take some interest
and run for office or volunteer for some other duties. It will make you
feel good and the division needs you.
Your Superintendent
Ron Bodin

Seventeen— that’s the number of hard copies we
have gotten down to printing, collating, addressing, folding, sealing and putting into
the mail. If you can receive the Crossing Gate
by e-mail instead of print, please do contact
tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net to remove yourself from the snail mail list. If you know
other NMRA members that are not receiving
their electronic Crossing Gate, have them contact us at tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net to
get their e-mail address corrected.
It has been fun, I have learned a lot, and
I’ve met lots of people by being the editor of
the Crossing Gate for the last two years. Now
it’s time for somebody else to take over the
position.

CONTRIBUTORS TO
THIS ISSUE:
Jim Bernier
Don Schoenberger
Dave Daubert
Ron Einarson
David Norman
THANKS!
Deadline for contributions
to the next issue:

June 1st , 2010

With that I am stepping down, and this will be
my last issue of the Crossing Gate. I
have written a ‘how to’ guide for the
next volunteer editor to help them in
Deadlines for articles
using Microsoft Publisher, and I will
to be submitted:
assist them for a time. And I will
Issue
Deadline
return to writing articles for the
Crossing Gate. I have a couple already
Fall
September 1st
started about building signals for
Winter
December 1st
blocks and dwarf turnout position indiSpring
March 1st
cators.
Regards,
Walt

Summer

June 1st
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ATCS Monitor ~ Part 2 of 3
To bring the ATCS Monitor data to
your computer is a formidable task.
In simple terms; we use remote servers (hosted by individuals, usually at
their homes). The remote server data
is collected then forwarded via software to a main server. The user logs
into the main server via an internet
hosting service (we use Dynamic
DNS or dyndns.org).
In more detail here’s how this all happens— each remote server is comprised of an antenna, feed line, power
supply, radio(s), i-Mic(s), computer
(mouse/keyboard, no monitor) software, and an internet connection. At
the present time, we have 16 servers
and 2 main servers. There are 24 data
radios and 5 voice feed radios in use.
Some server sites have as many as 4
radios, some only have 1. The reason
there is more than 1 radio is due to
the Protocol the railroad is using for
the desired coverage area. For instance, on 900mhz, the MCP and BCP
are on 2 different frequencies and
thus we need 2 radios. A scanner is
not useable for data since the scanner moves frequencies and thus we
would miss numerous data packets. That would have a negative
effect on the dispatchers display.

setting which allows the computer to
start upon AC power application. In
other words, they will restart after a
power failure. This makes the servers
self maintaining. Also these used
computers are plentiful from a number of sources.
Software: There is one instance of
ATCS Monitor running for each radio
at each site. To get the data from the
remote server to the main servers requires software known as PitchCatch. Pitch is running at the remote
servers. It sends (pitches) the data to
a specified address(s) which Catch
receives at the main server(s). Catch
is configured to receive all of the
Pitches from the desired remotes.
Thus, when you log into the server,
you get the necessary data to populate a particular Layout. Each server
has LogMeIn installed on it. LogMeIn
is remote control software that allows
me to access the server to perform
maintenance, update software or restart an instance of ATCS which has

To test a site we rely upon the mobile setup. From the street or driveway, using the radios and antennas
on the car, we can get some idea of
what to expect in the way of reception. If the site tests OK from the car
at street level, then by reason we’ll
have a fairly good chance of capturing all of the target signals with a
larger and taller antenna installation.

Antennas: I use a variety of antennas, some are homemade some are
commercial antennas. Some are of
the yagi design; others are omni
directional. The area of desired coverage and frequency dictates the
type of antenna used.

Feed lines: LMR400 cable is the preferred feed line. Our Little Falls site
has 2 very long feed line runs where
we use hard line, Heliax to reduce the
signal loss.
Computers: For all of the servers I
have been using Dell Optiplex business computers. They have a BIOS
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Finding hosts: For
most railfans the idea
of an antenna in the
yard or attached to
their house is a frightening prospect (no
they are not a thousand feet tall!). To
date, all of the servers
are hosted by Ham
Radio
Operators.
Many Hams are also
interested in the railroading hobby. A
Ham Radio Operator
has long gotten past
the idea of an antenna
and/or tower in the
yard. No antenna, no
Ham Radio, it’s as
easy as that. So with
some luck we can add VHF & 900mhz
one more antenna. yagi antennas
Besides the necessary
antenna we must have internet, either
DSL or cable— dial-up will not work
for a server.

Testing a Potential Site

Equipment

Radios: I use only commercial
grade radios, made by Motorola or
MDS (Microwave Data Systems).

by Don Schoenberger

Server equipment: BCP & MCP radios

quit running. In a worst case scenario,
it allows a re-boot to the computer if
is has locked up. All this without interaction from the host.
Layouts: We use software known as
Track Builder3 to create the layouts.
For the most part, the layouts are
fairly good representations of what
the actual railroad dispatcher displays look like.

What I’ve written in this installment is the technical side of ATCS
Monitor. I’ve left off the “really” technical stuff as it’s quite involved, such
as tuning antennas, and configuring
the routers at the 2 main servers.

In the next and final installment,
I’ll write about using ATCS Monitor to railfan and just how invaluable it is to have trackside.
For more information visit
http://www.nmra.org
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Click the shutter and
win a steam cab ride!
With the single click of a shutter, you could find yourself riding
for a full day in the cab of an historic mainline steam locomotive
operated by the Union Pacific! It
can happen if your photo is the
winner of the National Model Railroad Association’s 75th Anniversary Photo Contest.
The member submitting the
winning photograph will win a cab
ride in one of the mainline steam
locomotives operated by the Union
Pacific on the Kansas City to
Jefferson City leg of the Missouri
River Eagle Excursion. And we’ll
make sure you’re there when the
conductor yells “All aboard!” because the winner will also receive
airfare (up to $500), two nights in a

hotel, plus transportation to and
from the excursion.
If you’re an NMRA member in
good standing, all you have to do
is submit a photograph depicting
one or more models of UP equipment and/or structures in a realistic scene. Your photo will be
judged for prototype fidelity of
both the modeling and the scene,
as well as for photographic art.
You can submit color prints, color
slides, or digital files on CD.
To be eligible, the photograph must
be in an envelope postmarked (or
originated in transit by a third-party
service such as FedEx or UPS) by August 31, 2010, and received no later
than September 7, 2010. Only one
photograph may be submitted per envelope, but there is no limit on the

number of photographs a member may
submit. Photographic prints, slides, or
digital images are acceptable. Prints
must be 8 x 10 inches. Digital images
must be taken with a camera of 7.1
megapixels or greater to satisfy the
printing requirements. All submitted
photographs shall become the property
of the NMRA, and the NMRA and
Union Pacific may use the photograph
in any manner they choose. All
members participating in the contest
agree to provide to the NMRA the
original medium of the photograph
(negative, transparency, or digital file)
if requested.
Send entries to: Robert J. Amsler, Jr., 514 Dover Place, St. Louis,
MO 63111. And if you send a print,
be sure to protect it from bending!
So get modeling and shooting
right away!

Twin Cities Area

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events
2010 weekends

Minnesota Free Mo. Wayzata Bay, Center Mall, Wayzata, MN. More information at www.mnfreemo.org,

Saturday, 01/30

Great Tri-State Rail Sale. Location: Civic Center, La Crosse, WI. Admission: Adults $3.00, under 12 FREE. 9:00 – 3:00 PM.
For more information: (608) 582-4761 or (608) 784-0036, www.4000foundation.com.

Sat/Sun, 03/20-03/21

La Crosse & Three Rivers 29th Annual Show. Location: La Crosse Center, 2nd & Pearl Street. La Crosse, WI. Sat 10:00
AM – 6:00 PM, Sun 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Admission: $5.00, under 12 FREE, $.50 off with food donation. For more information: Mark Bell at (H)507-894-8077 (C)608-797-4964, www.lax3riversmodelrrclub.com.

Saturday, 04/10

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show. Location: Century College, White Bear Lake, MN. 9 :00 AM – 2:00 PM. Admission:
$5.00, 12 & under FREE. For more Information: Tom Jefferson 651-429-2885 (home) 651-429-4463 (fax).

Saturday, 04/17

Woodbury Flea Market. Location: Woodbury Senior High School, 2665 Woodlane Drive, Woodbury, MN. 10 :00 AM –
3:00 PM. Admission: $5.00, under 12 FREE. For more information: 952-200-9729. Contact ic_geeps@yahoo.com.

Saturday, 4/24 10-5
Sunday, 4/25 10-3

Westminster Junction Model Train Show, 710 Olive Street, St. Paul, MN. Nine operating mode train layouts! Admission is
either a non-perishable food or cash donation to the Carpenter's Union food shelf. Web site: http://www.grvs.org.

Saturday, 05/01

15th Annual Alexandria Model Railroad Show. Location: Runestone Community Center (West Ice Area), County Road
#22 & #82 (North end of Alexandria), Alexandria, MN. 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. For more information visit their website:
www.trainweb.org/amra/index.html.

Fri-Sun, 05/28-05/30

NMRA/TLR Spring Convention — ‘Steam of the Prairies’. Location: Canadian Mennonite University, Winnipeg, MB. For
more information: http://www.thousandlakesregion.org/pages/2010winnepeg.html.

Sun-Sun, 07/11-07/18

75th Anniversary NMRA National Convention. Location: Milwaukee, WI. More Information at http://www.nmra75.org.

Fri-Sun, 07/16-07/18

The National Train Show. Location: Midwest Airlines Center, Milwaukee, WI. For more information visit:
http://www.nationaltrainshow.org/2010/milwaukee.html.
Submit events for listing to James Bernier at jrbernier@hotmail.com
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Walter,
I am a member of the Luce Line Railroad
I have been getting your e-mail notices
and your e-mail version of the Crossing
tices and would like to be kept on your
list.

Club in Hutchinson MN.
of your club activities
Gate. I enjoy your noe-mail Crossing Gate

Dick Desens

Walt,
FYI: the attachment came thru to me on your first message, as
well as the 2nd & 4th! No shame in forgetting to include the attachment occasionally. I'm sure we've all done so in either our
work or personal environment.
I received my hard copy today & will be contacting Eric to take
my name off the USPS list. I'm the editor of a fraternal organization newsletter. We have been using e-mail for 2-3 years and
still have about a third of our members who haven't provided an
e-mail address!
I know a few older members don't have computers and I suspect
apathy in the case of others. So goes life, I guess.
I'm happy to receive The Crossing Gate, even though I'm a bit
far away to take part in your activities. However, I did get to
see the Daylight steam engine as a result of a notice in The
Crossing Gate. Likely would not have known about it otherwise.

Note from the
Editor:
This is the text I sent to
Crossing Gate
subscribers when
emailing the
previous issue:
Attached is the
e-mail version of 28.4,
the Winter 2009
Crossing Gate.
This is a reply I got
from David Scharpe:
Would be nice of you to
attach it? Ha ha!

Bob Kuefler
Thanks, Walt,
I see you're stepping down, and I can't blame
you. Been there, done that, as you well know.
After doing The Fusee for five years and the
Crossing Gate for three, I'm calling it quits
at the end of Fusee Year 6 —next Fall.
But you and Joanne have done a TREMENDOUS job
at not only keeping the Crossing Gate alive,
but making it beautiful and something worth
receiving. Nice work! And don't forget your
editorship time counts for "volunteer" points
in the Achievement Program. Doing the Crossing
Gate and TCD website was how I got my Volunteer Certificate.
Nice issue, but...
Ron got some bad information. This is directly
from the NMRA website:
Member (with Magazine Subscription)
All Rights and Benefits;
Includes NMRA Scale Rails magazine
Cost - $58.00 (US) per year,
2 years for $116.00 (US)

SPRING 2010

Member (No Subscription)
All Rights and Benefits;
Does NOT include NMRA Scale Rails magazine
Cost - $39.00 (US) per year,
2 years for $78.00 (US)
Also, I take issue with him about the "older
NMRA members" stepping forward. The problem
is, as it always has been, the older members
already volunteered their time back in the old
days. We can't get many of the older members
to volunteer now because they've already put
their time in... and then some. Many of them
helped get the Division started back in the
early 80s and served as officers or editors or
Region Board members or National Trustees. We
need the younger members who haven't volunteered before to step forward.
And, as you well know, it's always the same
people stepping forward, time and time again.
— Gerry [Leone]
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R P M REVS UP AT N M R A 75
I

t started 75 years ago in Milwaukee— a group of model railroaders intent in setting interchangeability standards for
motive power, rolling stock, and track formed the National Model Railroad Association, or NMRA.
It started 25 years ago at the 50th Anniversary NMRA convention in Milwaukee— a group of model railroaders interested in the contemporary scene formed The Modern Prototype Modelers. Over the years the emphasis changed to prototype modeling from all eras. As a result the name changed too, and the group became known as Railroad Prototype Modelers or RPM.
ver the years both the NMRA and the RPM continued to grow and now 25 years later, both are meeting once
again in Milwaukee.
The event is NMRA 75, the National Model Railroad Association’s 75th anniversary convention. From July 11 the
through the 16th, RPM modelers and NMRA members from all over the world will join together to celebrate the accomplishments of two great organizations.
Just as NMRA standards spawned innovations that have changed the hobby, so too has the innovative modeling of
RPM members. In fact, the level of detail and the technical excellence of today’s models owe much of their origins to the
NMRA and the RPM. No doubt about it, there is much to celebrate, which is why you should come to this party!
n entire room will be devoted to RPM models from all over the world and you’re invited to bring yours to
display as well. The room will be open from Wednesday to Friday during convention week.
In addition to the RPM exhibit, NMRA 75 will offer a huge array of tours, clinics programs, and special events designed
for model railroaders and their non-modeling family members. That means NMRA 75 makes for an ideal family vacation
this summer!
Get all the details by visiting our website at www.nmra75.org. You can even register online. So join the party.

O

A

Come celebrate 75 years of model railroading this summer at NMRA 75!

MARBLE, COLORADO

Many of the white marble
buildings in Washington,
D.C. owe their origins to
the marble mine in Colorado. I lived in Colorado
for 20 years and spent a majority of that time as a
traffic engineer for the State. My job involved driving roads all over the state doing safety investigations. It is my opinion that the most impressive
place in all of Colorado is Marble and the associated rail facilities. I’ll let you find Marble on a map
of Colorado but generally it is south of Glenwood
Springs in the central mountains. After leaving the
state highway, the road follows the old railroad
tracks to the town of Marble. Along the way are
piles of white marble along the old railroad tracks.
If a load or a car overturned coming down the
mountain, the marble was scattered along the side
of the tracks. There was no equipment to lift the
blocks back on the rail cars so the blocks were left
were they fell.
Once in the town of Marble, the road ends and the
trip to the mine has to be made on foot. The trail is
gentle as it is the old railroad grade. As the story
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goes, the crews cut the marble out of the mountain
and loaded the blocks on rail cars with hoists. At
the end of each day, the work stopped at whatever
process they were currently working on. So, some
blocks were attached to hoists waiting to be loaded
the next morning. However, the next morning, the
mine closed. The loading area was left just the way
it was the night before. The rail yard is fascinating
with all the equipment just sitting there waiting for
the crew to come to work in the morning.
The mine is underground, sort of. I remember
three openings in the side of the mountain, large
holes in the side of the mountain. Once you walk
in the opening, the marble mine extends for a half
a mile inside the mountain but parallel to the side
of the mountain. The blocks which were cut out
make a step pattern down into the mine. There is
plenty of light from the openings in the side of the
mountain. The opening is at the top so you look
down several hundred feet of stair stepping blocks
to the bottom. It is impressive.
Respectfully submitted, Dave Daubert
THE CROSSING GATE

A quick and easy repair to a structure

By Ron Einarson

Ever find or purchase a used structure that loses something on its way
home? I got one structure from my late friend Charlie that was missing a
window. It was there when I left his place so I probably knocked it out
while bringing it home, or it got lost as I moved it around the layout/
workbench.
No problem, right? Just put a new window in and that ends the drama.
Sounds quick and easy but Charlie was an artist and mixed his own paints
to give his “stuff” a unique flavour. I dug into my spare parts bin and found
the matching window to the structure, then spent two weeks trying to
match the window colour. After many futile efforts I put the structure back
on the shelf until I could decide
what to do.
One Saturday afternoon I was
moving the structure while dusting off the shelf when an idea
stuck me. Why not just board up
the window? Too simple. I
grabbed my wood remnants box,
found several pieces of stained
wood, measure the opening, set
my chopper to the correct length
and proceeded to cut the necessary number of pieces. Some
white glue was used to affix the
wood to the empty window
opening. It took all of 15 minutes
to make the structure complete
and have it back on the layout.
Quick and easy, once the inspiration hit me.

Enclosed is $ ________ for _______ year(s).

□

□

New Subscriber
Renewing Subscriber
I want my CROSSI NG GAT E delivered by:
US Mail (paper, black/white)

□
□

Address:______________________________
City: ________________________________
State/Zip: _____________________________
Email: ________________________________
@_________________________________
Phone: _______________________________
Preferred Modeling Gauge(s): ______________
____________________________________
Preferred Prototype Railroad(s): ____________
____________________________________

Second Clinic

Contest

2009–2010 season
10/08
2009

Neil Hovind
The building guy

Neil Hovind
The building guy

Diesel Engines
Yard units

11/12
2009

Mary Swartoot
Continental Clay

Scott Secor
Weathering

Self-Propelled Car
RDCs, Gas, Electric, etc

12/10
2009

Holiday Auction

Holiday Auction

Layouts and Model
Photographs

1/14
2010

James Platt
Vintage Reo Grand

James Platt
Vintage Reo Grand

Steam Engines
Road Power

2/11
2010
3/11
2010

Cy Svobodny
Slides on GN
Round House
Museum Tour

Cy Svobodny
Slides on GN
Round House
Museum Tour

Flat Cars with Loads

4/8
2010

Dave Hamilton
Achievement program

Dave Hamilton
Achievement program

First Generation Diesels

5/13
2010

Business Meeting

Business Meeting

No Contest
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Send $10 per year (two year max)
for printed black & white version by mail to:
Twin Cities Division
4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376
FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!!
(No renewal necessary for email)

Name: _______________________________

Twin Cities Division Schedule for Meetings at the Roundhouse
First Clinic

THE CROSSING GATE!

Electronic mailing (email, color)

TCD Timetable
Month

Subscribe or Renew
Now to

Dioramas

Train Rides
Osceola, WI
or
Jackson Street
Roundhouse,
St. Paul
Present this coupon for
$2 off any
Adult Fare at Osceola
or
$1 off any
Roundhouse Ticket
Valid
Osceola, WI:
May–October
Roundhouse: Year ’round on
regular schedules only
(715) 755-3570
www.trainride.org
TCD08
Expires May 1, 2012
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Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376
Next Three Meetings:
April 8, May 13, September 14 at 7 PM
Where:
Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
St. Paul, MN 55130
651.291.7588

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN 55369
763.425.7171

Historic Rail
121 5th Ave NW
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

KDC Model Trains
915 Hopkins Ctr.
Hopkins, MN 55343
952.938.5456
http://www.KDC-Trains.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

Support your L
ocal Bus

inesses!

