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TCD Spring Layout Tour ANOTHER HIT
Our tour chairman, Art Hill, again put together an inspiring and informative tour of local Twin Cities layouts. Ed Traficante says his layout
represents nothing other than his affection for grain elevators. There are
more than a half-dozen. The checker-board pattern on the Purina building was done with paint and masking tape.
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An interesting, seldom-seen piece of rolling stock was his crew bunk car.
However, George’s most spectacular accomplishments have been his
many scratch-built engines, all built in brass to actual specs in HO scale.
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For article or photo submissions:

Welcome to summer! I find the hot and humid days of summer
make a great excuse to model railroad in the basement. If you do
also, I hope you are finding some of the activities we did last year
during our clinic schedule to be helpful. If you have other tips
and techniques that you would like to share, give me a call, and
we’ll see when we can have you make a short presentation to the
group. The 2012 TLR Convention in Sioux Falls last month was a
great event. I have met with Mike Engler and Greg Smith CoChairs of the 2013 Convention to be held in Bloomington, and I
can tell you they have an impressive list of activities for us to participate in.
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To volunteer your layout for a tour,
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Arthur Hill
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Open Position
ed@tcdnmra.org
Popular Vote Contest Chairperson
Steve Nitti
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quarterly by the Twin Cities Division
of the Thousand Lakes Region of the
National Model Railroad Association.
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Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be enthusiastically accepted! The preferred
format would be in Rich Text Format
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we
will accept any format (from a PC or
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, or
handwritten). Send it to your editor by
regular mail to THE CROSSI NG GAT E,
1922 Christensen Ave, W. St. Paul, MN
55118, or by email to editor@tcdnmra.org.
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We will start our schedule in October and we plan another interesting year. Three of our dates will be member meetings, but the
balance of the year will be clinics where we can invite nonmembers to join us and see the benefits of joining NMRA. Nonmembers pay a small entry fee to attend the clinics but I think the
value of our presenters has been well worth it.
Consider recruiting a new member into the NMRA. I have recruited Steve Doyle. You have seen his layout on TCD tours and
know what a great modeler he is. Steve learned many things
from TCD members as he was developing his skills. We welcome him to the NMRA and the Division with the expectation he
will share his skills with the rest of us so we can enjoy the hobby
more. When I say recruit, it need not be a brand-new member to
the NMRA. Recruit that long-time member who has become less
active. Recruit the guy who was a Division officer years ago and
tell him or her we are interested in their involvement. We will
never force them to take a high visibility role, but we want and
need their renewed participation.
Finally, thanks for your vote of confidence last spring. I am looking forward to working with all of you as your Superintendent.
Ken Zieska

The Crossing Gate

I feel really blessed that I am able to pursue model railroading in the company of so
many fine modelers. This was brought home once again as I sat in the final banquet at
the TLR convention and watched many members of our own Twin Cities Division,
NMRA, marched to the dais to receive the recognition they deserved. We have all seen
their work in the contests at the regular TCD meetings. What is more important, we can
regularly receive inspiration and advice from them at our clinics. What a wonderful
benefit of NMRA membership! Some of our members are working toward a rating as a
Master Model Railroader (MMR) through The NMRA Achievement Program. At the
convention, Tracy McKibben received his certificate for Model Railroad Author. At our
May meeting, Art Hill received two certificates, Scenery and Volunteer. Others of us
might be right behind; I hope we are. Our AP guy, Dave Hamilton, received the Bob
Dew Award at the TLR, having been recognized by the TLR board for five years’ service
to the region. So, there is much to work for in the hobby, and many who are willing to
help. Wayne Bjorlie, ed.
More TCD Spring Tour
George’s layout represents a mountainous region where avalanches can wipe out a line fast. The crew is
busy constructing a snow shed to help prevent that.

The third layout we visited is being built by Trace McKibben
in a limited space. While his lacks the spectacular scenery of
other layouts, he is making up for that with exquisite attention
to detail. In the Crossing Gate, we have seen his potato warehouse as he was building it. In this little wood shed, the “upNorth” woodsman is collecting his winter fuel supply.

Summer 2012
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Art’s Original Big-City Skyscrapers
By Art Hill
Modelers Rod Stewart and Steve Doyle inspired me to fill a vacant area on my layout
with a skyscraper scene. I liked the heights and the flashing lights at night.
I found kits by City Classic, Lunde, Spectrum, Custom Model Railroads and Miller
Engineering. They were fun, but time consuming, to build, and they cost a lot, by my
standards. I built a few and set them out to get a feel for how the scene might look. I
quickly discovered that I needed a lot more buildings even to judge what look I
wanted. I saw that it will take years to fill the scene. I wanted some mock-up buildings
quickly, so I would have a scene to look at.
Then, I discovered that AxMan Surplus has 3/8 inch foam core, many varieties of colored masking tape, and self-healing cutting boards, all at reasonable prices. Using pictures from Rod Stewart’s layout in Model Railroader as an
inspiration, I cut pieces of foam board to shape. For buildings square with the layout, I only needed three sides. For
buildings on the bias, I only need two sides to go up against
the backdrop. I then laid out the basic shape of the windows
and decorations with a compass. The key measurement was
window size. I used my kits as a base and decided that background tall buildings should be slightly smaller than true HO
scale. I set my divider to the proper floor height and just
went up the foam core poking holes for each floor. I then went across, poking holes for
the width. I cut the right color of masking tape to width by sticking it to the cutting
board and using a metal straight edge and a sharp knife. I
then just stuck the strips to the foam core to get the right
look. For each building, I needed to determine the proper
order of stacking the tape to
get the right look. I practiced
on scrap foam. I stuck the
window strips on first. For a
horizontal look, I put the vertical strips on second. For a vertical look, I put the vertical
strips on last.
I tried gluing the walls together but found making the
whole building flat and then bending it to shape worked
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

better. To get nice corners, I cut a V groove on the back, down to the front
paper layer and then bent. I glued the bends with hot melt glue. I might
weather with a light coat of gray paint.
Any combination of main structures and towers is possible. They look
even more realistic in night scenes.
These buildings will not win any merit awards, but I can build enough to
get my look for a few dollars and a few days, and they were fun to build.

Minutes OF TCD Annual Meeting
Called to order by Superintendent Ron Bodin at 7 PM., May 10, 2012.
Eric Boone submitted the Paymaster’s report for the fiscal year ending April 30. It showed a
net balance of $1202 for the year. We began the year with $2168 and had income of $2412,
including a grant of $900 from TLR. We spent $1987 for the projector and sound equipment
for which the division had received the TLR grant, and other expenses came to $1391. Thus,
we ended the year at $1202. (2168 + 2412 – 3378 = 1202)
We decided to continue renting the meeting space at the Jackson Street Roundhouse for another year at no change in the rent cost of $560.
Dave Hamilton, head of our NMRA Achievement Program, recognized two members for having earned AP Certificates: Art Hill received certificates for Association Volunteer and Scenery, and Tracy McKibben was honored for his work as a Model Railroad Author.
Ron Bodin had reached the time limit on his service as Superintendent, and a replacement was
selected by voice vote. Ken Zieska is our new Superintendent. No one was selected to replace
Ken as Assistant Superintendent; this will be done at a future meeting. Meanwhile, Ron Bodin
will serve in that capacity. Wayne Bjorlie was selected to serve temporarily as Chief Clerk until a permanent one can be named.
Cy Svobodny won this year’s drawing for $50. Adjourned at 7:53 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Wayne Bjorlie, Acting Chief Clerk.
Summer 2012
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TCD APRIL Contest Winners
Ed Romo, left, and Mike Engler went toeto-toe in the modeling contest at the April
TCD meeting. The theme was “dioramas,”
and these two excel at dioramas. As an indication of how accomplished both men
are, the popular vote contest was a tie. The
members couldn’t decide which should
win, and that was appropriate because they
both are winners. Both know how to
achieve that certain down-at-the heal look
that is the mark of a true artist and is
sought by many modelers. The more rust,
and the more dust, the better. The more
junk and detritus, the prettier.
Ed,’s “Mine Car and Repair Shed” was
one of the winners in April and portrays a
scene in the Sonora/Arizona border area
where Ed is from and where copper mining
is a big industry. Ed also received a merit
award at the TLR convention for this diorama.
Mike entered his “Ogden Scrapyard and
Locomotive Repair” in the April TCD
contest, and it was the other winner. It
shows Mike’s tremendous skill at making
structures look “used” as well as useful.
For many years, modelers have recognized Mike’s skills. This diorama won
the “Best in Show” award at the TLR
convention in Sioux Falls, which qualified Mike for the Jock Oliphant Award.
This was the fifth time Mike has won that
award.
Mike also won first place and a merit
award in the “Display on Line” category
for his Logging Camp, while Ed won
second place in that category for his
“Mercantile Dry Goods.”
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TCD Timetable
Meetings at the Roundhouse 2012-2013 Season
Month

First Topic

Oct 11
Meeting

NMRA Achieve2013 TLR Convention DCC Programming
ment
Hosted by TCD
Program
So you want to try Operations on your
Operations Planning
operations?
layout

Nov 8
Clinics

Second Topic

Dec 13
Meeting

Holiday Auction

Holiday Auction

Jan 10
Clinics

Scenic Water

LEDs for lighting
and signals

Feb 14
Clinics

Making latex
molds

Casting with latex molds

Help Topic

Contest
MOW
Yard Switchers
No Contest
Heavy duty
flat cars and loads
Model RR Photos
and videos

Mar 14
Clinics

Hopper cars
with loads

Apr 11
Clinics

Dioramas

May 9
Meeting

TCD Annual
TCD
Business Meeting Election of Officers

No Contest

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events
2011 weekends

Minnesota Free Mo. Wayzata Bay, Center Mall, Wayzata, MN. More information at
www.mnfreemo.org,

Sat, Jul 21

RAIL FAIR Copeland Park, Rose and Clinton Streets, LaCrosse, Wisc 54601. 10am to 5 pm
Railroad Show, Hobby Sale, Model RR Flea Market, and swap meet.. Guided tour of the
4000 Locomotive, a restored 4-6-4 , CB&Q Class S4a Hudson.
For info: http://4000Foundation.comTCD Timetable

TCD Timetable

Fri Aug 3 to

National Train Show in connection with NMRA National Convention

Sun Aug 5

Devos Place Convention Center 303 Monroe Ave Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Sat, Sep 24

17th Hutchinson Model RR Show, 10AM-4PM. McLeod County Fairgrounds,

TCD Timeta-

780 Century Ave SW Hutchinson, MN 55350
Admission $4, 12 & under free. Operating roads, large flea market, clinics, model contest.
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THE CROSS ING GATE
Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376
Next 3 Meetings:
Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13 7:00 PM
Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
St. Paul, MN 55130
651.291.7588

Subscribe or Renew
Now

Train Rides
Osceola, WI
or
Jackson
Street
Roundhouse,
St. Paul

THE CROSSING GATE!

Send $10 per year (two year max)
for printed black & white version by mail to:
Twin Cities Division
4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376
FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!!
Enclosed is $ ________ for ________ year(s).

□

□

New Subscriber
Renewing Subscriber
I want my CROSSI NG GAT E delivered by:

□
□

US Mail (paper, black/white)
Electronic mailing (email, color)

Name: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________
City: ________________________________
State/Zip: _____________________________
Email: ________________________________
@_________________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Preferred Modeling Gauge(s): ______________

Present this coupon for
$2 off any
Adult Fare at Osceola
or
$1 off any
Roundhouse Ticket

Valid
Osceola, WI:
May–October
Roundhouse: Year ’round on
regular schedules only
(715) 755-3570
www.trainride.org
TCD08
Expires May 1, 2013

____________________________________

We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Contributors to This Issue:
Art Hill George Fisher Ed Traficante Tracy McKibben

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN 55369
763.425.7171

Historic Rail
121 5th Ave NW
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

KDC Model Trains
915 Hopkins Ctr.
Hopkins, MN 55343
952.938.5456
http://www.KDC-Trains.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak
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