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The Hennepin Overland Railroad Museum (2501 East 38th St.,
Minneapolis 55406) is
a gem of model railroading that is available to the general public in the Twin Cities
but that is little known
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Hello, everyone. Some people think that the warmer weather means that
model railroad time goes down as we have more reasons to be outside. I
used to think that, but not any more.
I just recently returned from the joint regional convention that the Thousand
Lakes Region had with the Midwest Region in La Crosse, Wisconsin. I know
of a few train events coming up yet this summer, including the NMRA national convention in Salt Lake City. What could be better than a little travel, a
little trains, and meeting new people who like trains?
The Twin Cities Division board will be meeting shortly to set the schedule
for the upcoming season. If you have any ideas for clinics at the monthly
meetings please let me or one of the other board members know.
I hope you have an enjoyable summer and have a lot of time to spend with
what you enjoy.
Ron Olsen
-

Superintendent, Twin Cities Division

-

Lester Breuer’s Modeling

-

-
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The Crossing Gate

Our spring “Crossing Gate” is being lately issued, as spring is just turning into summer! It includes
most of the notable spring events and concludes with the season’s final TCD meeting on May 9th.
We hope that this issue will give you some good memories and items of interest.
As I have continued as the Editor, despite the help of many TCD members, the recent doctor has
discovered what is increasingly disturbing me. It is a significant brain problem called “Primary
Progressive Aphasia”. It has critically impacted my ability to be a competent Editor. Therefore, at
the last TCD meeting I submitted my resignation and requested a replacement , which I hope will
be quickly volunteered.

I am most grateful to TCD member Bruce Wollenberg, an early 1960’s university buddy, who is an
Electrical Engineering Professor Emeritus at the U of M. His depth of computer technology is what
has resulted in the composition and issuance of the Crossing Gate. Thanks, Bruce!
Dave Herbert, Editor

Lester finished a Funero & Camerlengo resin flat kit of Grand Trunk Western
SS Double Door Box Car 585034 with scratch built Hutchins roof.

Lester finished a Northern Pacific stock car, NP, 80163, an upgraded Proto 2000 kit. Upgrade
includes wire grab irons, uncoupling levers, retainer line and removal of molded plastic in areas
between boards to match NP Prototype.
Spring 2019
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Dan Dossa made a great presentation on Micro Model
Railroads

Tom Johnson’s test table for DCC decoders and
the new “Proto-Throttle” being discussed with
several TCD members

Lester Breuer MMR gave a great clinic on his model building
tools then spent the rest of the weekend sharing his knowledge
with other modelers
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Luke and Owen Lemmens (from Green Bay WI)
talk to Eric Boone about SOO line modeling

The Crossing Gate

Spring Layout Tours

-

The Depot lower right is Niles, where trackage is the
ATSF staging to the Sierra RR. A swing gate beyond the
double girder bridge connects the track. Around the corner is ATSF in Oakdale. The Yard below the Girder bridge
is the SP/Sierra. The SP in Oakdale is the far wall. The
upper level is Angels Branch of the Sierra from Jamestown, Ca. to Angels Camp, which is on the upper Left.

Lower level is Canyon tank Grade 3%. Far Left Peeled Onion
Mtn. upper level which is the Pickering Lumber Co.RR (Std.
ga.) Middle level is Groveland on the Hetch Hetchy RR. Upper level is HHRR trackage to Hetch Hetchy Dam. Structure
thru the bridge are at Hetch Hetchy Jct. with the Sierra RR.
Spring 2019

This is the mill of WSLCo (3’ gauge logger) in Tuolumne
which is the end of the line for the Sierra RR. This scene
shows the saw mill, box factory in back ground to the left
storage and loading building in for ground. (The crossover
of NG and Std Ga was built by Tom Gasier). The Sierra track
comes in at the opening on the far right from the main RR.

Dispatcher works with 10-12 operators with sheet on the
desk and phone system, using the orange light switchboard and a straight line diagram of the RR. The black fascia above desk is the Sierra track into Tuolumne.
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A C&NW SD-45 pulls a mixed freight through
Frogtown.

A BNSF ES-44ac pulls an intermodal train past
Northtown.

6

: A Milwaukee Road GP-9 switches cars at the
Hiawatha Milling District.

Looking over Pig's Eye Yard.

The Crossing Gate

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events
-

—

October 12-13

-

West Wisconsin Railroad Club 18th Annual Train Show. Eau Claire YMCA
Indoor Sports Center, 3456 Craig Road, Eau Claire, WI. 10am-5pm (Sat); 10am4pm (Sun) $6.00

Newport Club Flea Market at Woodbury High School, 9 am-2 pm. $5.00
Century College Greater Upper Midwest Train Show and Sale, 9 am-2 pm. $5.00
North Metro MRR Flea Market, VFW Coon Rapids, 9 am-2 pm. $5.00

-

-
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Minutes of the NMRA Twin City Division annual Business Meeting
May 9, 2019 at Jackson Street Roundhouse
1. Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Assistant Superintendent Elliot Feinberg.
2. Chief Clerk Art Suel took note of officer’s present; Assistant Superintendent Feinberg, Chief Clerk Suel, Paymaster Eric
Boone, Director at Large Dave Herbert and Public Relations/Education Chair David Hohle. A total of 18 members
were present. Feinberg declared a quorum exist.
3. Approval of Minutes
A. January 12, 2019. A short business meeting was held to vote on proposed amendments to the by-laws before the
clinic portion. Hohle/Boone moved to approve the minutes. Motion passed on voice vote.
B. May 10, 2018. Regular scheduled Business meeting of the TCD. Bjorlie/Van den Pas moved to approve. Motion
passed on voice vote.
4. Paymaster Report. Paymaster Boone went over the financial report. Balance as of May 9, 2019 was 2139.22. This was a
decrease of 290.22 from May 10, 2018 report. Walt Thompson questioned whether we should request a grant from
Thousand Lake Region to help offset Railroad Modeler’s Retreat cost. Zieska suggested he had some proposed changes to program and will elaborate later in the meeting. Thompson/ Bjorlie moved to accept report. Motion passed on
voice vote.
5. Director at Large report. Director Hebert stated he is term limited and with some personal health issues he is dealing
with, would decline an appointment to this seat. He will also be stepping down as Crossing Gate Editor.
6. Public Relations/Education Chair Report. Chair Hohle reports we have a good rapport with area hobby shops. Because of this we can get items for the monthly auction donated. He was happy with the results of the annual Chinese
auction in December. Flyers are at the local hobby shops and are at the local train shows.
7. Modeler’s Retreat. Chair Zieska reported that this was the lowest number of registrations in the three years of the
event. 98 modelers signed this year. We need to continue to publicize this event especially to out state Thousand
Lakes Region members. Has 6 clinicians lined up for next year’s event. A possible format change is being considered.
Friday would be operating sessions; Saturday clinics and model and railroad artifact displays. Sunday would be layout tours. Has calls from interested attendees who live in Denver, Chicago and Milwaukee.
Among details that need to be finalized is the date for 2020 and changing the name to TCD Prototype Meet. Paul
Smith liked the idea of operating sessions. Thompson was in favor of the Sunday layout tours. Zieska stated it was a
lot of work for his wife and him. Need a few members to step up and assist in the undertaking. About 1/3 of the attendees are nonmembers and we need to encourage them to join.
Another idea that is not related to the Retreat is our meetings. Zieska wondered if we should switch to quarterly or bi
-monthly meetings. The meetings could be longer with multiple clinics or presentations.
Thompson/Boone moved to establish a committee for the Modeler’s Retreat. Motion passed on a voice vote. Boone
said that the board needs to meet early this summer to hash out the questions on meeting frequency and what content
will be at each.
8. Other Business.
Paul Smith wondered if our electronic presence is user friendly. If it is not user friendly, TCD will have a harder time
attracting the younger generations. Feinberg stated we need to update our content on the Facebook page. Zieska
said Tom Gasior to him that our Facebook page is set up wrong. We need to let people post TCD related events,
stories and pictures on it.
9. Elections. Elections were held for Assistant Superintendent and Director at Large. Nominations were open for Assistant Superintendent. Elliot Feinberg was nominated. Motion to close nominations and cast a white ballot for Feinberg
was made by Thompson/Bjorlie. Motion passed on voice vote.
Nominations for Director at Large was opened. Feinberg stated there are no written duties, but duties as assigned by
Superintendent. Ken Zieska was nominated. Feinberg ask three times if there were any further nominations. Hearing none, he closed nominations. Hohle/ Bjorlie moved to elect Zieska. Motion passed on voice vote with no dissentions.
10. Thompson/Bjorlie moved to adjourned. Motion passed. Feinberg gaveled meeting to a close at 8:24 pm.
Respectfully submitted
Art Suel
Chief Clerk TCD

8

The Crossing Gate

NMRA National Convention

Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

-

If you really look at it, the 2019 National NMRA Convention will be one you don’t want to miss! Register today at
http://www.nmra.2019slc.org/registration/
For the complete listing of Convention clinics, tours, and events, go to http://www.nmra.2019slc.org/schedule/

We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Contributors to This Issue:

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Historic Rail
640 Taft St NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

Blick Art Materials (Roseville)
2389 Fairview Ave
Roseville, MN 55113

Exact Rail
1053 S 1673 W
Orem, UT 84058

Menard’s
4777 Menard Dr
Eau Claire, WI 54703

Coastman’s Scenic Products
17 Hamlet
Port Oxford, OR 97465
www.coastmans.com

Minnesota Commercial Railway
508 Cleveland Ave N
St Paul, MN 55114

SUPPORT LOCAL HOBBY BUSINESSES
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