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The Hennepin Overland
Railroad Museum (2501
East 38th St., Minneap-
olis 55406) is a gem of
model railroading that is
available to the general
public in the Twin Cities
but that is little known to
folks who aren’t in regu-
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TCD’s Fall layout tours AGAIN TAUGHT us
HELPFUL LESSONS

Twin Cities Division members were invited to visit the layouts of three mem-
bers in November -- our annual Fall Layout Tour. All three layouts showed true
craftsmanship in their construction and operation and provided members with
invaluable visual tips and suggestions for use in their own layouts. Layout tours
are one of the most valuable facets of membership in the National Model Rail-
road Association because there is no more basic way to transfer model railroad
know-how than to see it in action and have it explained by the person who
brought it to reality.

The members and guests visited a layout still under construction by Greg Smith
in which he is representing railroads around
the Twin cities in the 1960s. This is an

around-the-room track with great
hand painted backdrops and rock
ledges formed from casts of his own backyard patio wall. Trees of poly-fill fiber
and ground foam were impressive. It will eventually be a three-level layout.

The CB&Q La Crosse Division by Dave Hamilton was started in 1997 and was

(Continued on page 4)
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THE CROSSING GATE is pub-
lished quarterly by the Twin Cities
Division of the Thousand Lakes Re-
gion of the National Model Railroad
Association. Material may be reprint-
ed with permission.

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be en-
thusiastically accepted! The preferred
format would be in Rich Text Format
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we
will accept any format (from a PC or
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed,
or handwritten). Send it to your edi-
tor by regular mail to THE CROSS-
ING GATE, 1922 Chr istensen Ave,
W. St. Paul, MN 55118, or by email to
editor@tcdnmra.org.

Last month we had great visit to the North Metro Railroad Club, and saw rapid
progress being made on the very large HO scale layout depicting Minnesota
railroading. This will be one to watch for in future open house opportunities!
By the time you read this article, the annual December silent and live auctions
will have occurred. But wait! There are other excellent train events happening
around the Twin Cities yet this holiday season. The “Night Trains” are running
Saturday evenings though February 21, at the Twin Cities Railroad Museum in
Bandana Square, and the Hennepin Overland Railroad Museum is open to the
public Saturday and Sunday afternoons. There is also the “Toys of the 50s, 60s
and 70s” that is open through January 4 at the Minnesota History Museum.

If you made it to the Great Train Expo in Shakopee, the Twin Cities Division
had a simple table setup with the quality made banner from the Thousand
Lakes Region. The plan is to develop a more dynamic presentation and contin-
ue to offer information to all levels of modelers. We would like to repeat the
experience, and be a presence at more shows throughout the year. Be a volun-
teer, and work towards an NMRA Achievement Certificate at the same time.
Talk to me at one of the TCD clinics for the show you could help with.

There was a short business meeting prior to viewing the North Metro layout
last month with more information on changing the Twin Cities Division web-
site. Ken Zieska introduced a motion for a new hosting site, with maintenance
costs and flexibility for adding and viewing information and Crossing Gate
editions. This was approved and will be implemented as we start the new year.
Stay tuned as we roll out the new look and be on track for observation of how
our roundhouse discussions have eliminated a hotbox problem so all members
can couple up and see green signals down the line.

David Hohle, Twin Cities Division Superintendent

Transitioning from an early Christmas to the rest of one’s life is a journey that
interest in the hobby of model railroading sometimes makes, but not often
enough. The number of NMRA members who say they got started with a
Christmas train set is large, no question about that. There is other piecemeal
evidence that the Christmas-to-life transition might be operating. Every so of-
ten, a youngster shows up at a division meeting following on Dad’s heels or at a
train show with Mama in tow. At our recent visit to North Metro, one of our
friendly guides was all of 10 years old. Another accomplished operator there
couldn’t have been over 16. Trains are fun and exciting for kids; you can see it
in their expressions. However, some toy trains that Santa might bring do not
look likely to spark a lasting interest model railroading among their recipients.

(Continued on page 3)
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Meet Dave Herbert

Dave Herbert is the kind of guy we would want on our team if we were: 1. designing and laying out
a prototype railroad; 2. studying the feasibility of designing and layout a prototype railroad; 3. stud-
ying, designing, planning and constructing a model railroad. In other words, this guy is RAIL-
ROAD. He holds a certificate recognizing 50 years of membership in the National Model Railroad
Association, too.

Dave worked for the Delaware &
Hudson after college until he went into
the Army. After Army service, he
worked for the New York Central/Penn
Central and then the Long Island Rail-
road as the system roadmaster. Trained
as a civil engineer, he went to work in
Washington, DC, in 1974 for Bechtel
Corporation on track construction for
the DC Metro. He came to the Twin
Cities for the first time in 1988 to con-
sult on the initial study for the light
rail, working for Bechtel here until
1992, when he moved back East, to
continue consulting work on railroad
design and construction both in U.S.
locations and abroad.

During his time here in 1988-92, he was involved in the New Brighton Connection, and it was an
important attraction for him to return to Minnesota when he wanted to retire in 2002. He continues
his involvement with that group.

Dave grew up in Highland Falls, NY, and studied at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, where
he worked on the famous New England, Berkshire and Western model railroad. He returns to Troy
occasionally for NEB&W reunions, for which they hold operating sessions.

When he moved back to the Twin Cities in 2002, Dave bought a house with an unfinished basement
near other New Brighton Connection folks. He has been installing drywall and wiring and otherwise
getting ready to start his bench work in 2015. He plans to represent eastern locations, but also will
also include some midwestern flavor in his layout. It likely will be single-level, with emphasis on
operation, harkening back to his experiences on the NEB&W. Dave likes the steam-diesel transition
period and will cut off his layout’s time horizon at December 31, 1968, the end of the New York,
New Haven and Hartford. This will be a layout tour to look forward to in the future.

Photo & text by W. Bjorlie

It’s hard to know what to make of them in terms of novice training (pun intended.) How to
keep the interest going? Choo-Choo Bob’s effort is extraordinary and likely successful in
introducing kids to true model railroading. Still, there is nothing so successful as a person-
al invitation to show a kid what can be accomplished with a little train. Wayne Bjorlie,
Ed.

(Continued from page 2)
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TCD Contest Winner for October and November

built expertly for point-to-point operation. It is an extensive 206-foot single-level mainline that fills up most of Dave’s
basement and is operated about 18 times per year by a crew of six to nine persons. It represents the CB&Q between East
Dubuque and La Crosse in the 1960s, with Milwaukee and Chicago Northwestern switching at Indus try locations. Dave

has a factory with wonderful interior detail that sets a high
standard for the rest of us. Fine detail is shown in the fire sta-
tion and theater.

Les Breuer’s “Minneapolis and Northland” more or less
reflects the old MNS and was started in 2011. It first operat- ed
in March, 2012. Les has many scenery innovations on his

layout such as use of
fake fur as tall grass and use of common tinfoil as building siding. Removable scen-
ery dividers also are featured. Following advice he received from another modeler,
Les spread glue onto the hillside,
placed the fake fur “hair-side-down”
and then laboriously trimmed off the
“skin” to leave the tall grass we see.
Les laid tinfoil on a bastard file and
pressed it in to create the authentic-
looking siding on his elevator. As a
kid, Les got his ice cream at the yellow
door.

(Continued from page 1)

Larry Vanden Plas was declared the win-
ner in both the October and the November
modeling contests at the regular Twin Cities
Division meetings. October’s contest was
for “open loads.” Larry’s winning entry was
a well built O-gauge gondola decorated for
the Duluth, Red Wing and Southern line and
loaded with actual clay fragments. In No-
vember, the contest was held at the North
Metro layout and was about model photog-
raphy. Far and away, Larry’s shot of the

arch bridge modeled on the Bandana Square layout of the Twin Cities Model Railroad Museum was vot-
ed the top photo. Congratulations, Larry! (Photos & text by W. Bjorlie)
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TCD Invited to Visit North Metro Model Railroad Club’s Layout

The North Metro Club is a 100 percent NMRA club. In other words, all of its members also are members of the
National Model Railroad Association. Many are active in the Twin Cities Division, as well, while still others work

with the New Brighton Connection, a group of module modelers. This
was an especially cordial and
collegial get-together, for
which a fine crowd turned
out. Prior to the November
13 meeting, some members
met for dinner at the Coon
Rapids Veterans’ Club, right
next door to the layout.
North Metro members were
eager to explain what they
had done and what future

plans are. The layout, itself, is nothing short of amazing, especially
considering that work has not been under construction very long. The club is always seeking new members. At

right, Reiner Krumme and Ron Kemp dine with TCD member Ken Zieska.
Below left, a great trestle that shows the influence of another TCD member,
Art Hill. At right, young John,
whose dad is a North Metro mem-
ber, shows off one of the many
clever inventions on the layout, a
fold-out cross-over. Below left, a
logging operation stands almost
by itself as an island on one edge
of the layout. The swamp at lower
right was very well done by Tom
Orloske of the TCD and others. It
was a great meeting! Thanks to
North Metro for inviting us!

Photos & text by W. Bjorlie 5



The Crossing Gate

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events

Every Saturday

Thru Feb 28

Twin Cities RR Museum Night Trains every Sat. night, 6-9pm. Adm: $10;

$25 immed. Family; $30 extended family. Bandana Square, St. Paul

Sat Jan 17

(also Apr 18)

Newport Model RR Club Train Show & Sale. 9:30am-3:00pm. Woodbury High School 2665
Woodlane Dr. Woodbury, MN 55125 Adm. $5, under 12 free.
Info: 952-200-9729.

Sat Jan 17 &

Sun Jan 18

Arctic Run Model RR Show Adm $3, under 11 free. Sat 9-5; Sun 10-4
Holiday Inn Conv. Center , 1001 Amber Ave, Stevens Point, WI 54482
16,000 sq. ft. of trains. Info: 715-341-8228 phil.jane.gjevre@charter.net

Sat Feb 7

(also Apr 11)

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show, Century College, White Bear Lake, MN 9am-2pm. Adm
$5, under 13 free. Info: Tom Jefferson 651-429-2885

Sat Mar ?

(Exact date not

yet known)

North Metro Model RR Club Spring Train Flea Market. 9am-2pm.

VFW Coon Rapids. 1919 Coon Rapids Blvd. Coon Rapids, MN 55433

Adm: $5, under 13 free. Door prizes. Operating layouts. Info: www.nmmrc.org/

Sat Mar 21 &

Sun Mar 22

LaCrosse & 3 Rivers 33rd Ann. Show. LaCrosse Center, 2nd & Pearl St.

Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 10am-4pm. Adm: $6, <11 free. Info: 608-789-7400

Sat Mar 28 & Sun
Mar 29

Randolph, MN, Railroad Days. Swap meet, layouts, collectibles. Adm $8, under 13 free. RR
Museum free. Randolph School, 29110 Davisson Ave, Randolph, MN.

Info: https://www.facebook.com/RandolphAreaHistoricalSociety

Sat Apr 18 Granite City Train Show. National Guard Armory, 1710 Veterans’ Drive St Cloud, MN 10am-
4pm. Adm. $5, under 12 free. Info: 320-255-0033 or email

edwardolson@cloudnet.com. See granitecitytrainshow.com

Sat Apr 25 & Sun
Apr 26

Great Minn. Train Expo 3830 Pilot Knob Rd. Eagan, MN 55122 9am-5pm

Adm $5, under 8 free. Info: 651-269-3433
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TCD Timetable

Meetings at the Jackson Street Roundhouse 2015

Jan 8

CLINICS

Clinic on 3-D Printing

CONTESTS

Passenger

Equipment

Feb 12 Clinic on Planting Ground Cover, Including Static Grass Maintenance of Way

Mar 12 Clinic on Airbrushing Line-side

Structures

Apr 9 Clinic on Molding Parts and Pieces

Modern Era

Diesels

(Not 1st Gen.)

May 14 TCD Annual Meeting and Election of Officers Caboose

PRE-MEETING DINNER GET-TOGETHERS

McDonald’s University Ave & Marion Street

TCD Members meet for dinner before every TCD meeting.

GATHER ABOUT 5:30 PM ** EVERYONE IS WELCOME
7

The Twin Cities Division is pleased to recognize three, that’s right: THREE, of our
members whose layout photos are featured in the 2015 National Model Railroad Asso-
ciation’s calendar. That’s one-fourth of the entire calendar! Art VanDeWater’s
Swakhammer Welding is January’s picture. Gerry Leone’s wife’s family’s farm grac-
es the April page. Steve Doyle’s Pioneer Zephyr races on the August page. Congratu-
lations to all three of you!
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Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!

Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Historic Rail
640 Taft St NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

Next 3 Meetings:
Jan 8, Feb 12, Mar 12
Jackson Street Roundhouse 7:00 PM

193 Pennsylvania Ave E St. Paul, MN 55130

Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376
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