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Beaumont’s Quality Tools
3539 West 44th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55410
(612) 922-1954

Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
(651) 635-9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Como Shops
1021 Bandana Blvd. E
Saint Paul, MN 55108
(651) 646-2094
http://www.skypoint.com/~jcluecke

Creative Trains
3090 Courthouse Lane
Eagan, MN  55121
(651) 905-1144
http://shop.store.yahoo.com/creativetrains

Dad's Trains 
2647 Co Rd 22 NW
Alexandria, MN 56308
(320) 763-6545
bryants4@rea-alp.com

Hobbytown USA
7916 Brooklyn Park Blvd.
Brooklyn Park, MN 55445
(763) 424-5900
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=14

Hobbytown USA
11319 Highway 7
Minnetonka, MN 55305
(952) 931-2262
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=15 

Hobbytown USA
1750 Weir Drive
Woodbury, MN  55125
(651) 702-0355
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=73 

Hobby Zone
1960 Cliff Lake Road Suite 115
Eagan, MN 55122
(651) 905-9523
http://hobbyzone.com

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
(651) 490-1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
(612) 866-9575
http://hubhobby.com

III Rail Trains
535 Northdale Blvd. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55448
(763) 767-9545

KDC Model Trains
915 Hopkins Center
Hopkins, MN 55343
(952) 938-5456
http://www.kdc-trains.com/

Mendota Bike & Hobby
1040 Dakota Drive
Mendota Heights. MN 55120
(651) 454-2066

The N Shop
3956 Lyndale Avenue N
Minneapolis, MN 55412
(612) 521-8909

Northern Scale Models
PO Box 27354
Minneapolis, MN 55427
(763) 475-0647
http://www.northernscale.com/

Local Twin Cities hobby shops

Only Trains
7780 State Highway 55
Rockford, MN 55373
(952) 477-6186

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN 55369
(763) 425-7171

Prairie Works Productions
6300 Sequoia Circle
Eden Prairie, MN 55346
http://www.prairie-works.com

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
(651) 646-7781
http://scalemodelsupplies.com

Steve's Train City
912 Main Street
Hopkins, MN 55343
(952) 933-0200

The shops in red are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Show them your support! Thank them when you visit!

By Jeff Borne

Metro Transit held an open house at
their maintenance and operating base
on May 31, 2003 to show off what had
been completed to that date on the
“Hiawatha Line.”   The line runs
between downtown Minneapolis and
the Mall of America. Metro Transit‘s
base is located on the site of the old
Milwaukee Road coach yard near I-94
and Hiawatha Avenue.

Looking southeast in the yard, one can
see something quite common to rail
transit lines: curvy track and overhead
catenary.  It’s a sight that I have seen in
Chicago, Tokyo, Osaka and Paris.
Surprisingly, the yard has two reversing
loops, which is rather odd since the
Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) cars are bi-
directional.

The maintenance base has two servic-
ing tracks that look quite similar to a
freight railroad diesel shop, with under-
side servicing bays with track on ele-
vated trestles and elevated work plat-
forms. There was a surprising absence
of a heavy-lift overhead crane that
could raise the LRV cars. There were a
number of truck drop tables, along with
small turntables heading off 90 degrees
to each track, located about midway on
each track.

There are two other bays in the build-
ing. One is a carwash that works just
like one for an automobile, except it’s
much larger and has brushes. The other
bay has platforms that can be elevated
to do specific light maintenance chores.

A tour of MTC’s Light
Rail Maintenance Base

The machine shop is well endowed
with equipment, almost to the point of
being capable of building a LRV from
scratch, yet it doesn’t appear to be a
gold-plated operation. The physical side
seems somewhat frugal in design, while
the personnel side appears a bit exces-
sive with more than one manager per
mile.

Unfortunately, the control center had
yet to be installed at the time of the
open house, but a PowerPoint presen-
tation showed what it would look like.
Three supervisors work at consoles
while the entire line is displayed across
the length of the room much like a
CTC control facility. These supervisors
can control three powered crossovers
and grant permission to use a number
of other crossovers via electric-inter-
locked manual track switches. All train
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Next meetings: 
Jan. 8, Feb. 12, March 11,
April 8, and May 13 at
7:30pm.  (Check our website
for any last minute changes.)

Where:
Maplewood Moose Lodge
1946 English Street
Maplewood, MN

N



THE CROSSING GATE is published quar-
terly by the Twin Cities Division of the
Thousand Lakes Region of the National Model
Railroad Association.  Material may be reprint-
ed with permission.

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heartily
encouraged and will be enthusiastically accept-
ed in any format (PC or Mac; Word, Simple
Text, typed, handwritten, scribbled on the back
of a bar napkin, etc.)  Send it to your editor
by regular mail to THE CROSSING GATE, 6459
Smithtown Road, Excelsior, MN, 55331, by
email to editor@twincitiesdivision.com, or
hand it to him (along with a $5 bribe) at the
next Division meeting.
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Contributors to this issue:
Jeff Borne, Lynn McCall, Dave Hamilton,

Al Dowd, Neil Maldeis, and Mike Penn.
Thanks!

Deadline for next issue:
March 10, 2004

Twin Cities Division
Board & Officers

Superintendent
Lynn McCall

763-531-2044
superintendent@twincitiesdivision.com

Assistant Superintendent
Bill Dredge

952-937-1313
asstsuperintendent@twincitiesdivision.com

Chief Clerk
Al Dowd

763-407-8145
clerk@twincitiesdivision.com

Paymaster
TomJackson

paymaster@twincitiesdivision.com

Public Relations
Joe Reuben

952-929-9704

NMRA Achievement Program
Dave Hamilton
763-449-0058

ap@twincitiesdivision.com

Director at Large for Layout Tours
Neil Maldeis

952-938-2510
tours@twincitiesdivision.com

Division Assistant
Bruce Notman
612-721-3274

assistant@twincitiesdivision.com

CROSSING GATE Editor & Webmaster
Gerry Leone
952-474-8364

editor@twincitiesdivision.com

Popular Vote Contest Chairperson
Pam Notman

NMRA Contest Chairman
Dave Burnell

contest@twincitiesdivision.com
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By Mike Penn

Many of you may know my name from
previous NMRA positions I’ve held.  The
latest one is NMRA’s National Education
Clinics Program Chair and the Thousand
Lakes Region Education Chair.

Big titles, but what do they mean? Good
question.  And here is the answer I pro-
vide. I am the “communications link”
from the National level to the Regions
and Divisions regarding clinics that are
given on all levels. I will be developing a
database of all clinicians on the
Divisional, Regional and National level. I
will also be working closely with the
Regional Education Chairmen to develop
one of the strongest hobby-based clinic
programs today.

Eventually, we will have a database strong
enough so anyone can contact me and
inquire about what clinicians are available
to give clinics in their area for conven-
tions, for monthly meetings and the like.
Primarily based in the National aspect, I
encourage all individuals, regardless of
Region or Division, to contact me with
their clinics in order to put them “on the
list”.

Here is what Jan Wescott, NMRA’s
Education Department Chair/Director

has outlined as my “job description”.....

“The Education Clinics Chair is responsi-
ble to provide the National Education
Director a report in January and June of
each year as to the current status and
health of the NMRA Education Clinics
Program. This report will be complied
with other Education program reports
for the BOT Meeting.

“In addition the Education Clinics Chair is
responsible to write a column for the
Bulletin as scheduled (approx twice a
year). The Education Clinics Chair is also
responsible to provide the Education
Director and estimated budget necessary
to implement Clinics Programs.

“The National Education Clinics Chair
with consent of the Education Director is
given control to develop new programs
to maintain continuity of solid clinic foun-
dation of the NMRA Organization.

“Additional responsibilities should include,
but are not limited to the following:

“•Maintain regular contact with Regions,
the point of contact being the Regional
Education Chair, the Region President
and/or the Region Editor.

“•Maintain a database by region of known

clinicians participating at local Region
conventions. This may be sub-categorized
into clinics for beginner, intermediate,
advance, or general categories.

“•Locate outstanding Region clinicians
for encouragement for future ‘How-To’
articles.

“•Periodically submit news and/or arti-
cles to the Region Education Chairs for
insertion into their Region newsletter.
Articles may include encouragement
techniques for members to be clinicians.”

Also, I will be available to help “Clinician
Wanna-be’s” fine-tune their presenta-
tions and help bring them up to the
National level.

You can contact me at mepenn@aol.com
or my home phone at 952-941-0298.

Mike Penn takes over Education Chair
position for both National and the TLR

Fake fur is one of the best  
ways I've found to simulate tall

grass.  But when you've got an uneven
surface on the layout, it's easier to install
it face-down.  Just smear a thick layer of
white or yellow glue on the surface and
lay the top of the fake fur into it.  When the
glue is dry, use an x-acto knife or scissors
to cut the fur off the backing.  Then comb
it with a pet brush to lift and thin it.

There are times when it's just way too
much trouble for me to screw the cap
back on the paint jar because I'll be need-
ing more in a second.  But leaving the jar
open to the air immediately starts drying
the paint out.  Have an old, dead computer
mouse lying around?  The ball is perfect for
temporarily stopping up paint bottles.  Plus,
there are some neat micro-switches inside
you can use elsewhere on your layout.

The last time I accidentally knocked over
a bottle of Tenax 7R was the last time.  I
bored a slightly-oversize hole in a spare
block of 2x4 using a spade bit and
wedged a toothpick in beside the bottle
to hold it tightly.  No more spills.  I've
seen guys make the same kind of holder
with foam (both Styrofoam and rubber)
instead of the 2x4.  A cheap solution to a
costly problem.

Have a tip, hint, trick or technique you think is the greatest... or at least pretty good? Share it!  We
don’t care if it’s original, someone told it to you, or you read it somewhere, let us hear about it!

Well, another season has started in fine shape.  We’ve had three great
meetings and attendance is up.  At our first meeting (October) we had 70 attendees; 79
folks showed up to our November meeting; almost 60 showed up in December.  So far
we’ve had some great clinics and knowledgeable presenters.  We even had some dyna-
mite entries in our popular vote contests.  I’d  like to thank all that came to, and helped
at, GATS this past October.  We also started using the new multi-media equipment that
TCD owns.  

So all and all it’s a good start!  And the next five meetings this season should be just as good.  

If anyone has any ideas for next year’s (‘04/’05 season) schedule for topics/clinics, pro-
totype slide shows or even a popular vote contest, please let Assistant Superintendent
Bill Dredge know.  If you know of a layout in the Cities that would be fun to tour, talk
to Neil Maldeis.

We have two shows coming up that will be in need of volunteers: the Forest Lake Show
in January ‘04 (contact Steve Nitti) and  GATS in February ‘04 (talk to Al Dowd).

Finally, we had some miscommunication between the TCD and Moose Lodge at the
December meeting concerning serving us drinks from the bar.  I had a chance to chat
with the Governor of the Lodge and it turns out they had a different bartender on duty.
The Division is allowed to purchase beverages from the Moose Lodge’s Bar.  As for the
locked door, not much can be done, except to station someone at the door to open it
for TCD members.  Again this will require volunteers from our membership.  

So with that, I hope that everyone had a safe and wonderful holiday season.  And let’s
all look forward to another great year!

First off, I’d like to thank everyone who’s contacted me in person or by email
to comment on the Crossing Gate -- I really do appreciate hearing all of your compli-
ments, criticisms, and suggestions. Keep ‘em coming.  It helps keep me on track.

But I’d also love to hear from you with your articles, pictures, stories, drawings, jokes, and
... well... anything.  Jeff Borne’s “Light Rail” article in this issue is a great example.  I’ve got
another of Jeff’s waiting in the wings. (Thanks again, Jeff!) But that leaves about 199 other
TCD members with stories to tell.  And, knowing the people in this Division, I’m sure
there are stories to tell.  In fact, I’m positive.

Have you taken a vacation or railfan trip and brought back some pictures? Share ‘em
with the Division through these pages!  Have an interesting tale about some fellow mod-
elers? A recollection about hanging out on the rails as a kid?  A story of when you
worked for a prototype?  Photographed a great looking layout or museum exhibit while

traveling?  Maybe you’d like to share a
modeling technique.  Or a different way
of doing something.    Maybe you just
built a model you’re proud of and would
like to get a picture of it in print.  

Once again, you don’t have to be any kind
of a writer. Just jot some ideas down on
paper, get ‘em in my hands, and let’s talk.
I think you’ll find it’s pretty painless!

�� � �



m o v e m e n t s
must receive
permission from
the control facil-
ity supervisors.

One of the 22
LRV cars on
order was on
display in the
m a i n t e n a n c e
shop. The car is
an articulated
vehicle 94-feet
long over the
coupler faces.
Two cars will
make up a train.
A Faively-style
p a n t o g r a p h
brings 750VDC
electric power
from the over-
head trolley
wire, which is
converted to AC
and sent to a
motor on each
of the six wheel
sets. Each car
can put out 738
horsepower and
has a top speed
of 55 mph. The
cars can handle
Minnesota win-
ters, and can
operate down
to minus 34 degrees and plow through
up to three feet of snow. Seating capac-
ity per car is 66, but a maximum of 246
can be crammed in. Bombardier
Transportation of Quebec, Canada, is
building the LRV cars. The first one was
built in Mexico, but the remaining 21
will be built in Plattsburgh, New York.

In regard to operations, there is no way
to run limited express trains since the
line has no passing sidings at the sta-
tions. The track is first-class. In fact a
good friend, a senior BNSF mainte-

nance-of-way manager, said they could
run 10,000-ton, 45 mph coal trains on
sections of the line. Nothing like deep
rock ballast, heavy welded rail (my
guess is about 133 lb/yard) and con-
crete ties. It’s interesting street running
from 50th to the VA Hospital.

When the line starts operation in April
2004, the schedule calls for seven-and-
a-half minutes between trains during
rush hour, 10 minutes during the rest of
the day, 15 minutes between trains in
early evening and 30-minute intervals

during late evening. No express trains
will be run. Trains will be run between
6:00 a.m. and 1:00 a.m.

I plan to ride the Hiawatha Line (it does
follow the old Milwaukee Road line for
a way), but as a transportation system it
is of little value to me except maybe to
get downtown.  But a bus Park & Ride
lot on I-394 would be easier.

“Light Rail” cont’d from page 1
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Larger pictures of all the entries are at
www.twincitiesdivision.com on the “CROSSING

GATE” page. Click the “Extras” button!
See our website for larger and more shots!

A future model railroader tries his hand at the Timesaver. The TCDivision booth drew a crowd of old and young alike.

The Great American Train Show Model Contest
The crisp Fall weather didn’t keep the crowds
away at the Great American Train Show, held
on Saturday and Sunday, October 25 and 26 at
RiverCentre in St. Paul.  Besides a knowledge-
able crew of helpful Division members who
spent the day answering questions, the TCD
booth featured a Timesaver switching layout,
information about the Division, and an NMRA
Merit Award Judging Contest.  Heading up the
judging was Thousand Lakes Region Contest
Director Thomas Mauszycki, flanked by our
own Contest Director Dave Burnell and
Achievement Program Director Dave
Hamilton.  Over 20 models and photographs
were entered in six categories:

Thomas Gasior:  “F-Units” (Diesel)
Neil Maldeis:  “D&RGW Boxcar” (Rolling

Stock)*
Ted Hotvet: “NC&StL Boxcar” (Rolling 

Stock)
Thomas Gasior: “Rebar Load” (Rolling 

Stock)
Lynn McCall: five Prototype Slide entries 

including “Wheels”
Dave Norman: four Prototype Slide entries 

including “MTM NP 328 at the Renaissance 
Festival”

Gerry Leone:  “Bad Order Gondola”
(Prototype Photo)

John Hotvet: two Off-Line Structure entries, 
including “Pool Hall/Hotel”

Gerry Leone:  “Elsbernd Antiques” (Off-Line 
Structure)

Gerry Leone:  four On-Line Structure 
entries, including “A-1 Box Company”*

*Merit Award Winner

A BIG THANKS to everyone who vol-
unteered their time and energy and
made the show a great success!

Thomas Gasior’s “F-Units” A load of HO rebar by Thomas Gasior

Ted Hotvet’s “NC&StL Boxcar”

“Pool Hall/Hotel,” as modeled by John Hotvet Merit Award Winner “A-1Box Company” by Gerry Leone
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THURSDAY,  JAN. 8, 2004  7:30 pm
MODELINGCLINIC – Modeling with DPM
(Videotape of  ‘02 NMRANational Convention
Clinic by Miles &Fran Hale) (Gerry Leone)

PROTO PRESENTATION – Operation
Lifesaver (George Warren)
POPULAR VOTE MODEL CONTEST –
Cabooses

THURSDAY, FEB. 12, 2004  7:30 pm
MODELING CLINIC – Deciduous trees
(Lynn Gobin)

THURSDAY, APR. 8, 2004  7:30 pm
MODELING CLINIC – Basic Scenery (Mike Penn)

PROTO PRESENTATION –  BCRail (Don Carlson)

POPULAR VOTE MODEL CONTEST –
Whimsical Railroads & NMRA Merit Award
Judging

THURSDAY, MAR. 11, 2004  7:30 pm
MODELING CLINIC – Free-mo Modules (Al

Dowd)

PROTO PRESENTATION – Light Rail in the
Twin Cities (CarlWessel)
POPULAR VOTE MODEL CONTEST –
Grain Cars

THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2004  7:30 pm
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING – If you have
an item you’d like to see discussed at our annual
business meeting, let a Board member know now
and we’ll add it to the agenda!

NeilMaldeis’s Merit Award Winning “D&RGW HOn3 Boxcar”

PROTO PRESENTATION –  Railroading
through the Years (Barry Karlberg)
POPULAR VOTE MODEL CONTEST – GE
Locomotives



If you¹re a member of the Thousand Lakes Region, mark your
calendar for May 21-23, 2004.  If you¹re not, now¹s the time to
join, because that¹s when the TLR¹s annual convention is sched-
uled to be held in Grand Forks.  The convention will be hosted
by the Northern Lights Model Railroad Association,
located at Heritage Village, and will be held in the
Best Western Townhouse Motel in downtown Grand
Forks.  The hotel is within walking distance of both
the Great Northern and Northern Pacific.

While convention plans were still being finalized at
press time, a very impressive roster of tentative
events had already been drawn up.  Plans include an
array of clinics, as well as an open house hosted by the BNSF
at their switching yard, just minutes away from the convention
hotel.  There¹ll be railroad displays and entertainment for the
whole family, as well as the Thief River Modular Railroad Club
running trains in the historic Great Northern Roundhouse.  In
addition, the Northern Lights Model Railroad Association will

be running trains at their headquarters, the Casey Holt Club
House.  Their Great Northern caboose restoration project will
also be on display.  

Non-rail activities may include a tour of the University
of North Dakota¹s Aerospace Science Facilities, an
internationally renowned institution. The group is also
planning a tour to the North Dakota State Mill &
Elevator and a walking tour of downtown with empha-
sis on parts affected by the 1997 flood.

For those planning to make a vacation of it, Grand
Forks and East Grand Forks both have a lot to offer,

from great shopping to a wide array of restaurants.

If you’re planning to attend, be sure to watch upcoming issues of
The Fusee, the Thousand Lakes Region’s official publication, for all
the final details. Or hop online and visit their website at
www.thousandlakesregion.org .

TLR’s 2004 Convention to be held in Grand Forks
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ing, background and a degree of real-
ism/conformity.

One of the non-judged Certificates is
“Master Railroad Engineer - Electrical.”
Here you have to construct and demon-
strate an electrical control system that

can operate two trains
simultaneously (DCC
qualifies) and wire and
demonstrate the opera-
tion of six items. There
are a number of items
(41 in total) that will
meet the requirement,
such as electrical blocks,
crossovers or turnouts, a
passing siding, turnout
indication lights, etc.  You
only need to demon-
strate six of the 41 pos-

sibilities. You’ll also be required to pre-
pare a schematic of the layout as well as
the six components that you wired and
demonstrated.

There are, of course, paperwork require-
ments  for each of the certificates, and
the instructions can be found on the
NMRA web site.  If you follow the
instructions, the paperwork will be a
snap.   Chances are, there are quite a few
layouts in the
TCD that are
almost ready for
their "Electrical
E n g i n e e r “
Certificate right
now. Remember,
there are also
certificates for
author, dispatcher,
civil engineer, vol-
unteer, official,
motive power,
cars and proto-
type models, eleven in all.  [Ed. note: writing
for THE CROSSING GATE earns you points
toward your “Author” certificate!]

But even if your layout isn’t far enough
along to qualify for a certificate, why not
try for the Golden Spike?  This certificate
was designed "to demonstrate familiarity
with different areas of the hobby, rather

By Dave Hamilton, TCD AP Chairman

The AP program is a set of standards - a
source of ideas or projects that can help
you become a better modeler.  The pro-
gram is designed around requirements
that demonstrate a
superior skill level in
various aspects of the
hobby.  It covers building
various types of models
as well as trackwork,
wiring, structures, and
scenery, and also recog-
nizes service to the
hobby.  Certificates in
the various categories
can eventually qualify
you for the Master
Model Railroader
(MMR) award.  But
receiving a certificate in any of the cate-
gories can be very satisfying -- especially
if you feel that the ultimate goal of MMR
is beyond your grasp.

The various categories have different
requirements.  I’ll review a few of the cer-
tificates, but complete information on
each, plus specific "merit award" judging
criteria, can be found on the NMRA web-
site: www.nmra.org .

As an example, the “Master Builder -
Structures” category requires the com-
pletion of at least 12 structures.  Six have
to be scratchbuilt and six have to receive
merit awards of at least 87.5 points.
Scratchbuilding a simple tool shed would
qualify here -- you don’t have to build a
working stamp mill or steel mill.  The
model railroad magazines regularly have
articles on easier structures that could
qualify. The rest of the structures have to
be super-detailed by adding interiors,
signs, lighting, etc. Commercial parts
count as super-details.  

“Master Builder - Scenery” is another of
the certificates.  Each scale requires that
you complete a specific square footage of
scenery (for example, 32 square feet in
HO scale) on a layout or module.  The
completed scenery must be judged based
on elements of terrain, structures, light-

Take another look at the Achievement Program

John O’Brien, whose layout is pictured below, recently
earned his “Master Builder - Scenery” Certificate.

than expertise in a specific area."  There
are only three requirements:
Rolling Stock:  Display six units of rolling
stock.  They can be scratchbuilt, crafts-
man or detailed commercial kits.  No
merit points - just display them on your
layout, at a contest or on your kitchen
table.

Model Railroad Setting:  Construct a min-
imum of 8 square feet of layout.  Once
again, no merit points. A 2’x4’ module
would qualify.   The layout must contain at
least five structures, either scratchbuilt,
craftsman or even detailed commercial
kits.  Show that you can do more than
build a simple plastic kit!  Add some detail
or weather it or light it. Trestles and
bridges also count.

Engineering:  Demonstrate three types of
trackage: turnouts, crossings or
crossovers. These should be ballasted and
installed on the proper roadbed.  The
track must be wired so that two trains
can operate.  One other electrical feature
should be demonstrated, such as interior
lighting, turnout indications, powered
turnouts, etc.

Last year several TCD members
received Golden Spike Awards.  At our

April meetings we
have a Merit Judging
and the Division is
invited to enter
models.  Last year
four structures and
two pieces of rolling
stock were entered.
Three of the struc-
tures received Merit
Awards, making them
eligible toward the
Master Builder cate-
gory.  Judges were

also at the October GATS show, judg-
ing models entered by TCD members.

Once again, I’d like to encourage any
interested members to submit the paper-
work for the Golden Spike award.  I’m
sure many Division members have lay-
outs that qualify.  If you don’t have inter-
net access, I’ll send you the paperwork.

Saturday, January 17, 2004 - Flea Market/Swap Meet at
Bandana Square 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Bandana Square, Energy Park
Drive, St. Paul, MN.  Admission: free

Saturday & Sunday, January 24 & 25, 2004 - Northland Mall
Model Train Show  10:00 AM - 6:00 PM Sat., 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sun.  Northland Mall, Highway 61 in Forest Lake, MN.  No admission.
7 to 9 club layouts, exclusively N-scale. For more information: Steve
Nitti, (651) 433-3039

Saturday, January 31, 2004 - Greater Upper Midwest Train
Shows  9:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Century College West Campus, 3300
Century Ave. N. (Hwy 120, 1 blk N of 694), White Bear Lake MN.
Admission: $4; under 12 free.  For more information: Tom Jefferson,
(651) 429-2885; 182 Cedar St., White Bear Lake, MN 

Saturday, January 31, 2004 - 13th Annual La Crosse Great Tri-
State Rail-Sale  9:00 AM  - 3:00 PM, La Crosse Center, 300
Harborview Plaza, La Crosse, WI.  Admission: $3; Children under 12
free.  For more information:  The 4000 Foundation, Ltd., P.O. Box
3411, La Crosse, WI 54602-3411; http://www.lacrosseshortlinerr.org

Saturday, February 7, 2004 - Newport Club Railroad Flea
Market 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Woodbury High School, 2665 Woodlane
Drive, Woodbury, MN. Admission:  $4; under 12 free.  For more infor-
mation:  David Blume or Stan Whittingham, (952) 469-5131

Saturday & Sunday, February 14 & 15, 2004 - Great American
Train Show  Canterbury Downs, Shakopee

Saturday & Sunday, February 14 & 15, 2004 - 37th Annual
Mad City Model Railroad Show and Sale 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM,
Alliant Energy Center, Exposition Hall, Madison, WI.  Admission:
Adults - $7, seniors - $6, children - $1, under 5 - free.  For more infor-
mation: (608) 835-3148; http://www.scwd-nmra.org

Saturday, February 21, 2004 - Dakota County Prototype
Modelers Seminar 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Rosemount Community
Center, 13885 South Robert Trail, Rosemount, MN.  Admission: : pre-reg
$10; under 12 free; $15 at the door.  For more information: Greg Smith;
(952) 891-1013; gandksmith@juno.com

Saturday & Sunday, March 20 & 21, 2004 - La Crosse & Three
Rivers Railroad Club's 23rd Annual Model Railroad Show  La
Crosse Center, 2nd & Pearl Street, La Crosse, WI.  Admission: $4, or $3
with non-perishable food item; under 12 free. For more information:
(507) 894-4787; http://www.l3rclub.rrdepot.com

Saturday & Sunday, April 3 & 4, 2004- 3rd Annual Happy
Grandparents Model Railroaders Model Train Show 9:00 AM -
5:00 PM Sat. & 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Sun.,  Menomonie High School
Fieldhouse, Menomonie, WI.  Admission will be charged.  For more infor-
mation: Happy Grandparents, 701 N. Broadway, Menomonie, WI 54751;
(715) 235-0456

Saturday, April 3, 2004 - Greater Upper Midwest Train Shows
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM Century College West Campus, 3300 Century Ave.
N. (Hwy 120, 1 blk N of 694), White Bear Lake MN. Admission: $4; under
12 free. For more information:  Tom Jefferson, (651) 429-2885; 182 Cedar
St., White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Sunday, May 2, 2004 - 28th Northland Antique Toy, Doll, &
Advertising Show 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM, Progress Center, MN State
Fairgrounds, Falcon Heights, MN.  Admission: $5; children free.  For more
information: Northland Toy Shows, Inc., 2576 N. Avon, Roseville, MN
55113; (651) 464-4550

Sunday thru Sunday, July 4-11, 2004 - "Puget Sound Express"
National Model Railroad Association's National Convention in Seattle,
WA.  All the details are at http://www.nmra2004.org/ 



All photos by Neil Maldeis

Ed Petry

Ed has a fantastic 1200 sq. ft. multi-level HO and HOn3 lay-
out modeling the prototypical operations of the Sierra
Railroad located in the "Mother Lode" region of California
in the early 1950's.  He has about 500 feet of mainline --
more than 8 scale miles -- and has done an enormous
amount of research for his railroad. Almost every siding,
business, town and detail from the prototype is included.
You could spend hours pouring over his research, but take
some time to check out the layout -- it's amazing not only
for its size but the level of prototypical detail.

Ed can have 12 or more operators running the layout at
once, plus a chief dispatcher managing their efforts.  With
several operators present on tour day, there should be lots
of action!

Michael Jordan

Mike has an outstanding HO scale prototype re-creation of
the Santa Maria Valley Railroad, a colorful short line (still
operating today) that interchanges with the Southern
Pacific in Guadalupe, CA.  Mike's layout is 12' X 20' and a
fine example of a model railroad with loads of operation in
a modest space.

In 1953 (the year modeled), the SMVRR had 26 miles of
track and hauled produce, sugar beets, oil, and gravel. In-
bound traffic included farm equipment, oil pipe, oil equip-
ment, chemicals, fertilizers, dust control chemicals, and
packing supplies for produce.

A unique feature on Mike’s layout allows "guest operators"
to connect their own portable module.  Mike has several
buddies with no room for a layout, so this lets them build
their own small layout, yet connect to a larger layout for
even more fun and action.  It’s an awesome idea! Mike’s
open to new "guest operators,” so talk with him if you
don't have space for a layout -- it could be the ticket to
enjoying model railroading even more!

Bruce Stafford

Bruce has a 1500 sq. ft. multi-level walk-around HO scale
layout modeling the railroads serving the Twin Cities today,
from St Croix to St. Anthony. He has many examples of
modern diesels from the CP, UP, and the BNSF. Bruce also
models a few short lines, including his own fictitious Pigs
Eye & Red Rock, as well as some fallen-flag short lines

Although Bruce’s layout has been in operation for less than
a year and isn’t complete with buildings and scenery, he and
his crew have built a fully functional layout where operation
is king!  Bruce has done considerable prototype research
and has done an excellent job identifying many key indus-
tries and landmarks.  Visitors familiar with rail operations
today will appreciate the work Bruce has put into model-
ing the prototype.

Bruce and his crew are open to new operators joining the
group, so feel free to introduce yourself if you are inter-
ested in running big diesels around the Twin Cities! 

Sunday, January 11, 2004 , 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Ed Petry’s Sierra Railroad

Michael Jordan’s Santa Maria 
Valley Railroad

Please follow the rules! TCDivision members ONLY, plus only 1 guest  w Be ready to show your TCD membership card w Sign the guest-
book  w Be courteous!  Don’t arrive before 1:00 p.m.  Leave coats outside the layout area (save the scenery!)  w No smoking, please

Bruce Stafford’s contemporary
Twin Cities layout

I hope those of you who had a chance to visit the layouts on the
Fall Tour had a good time despite the truly awful weather!
Unfortunately host Rod Eaton was unable to operate any trains on
his garden layout, but braved the weather and enjoyed talking with
those who showed up.  All the hosts had a great time and enjoyed
the opportunity to share their layouts.  Many thanks to them!

The Winter Tour moves to the suburbs on the East side of the
Twin Cities.   With a little luck we'll have a beautiful snow-free,
sunny, cold and crisp Winter day to make travel easy! Realistic pro-
totype operation is the key theme for the layouts on this tour, as
they are all thoroughly researched and designed around prototype
railroads and are operated like a real railroad. 

-Neil Maldeis, Director-at-Large for Layout Tours
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