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Despite near-biblical rains over the entire period of the meet, events happened 

nearly on schedule, and the 146 registered participants enjoyed them all. On 

Friday, May 28, a bus full of members traveled an hour west to Portage la 

Prairie to watch CPR and CN trains on their separate tracks about a block 

apart. From our position between the tracks, over about 6 hours we saw 7 or 8 

trains, mostly grain cars and flatcars with containers pulled by late-model die-

sels. One old GP-38 was on CPR yard duty. 

Saturday morning, several model railroad luminaries gave dandy clinics.  

Gerry Leone offered advice on model photography, while John Longhurst of 

Winnipeg was discussing how to build scenery using tree bark and how to use 

two-dimensional images next to the backdrop. Editors of two important Cana-

dian magazines, Suzanne Lemon from Railfan Canada and Morgan Turney 

from Canadian Railway Modeller gave a clinic on module building with very 

nice trees and water. I saw a fine historical sketch of flour milling in Mani-

toba, given by Alex Campbell, Winnipeg, and a superb discussion by Mike 

(Continued on page 6) 

Steam on the Prairie—TLR  Convention  at  Winnipeg 

Mike Engler’s Lumber Mill  at TLR Meet in Winnipeg 
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Twin Cities Division 
www.tcdnmra.org 

Board of Directors 
For all Division business or questions: 

Superintendent 
Ron Bodin 

super@tcdnmra.org 
To volunteer to give a clinic: 
Assistant Superintendent 

Ken Zieska 
asuper@tcdnmra.org 

To volunteer for a train show or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
Dave Hohle 

clerk@tcdnmra.org 
For membership problems,  

THE CROSSING GATE  

subscription / address problems,  
or website issues: 

Paymaster 
Eric Boone 

tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net  
For article or photo submissions: 
THE CROSSING GATE Editor  

Wayne Bjorlie 
editor@tcdnmra.org 

For hobby shop or door prize questions: 
Public Relations 
Dennis Louden 
pr@tcdnmra.org 

Director at Large 
Bill Dredge 

assistant@tcdnmra.org 

Chairpersons 
For Golden Spike or  

NMRA Certificate questions: 
NMRA Achievement Program 

Dave Hamilton 
763-449-0058 

ap@tcdnmra.org 
To volunteer your layout for a tour,  

or suggest one: 
Layout Tour Chairperson 

Arthur Hill 
tours@tcdnmra.org  

Education Chairperson 
Open Position 
ed@tcdnmra.org 

Popular Vote Contest Chairperson 
Steve Nitti 
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THE CROSSING GAT E is published 
quarterly by the Twin Cities Division 
of the Thousand Lakes Region of the 
National Model Railroad Association. 
Material may be reprinted with per-
mission. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are 
heartily encouraged and will be enthu-
siastically accepted! The preferred 
format would be in Rich Text Format 
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we 
will accept any format (from a PC or 
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, or 
handwritten). Send it to your editor by 
regular mail to THE CROSSING GAT E, 

1922 Christensen Ave, W. St. Paul, MN 
55118, or by email to editor@tcdnmra.org. 

To those members who attended the May 13 business meeting, I was happy 

to see you and hope you enjoyed it. To those who were not there, we hope to 

see you at the Jackson Street Roundhouse on October 1 for our next regular 

meeting. As is the custom in our final meeting before the Summer break, we 

held our drawing from among all of the tickets sold for our silent auctions 

during the year and presented by those present that evening and awarded 

$50. This year‟s winner was Ron Bodin.   

The Thousand Lakes Region convention would begin on Friday, May 28, 

and we also awarded $200 to one among those who were present at the 

meeting and planned to go to Winnipeg. The winner of these funds, to help 

defray expenses in connection with the convention, was Don Carlson.   

Your current superintendent was reelected to another two-year term. I am 

grateful for your continued support and help throughout the year to make 

our division successful and valuable to our members. As I said at the meet-

ing, however, we could grow stronger if more members stepped forward 

during the year and assumed voluntary responsibilities such as giving clinics 

or serving as officers. One member who did so was Wayne Bjorlie, the new 

editor for the Crossing Gate, who is replacing Walt Thompson. Walt served 

as editor for several years and did a wonderful job. Our present chief clerk 

(secretary), Dave Hohle, would like to step down, but no member came for-

ward to take that position. Dave has agreed to continue until a replacement 

is found. This would be an excellent chance for some new member to play 

an important role in the division and learn about the division. 

Changes in the way we produce the Crossing Gate have been proposed in-

formally, and members should consider them carefully. Details are not final, 

but the basic idea is that material such as columns and articles will be sub-

mitted to the editor electronically at any time and will be uploaded into the 

newsletter when they have been edited. Members would be able access the 

Crossing Gate electronically at any time to find out about late-breaking 

event announcements and other important, time-sensitive information. It has 

been proposed that no paper copies of the newsletter will be produced and 

mailed out, and no distinct quarterly issues will be produced. Rather, the 

newsletter will be on-going. This is of such importance that I believe the 

Board or the membership should vote on it after the members have had an 

opportunity to express their views. Therefore, I urge members to submit 

opinion letters to the editor of the Crossing Gate so they may be published 

in the September issue.     

                                          Ron Bodin, Superintendent  

  

http://tcdnmra.org
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I sincerely thank the Twin Cities Division of the National Model Railroad Association for the opportunity 

to serve as editor of our newsletter, The Crossing Gate. Much too rarely in this life, a person finds and 

associates with a group of like-minded souls who ask little other than a loose allegiance to a pass-time -- a 

hobby -- and who then stand willing to offer a helping hand to enhance one‟s participation in that hobby. 

And then, for me to be able to repay that kindness…well, as some say, “it don‟t git no better „n‟at.” 

Regular attendees at the TCD meetings at the Jackson Street Roundhouse likely do not remember a minor 

occurrence at last October‟s meeting. A total stranger, whom no one there had ever seen, I stood up at an 

apparently opportune break in the flow of business to solicit  help with wiring my railroad.   

I was at a critical juncture in my career as a model railroader. After more than twenty years of reading 

model railroading magazines and accumulating engines, cars, and building kits, I finally had been able to 

start on my layout. Now, my engines would not run. Literally in desperation, I had gone to the TCD meet-

ing to seek advice. From previous experience with an NMRA division in Hagerstown, MD, I strongly sus-

pected that the TCD was the local group with someone who might give the advice I needed. I thought I 

had a reasonable hope that I would not be snubbed and rejected. 

Lo’ and behold! The next day, I received two telephone calls from TCD members. Walt Thomp-
son was the first. He offered to come to my house, and he turned out to have the necessary electronic 

gizmo to hook up to my track and determine, in effect, that I did not know how to run my own railroad. I 

had not erred in my wiring. Rather, I had thrown switches incorrectly or failed to throw them at all in my 

Atlas controller-selector-connector maze, such that the juice didn‟t flow. This information was worth gold 

to me.  

Another TCD member called me later that day, but I regret that I failed to write down his name.  If he will 

identify himself to me at a TCD meeting, I will thank him for offering to help me realize my dream. If he 

has forgotten his kind intention to help me, well, that, too, is the NMRA.        wb 

TIP:  Cheap and Easy Outdoor “Lighting.”  

On the pike, buildings look better with a few details. At Michael‟s craft store, we spied this little package of 

posts that jewelry hobbyists use to make earrings for those with pierced ears. We can easily provide outdoor 

lighting to help our public and our railroad crews avoid pitfalls and to keep them safe.  A light bulb went on: 

Lights!  These lights will be especially effective during daylight hours.       wb 

Raw material. 

“Concaving” 
Lightshade 

Painting inside of 
light shade. Our product installed. 
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TCD web site and Crossing Gate. 

As the former Editor of the Crossing Gate, I think we should move to the 21st century.  

The information about Current Shows or Swap Meets is not getting to our members as new information becomes available. A 

recent example was the information about the Carpenters Union show in Saint Paul which was not known when the quarterly 

newsletter was published. 

The TCD meeting schedules could contain a lot more information about the seminars being presented, even an article from the 

presenter. This would promote the meeting for something other than door prizes. 

The articles that have been in the Crossing Gate during my time as editor were not time sensitive and could just as well have 

been published on the web. With more photographs and no limit on the size of the article. 

Teasers for up-coming Layout Tours could be available to all readers and the directions to the layouts could only be accessed 

by members of the TCD-NMRA. There would not be a deadline for getting tours lined up just so they could be published in 

the Crossing Gate. This may also encourage non-NMRA members to sign up. 

The Website could be interactive. Any member or non-member could update the site. There could be a review process before 

any information is posted on-line. Once a user has proved to be a legit source, the approval process could be bypassed. That 

would block spammers. Because the site is interactive, comments on articles could also be posted.  

Members without internet access at home have options-- public libraries have access and schedules or articles could be printed 

there; they could have another member or friend print the information they want; or they could even attend the TCD meetings 

and get the information there. This would eliminate the time-consuming and frustrating process that the Editor endures every 

quarter getting the articles into a nice layout, printing the Crossing Gate, addressing them for members that want hard copies, 

and mailing them. I think it would also give our members better information, encourage members to submit information and 

create interest in the TCD meetings. 

Walt Thompson  

TCD Year in Review                            by Ken Zieska 

The Twin Cities Division wrapped up a great year with 

its annual business meeting on May 13. In addition to 

reviewing the year‟s activities, the Division membership 

re-elected Ron Bodin for a second term as Division Su-

perintendent. 

Looking back, the Division meeting highlights include a 

great presentation on ideas for kitbashing buildings by 

Neil Hovind. Neil brings great ideas that work well for 

modelers in any scale. Dave Hamilton gave a great 

clinic on “getting started in operations.” Dave showed 

off the resources he has used to get operations going on 

his Burlington Route. In addition to showing the car 

card system and paperwork he has prepared, Dave 

shared the internet sites he has found that provide im-

portant support resources for anyone looking to get their 

railroad “operating.” Later in the season, Dave Hamil-

ton gave the Division an update on the NMRA Achieve-

ment program. Dave is one of the Achievement officials 

within the TLR, and he is actively working on his 

MMR, so his presentation was full of personal experi-

ences and insights. More important was Dave‟s commit-

ment to sharing his experience with other Division 

members. Having the resource of skilled model railroad-

ers such as Dave is one of the real values of our NMRA 

membership.   

Learning about the prototype is always of interest, and 

presentations this season included The DRG&W and 

Great Northern Railway. Because the Division meets in 

the Minnesota Transportation Museum‟s Jackson Street 

Roundhouse, we were able to have an exclusive back 

shop tour of the Museum conducted by knowledgeable 

Museum Docents. The Museum also gave us a look at a 

new display being prepared around historic maps of the 

Minneapolis and St. Paul railroads.    

A look back at the highlights of the year would be in-

complete without mention of the fall and spring layout 
tours organized by Art Hill, the Division‟s participation in 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Twin Cities Area 

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events 

2010 weekends  Minnesota Free Mo. Wayzata Bay, Center Mall, Wayzata, MN. More information at www.mnfreemo.org,  

Sun, 09/25  16th Annual Hutchinson Model RR Show, 10AM-4PM. McLeod County Fairgrounds, 780 Century Ave SW.  Admis-

sion $4, 12 & under free.  Operating roads, large flea market, clinics, model contest. More info: 320-587-7820 or 

ptdavis@hutchtel.net   

Morgan Turney and Suzanne Lemon  at 
their module clinic. 

Rachel, 10, Youngest TLR 
Meet  Participant 

Don Hillman, NMRA  Canada 
Registrar, with Gerry Leone 

At  Steam on the Prairie,  Winnipeg 

Bark Scenery by John Longhurst 

Prairie Dog 
Central No. 3 
Blt. 1882, 
Glascow, 
Scotland  

Conventioneers doing 
what comes naturally at  
Historic CPR Depot, 
Portage la Prairie 

http://www.mnfreemo.org
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Subscribe or Renew  

Now to 

THE CROSSING GATE! 

Send $10 per year (two year max)  

for printed black & white version by mail to: 

Twin Cities Division  

4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376 

FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!! 

(No renewal necessary for email) 

Enclosed is $   ________  for    _______ year(s). 

 New Subscriber □ Renewing Subscriber □ 

I want my CROSSING GATE delivered by: 

 US Mail (paper, black/white) □ 

 Electronic mailing (email, color) □ 

Name:  _______________________________  

Address: ______________________________  

City:  ________________________________  

State/Zip: _____________________________  

Email: ________________________________  

   @ _________________________________  

Phone:  _______________________________  

Preferred Modeling Gauge(s): _______________  

 ____________________________________  

Preferred Prototype Railroad(s):_____________  

 ____________________________________  

Train Rides 

Osceola, WI 

or 

Jackson Street 

Roundhouse,  

St. Paul 

Present this coupon for 

$2 off any  

Adult Fare at Osceola 

or 

$1 off any  

Roundhouse Ticket 

Valid 

Osceola, WI: 

May–October 

Roundhouse:  Year ’round on  

regular schedules only 

(715) 755-3570 

www.trainride.org 

TCD08 

Expires May 1, 2012 

Engler, Lakeville, MN, on his prize-winning logging module. Among other 

awards, Mike won Caboose Hobby‟s Model of the Year at the Narrow 

Gauge meet in Colorado Springs last September with this module.   

In the PM on Saturday  we boarded the Prairie Dog Central - four circa 

1910 passenger cars and a 4-4-0 built in 1882 in Glascow, Scotland. She 

chugged along for about 45 minutes until we reached a 1948 wooden grain 

elevator. We waded over to it for a quick tour. The elevator is one of those 

historic buildings that seem to appear in every old town and which a local 

group of die-hards are trying desperately to save from either the wrecking 

ball or the ravages of nature. Meanwhile, PDC-3‟s coal had gotten wet, but 

a GP-9 eventually rode to the rescue and brought us all back to the PDC 

station at Inkster.                                                                                     wb 

(TLR Meet  Continued from page 1) 

Railfans photographing railfans 

trying to photograph PDC-3 

Quote of meet.  Re: Miracle on 34th 

Street: Don Hillman tells inquisitive 

kids he is here to check up on them 

for his brother. 

TCD LAYOUT TOUR   May 15, 2010 

The Twin Cities Division, NMRA, sponsors layout tours periodically 

throughout our Oct-May program year so that TCD members can take advan-

tage of other modelers‟ experiences in building their layouts.  Generally, only 

NMRA members may tour the layouts. David Johnson‟s N-Scale Cedar Val-

ley Railroad is a modern, dieselized road on which he has been at work for 

about 5 years. The value of seeing this layout is that it might de-mystify L-

girder benchwork for some who may have read about it but haven‟t built a 

pike with it. L-girder construction provides locations to attach electrical hard-

ware without crawling under the layout. It also allows creation of a clear 3-D 

aspect to the pike. Hills, deep ravines, and dramatic mountains are easy to 

build on an L-girder skeleton.                                                       wb 
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several shows and flea markets, including the National Train Day show organized by the National Park Service.        

The Twin Cities Division will begin meetings again on October 14 with a full schedule that includes more “hands on” 

clinics where members will walk away with examples of what they learned in the clinics. Art Hill is also busy scout-

ing layouts for the fall tour, and there are several Division layouts that have offered to conduct operations training ses-

sions for interested Division members.  Division meetings are the second Thursday of each month, beginning in Octo-

ber.  We meet at the Jackson Street Roundhouse. Full information is posted at http://www.tcdnmra.org/index.html 

(TCD Review , Ken Zieska Continued from page 4) 

Review 75 years of model railroading as you walk 

through a very special exhibit at NMRA 75, the National 

Model Railroad Association convention, July 11-18, at 

Milwaukee. As part of this year‟s 75th-Anniversary cele-

bration, some of the most prominent manufacturers in 

model railroading will present a special exhibit of histori-

cal models from the past 75 years.  

Walthers will showcase many of the significant models 

it‟s introduced through the years. You‟ll also see early 

offerings from Micro-Trains and PFM. There will be 

many other historically significant models from other 

manufacturers as well. Items from personal collections, 

including some from the late Bob Brass, will be on dis-

play. Kalmbach Publishing Company will give  you a rare 

glimpse into the personal collection of its founder, Al 

Kalmbach.  

This once-in-a-lifetime exhibit should not be missed; but 

then, so should not the entire convention.  In addition to 

the manufacturer‟s historical exhibit, NMRA 75 will fea-

ture a huge array of tours, plus over 160 clinics, with over 

120 of them brand new this year. Clinics will be pre-

sented by some of the best-known names in model rail-

roading. Among them are Jack Burgess, Bruce Chubb, 

Chuck Hitchcock, Tony Koester, Sam Swanson, Bill 

Schaumburg, Andy Sperandeo, Tony Thompson and 

Wayne Wesolowski. Add to that the national train show, 

the NMRA model contest, and the silent auction, and 

you‟ll have a week of model railroading you‟ll long re-

member.   

The Saturday night banquet will feature a speaker you 

won‟t want to miss. Jim Hediger has been a part of the 

model railroading scene for 50 of the 75 years of 

NMRA‟s existence and has helped shape that scene dur-

ing his years at Model Railroader Magazine. Jim will 

bring those 50 years to life at the banquet, giving banquet 

guests a light hearted, personal look at the hobby and the 

many memorable people he‟s met since joining the 

NMRA in 1958. It‟s sure to be an evening of model rail-

roading fun you will cherish in memory.          

Get all the details by visiting the NMRA website at 

www.nmra75.org. You can register online. And don‟t 

forget to tell your non-member model railroading friends 

that they can get in on the fun, too, by registering under 

the “Non-member Option.” 

NMRA 75, Milwaukee   
Manufacturers To Show 75 Years of Model Railroading  

Jim Hediger to Speak 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE:  

Ken Zieska  

David Johnson 

 

THANKS! 

Deadline for contributions to the next issue: 

Sept. 1 , 2010 

Next Twin Cities Division 

Meeting October 14, 2010 
7:30 PM 

 

Jackson Street Roundhouse 

193 E Pennsylvania Ave,  St. Paul 

Clinic: Neil Hovind, The Building Guy 
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Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors 

These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support! 

Becker's Model Railroad Supply 

2166 Silver Lake Road 

New Brighton, MN  55112 

651.635.9480 

http://members.aol.com/wcbecker 

Hub Hobby Center 

82 Minnesota Ave. 

Little Canada, MN  55117 

651.490.1675 

http://hubhobbycenter.com 

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway 

P.O. Box 176 

114 Depot RD 

Osceola, WI  54020 

715.755.3570 

http://www.trainride.org 

Choo Choo Bob’s  

2050 Marshall Avenue 

Saint Paul, MN  55104 

651.646.5252 

Hub Hobby Center 

6416 Penn Avenue S 

Richfield, MN  55423 

612.866.9575 

http://hubhobby.com 

Osseo Train World 

340 Central Avenue 

Osseo, MN  55369 

763.425.7171 

Historic Rail 

121 5th Ave NW 

New Brighton, MN  55112 

651.635.0100 

http://www.historicrail.com 

KDC Model Trains 

915 Hopkins Ctr. 

Hopkins, MN  55343 

952.938.5456 

http://www.KDC-Trains.com 

Scale Model Supplies 

458 Lexington Parkway 

Saint Paul, MN  55104 

651.646.7781 

http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com 

Hobbytown USA 

Bergen Plaza Shopping Center 

7065 10th St. North 

Oakdale, MN 55128 

651 - 702 - 0355 

www.hobbytown.com/mnoak  

 
 Support your Local Businesses! 

Next Three Meetings: 

 October 14, November 11 at 7 PM 

Where: 

 Jackson Street Roundhouse 

 193 Pennsylvania Ave E 

 St. Paul, MN  55130 

Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA 

4476 Mason Ave NE 

St. Michael, MN  55376 

 

The 2011 NMRA Convention in Sacramento is being billed 

as the "Unconventional Convention," and one of the reasons is that 

the registration fee is only $99! But, that low $99 rate will be 

available only until September 1, 2010, at which time it will defi-
nitely increase. Register now to take advantage of this low rate at 
the Convention’s website - www.x2011west.org 

http://www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

