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At the fall 2008 board meeting, the Thousand Lake Region (TLR) Board
decided to award each of the six TLR Divisions a “Convention
Attendance Grant” of $200. This would allow one person from each
Division to attend the Thousand Lakes Region 2009 Convention virtual-
ly for free. Each Division could decide how to award its Grant.
Winners were awarded their Grant at the Banquet on Saturday night.

Convention Attendance Grant Winners

The Spring
Layout Tours

See more photos in
the online version at

www.tcdnmra.org

Winners are: (left to right) Terry Anderson (Dakota Southeastern Div.), Don Radeck
(South Red River Valley Div.), Ron Peterson (Prairie Lakes Div.), Dave Hamilton
(TLR Treasurer), Alan Saatkamp (TLR President), Paul Ullrich (No. 1 Northern Div.),
Robert Fink (Twin Cities Div.), and Brian Wordes (Minnesota River Valley Div.).

This spring’s tour included four different layouts. Here is but a small sample showing some of the detailing.
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Twin Cities Division
www.tcdnmra.org

Board of Directors
For all Division business or questions:

Superintendent
Ron Bodin

super@tcdnmra.org

To volunteer to give a clinic:
Assistant Superintendent

Ken Zieska
asuper@tcdnmra.org

To volunteer for a train show or “Timetable” entries:
Chief Clerk
Dave Hohle

clerk@tcdnmra.org

For membership problems, The Crossing Gate 
subscription or address problems, or website issues:

Paymaster
Eric Boone

tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net

For article or photo submissions:
THE CROSSING GATE Editor

Walter S. Thompson
651-644-8673

editor@tcdnmra.org

For hobby shop or door prize questions:
Public Relations

Bruce Selb
pr@tcdnmra.org

Director at Large
Bill Dredge

assistant@tcdnmra.org
_____________________________________

Chairpersons
For Golden Spike or NMRA Certificate questions:

NMRA Achievement Program
Dave Hamilton

763-449-0058
ap@tcdnmra.org

To volunteer your layout for a tour, or suggest one:
Layout Tour Chairperson

Arthur Hill
tours@tcdnmra.org

Education Chairperson
Bruce Selb

ed@tcdnmra.org

Popular Vote Contest Chairperson
Steve Nitti
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THE CROSSING GATE is published quar-
terly by the Twin Cities Division of
the Thousand Lakes Region of the
National Model Railroad Associ -
ation. Material may be reprinted with
permission.

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be
enthusiastically accepted! The pre-
ferred format would be in Rich Text
Format (RTF), with photos as JPEGs,
but we will accept any format (from a
PC or Mac; MS Word, Simple Text,
typed, handwritten, scribbled on the
back of a bar napkin, etc.). Send it to
your editor by regular mail to 
THE CROSSING GATE, 1405 Portland Ave,
St. Paul, MN  55104, or by email to
editor@tcdnmra.org.

Dear Subscribers,

I just got back from the TLR Convention in Hutchinson and it was a great
event. From food to layout tours, everything was arranged with excellent
style. The 18 members of Luce Line Railroad Club Inc. did a fine job and con-
gratulations to all members of their club. 

I got there Friday at about 6 pm, missing great clinics from Gerry Leone on
photography and by Mike Engler on detailing. Other clinics on painting,
weathering, and 3-in-1 buildings were given, but I had to miss them (darn
job). I had delicious dessert at the McLoud County Museum and enjoyed
slides of the history of the Luce Line. 

On Saturday we took buses to Glencoe for the Twin Cities and Western tour.
The gentlemen there were very helpful and answered lots of questions about
railroad operations. They told us about the train schedule from Glencoe to
the west and about the schedule to the Twin Cities. Right on time, a 100-car
freight train came through. For railfans like me, it was great fun.

Back on buses to Dassel Depot—what history! Especially about Great
Northern Railroad. Then back to the Vic for relaxation, supper and the
Awards Banquet where the 2010 and 2011 Regional Convention locations
were given out. They’ll be in Winnipeg in 2010 and Dubuque come 2011.
Details will be forthcoming at TCD monthly meetings, in The Crossing Gate,
and in The Fussee.

And we have filled the three board positions! Thank you to volunteers Ken
Zieska (Assistant Superintendent), Bruce Selb (Public Relations), and  Bill
Dredge (Member at Large). Thanks also to Steve Nitti for becoming the
Contest Coordinator, and to Scott Secor and Neal Chapman who have volun-
teered to do the Christmas auction. 

Thanks again, as always, to Art for another great layout tour. This is some-
thing very valuable to our division. We also wish to thank our former Public
Relations guy, Don Smith, and say thank you and farewell to Pam and Bruce
Notman (enjoy Florida!).

Your Superintendent, Ron

Readers:

In the 2008–2009 season I spent $155.00 on raffle tickets, and won $415.00
in gift certificates and items. That covered my NMRA dues! Get active in the
division and make me pay my own dues. And don’t forget that the first place
in the contests also wins a prize!

Thanks to all that contributed to this issue. Getting an article published in
The Crossing Gate counts toward your Achievement Program–Author. So how
about you write an article for the next issue, or at least a letter to the editor? 

Starting with this issue, email versions will be sent, at no charge, to NMRA
members in the Division that have email addresses on file with the NMRA.
The email version will have bonus photos included that would not fit into the
hardcopy version! To be on this list, send your email address to Eric Boone
(tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net).

And I want to personally thank Art Hill for the work he puts into getting lay-
out tours scheduled for our group.

Walt and assistant editor Joanne
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Tell-tales For Your Railroad by Lester “Les” J. Breuer, MMR

If your railroad has tunnels or
bridges, your railroad (depend-
ing on the era) should have tell-
tales. Tell-tales were located
along the railroad right-a-way
prior to a tunnel or bridge
entrance to warn the brakeman,
who might be up on top of the car
turning down brakewheels, of the
approaching structure.

Tell-tales consisted of a pole and
cross-arm with sixteen ropes
hung from the cross-arm. It was
the hanging ropes that provided
the warning to the brakeman on
top of a car. The brakeman would
hit the hanging ropes and knew
to get down if he did not want to
end up hitting the tunnel or
bridge entrance.

If you decide you want to add
tell-tales to your railroad, I rec-
ommend the tell-tales part num-
ber 1004 produced by Creative
Model Associates (CMA). In my
opinion, nicely done. I purchased
mine at Scale Model Supplies.
The package contains two tell-
tales molded in gray plastic, one
for each entrance of the bridge or
tunnel.

Maybe you want to scratch-build
the tell-tales rather than purchase
them. If so, you will find articles
in the commercial press that will

help you do that. One good arti-
cle, “Tell-Tales Two At A Time”
by Steve Solomon, appeared in
the January 1979 NMRA Bulletin
(renamed Scale Rails in later
years), and had drawings with
dimensions that match the CMA
tell-tales. You can contact the
NMRA Kalmbach Memorial
Library, e-mail: lib@hq.mnra.org,
to purchase a copy of the article.  

Prior to installing the tell-tales,
you will need to paint or weather
the poles and cross-arms. I keep a
jar of dirty Floquil thinner and
brush cleaner around for this type
job. The dirty thinner, a grayish
black, is the dirty paint thinner
that you end up with when clean-
ing paint brushes after using
Floquil or other solvent based
paints. I know many of you throw
the dirty paint thinner away after
paint brushes are clean. I do not.
Rather I save it to use as a weath-
ering agent.

If you do not have dirty paint
thinner around, you might want
to make up a weathering mix of
alcohol and India ink. In Mike
Engler’s handout, obtained at his
weathering clinic at the Thou-
sand Lakes Region 2009 conven-
tion, he suggests going to
www.rustystumps.com in the
“how to” section where Mike
Chambers has three articles on
using alcohol-India inks and for-
mulas. If you have a formula you
really like, I would encourage
you to send it to our editor to
share with other readers. Once
you have a weathering mix you
can proceed.

I brushed a couple of coats of the
dirty Floquil paint thinner on the
poles and cross-arms. The
instruction sheet in the CMA tell-
tale package says to paint the

ropes a black or tan color. I chose
black for mine. If you use the bases
that come in the package, you will
need to paint them a concrete color.

I did not like the shape of the base
CMA provided, so I made one to my
liking. I shaped the master from clay
and made a rubber mold of it. I used
the mold and casting resin to create
the base I wanted. I drilled a hole in
each cast resin base for the tell-tale
pole and painted the cast resin base
a concrete color.

Once the base is dry and the tell-
tale pole is installed into it, you are
ready to put it on your layout. 
I installed tell-tales on the Min-
neapolis & Northland Railroad Com-
pany at the entrance of the concrete
tunnel at Tunnel City, and at the
wood tunnel entrance at Bass Lake
Junction. I still need to get them
installed at the ends of the Howe
Truss bridge crossing Bass Lake.
Yes, another project to fill my mod-
eling time.Tell-tale at entrance to wooden tunnel at Bass

Lake Junction. (Photo by Les Breuer)

Tell-tale installed at entrance of the concrete tunnel at
Tunnel City. (Photo by Les Breuer)
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TCD April Contest Winner

Steam Engines Contest, April 9th Meeting
First Place to Don Carlson for his Sunset model of GN 2-10-2

C O N T R I B U T O R S   
T O  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Jim Bernier, Ron Bodin,  
Lester Breuer, Bob Hamm, 
Gerry Leone, Joanne Rust, 

Bruce Selb, Walter Thompson
and Ken Zieska.

T H A N K S !

Deadline for contributions 
to the next issue:

September 1st, 2009

THREE ROADSTHREE ROADS

Annual Banquet and Awards Presentation 

Director of the TLR Achievement Program John Hotvet, MMR
(right) presents an “Association Official” certificate to TLR
Treasurer Dave Hamilton. (Photo by Gerry Leone)

Gerry Leone, MMR (right) smiles big while accepting the President’s
Award for exceptional service from TLR President Alan Saatkamp.
(Photo by Renay Leone)

20092009
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Every month we will have "Happy Hour" from 6:00 until
7:00. This will feature hands on informal work sessions on
topics such as DCC troubleshooting, Digital Photography,
Operations, Laser Kit building, or whatever else! Watch for
updates on the TCD website, http://www.tcdnmra.org.

For folks who don't believe we get value from our NMRA
membership, I learned how to make scenic tufts like this
from Art Hill and was able to go home and add these to
my layout right away. Shot one is step-by-step from Art's
instruction, shot two is installed on the layout.

Your new Assistant Superintendant, Ken

Art Hill showed us how to make scenic tufts.
The tufts I made, installed on my layout.

Watch the website for
new monthly “Happy
Hour” work sessions !

Even pinecones can make
great trees, when viewed
from a distance . . .

For the clinic at our April meeting at the Jackson Street
Roundhouse, Art Hill shared with us how to look at the
world through the eye of a modeler. He had returned from
his trip out west with an excellent collection of twigs that
could become trees and scrub that could become brush.
He also showed us some of his favorite tricks for making
trees from easily accessible and inexpensive materials such
as air-cleaners. Excellent trees can be made quickly and eas-
ily by cutting out disks and arranging them on sticks
(skewers work well). Then just give them a haircut, paint
them green, use some hairspray for glue, and dust them
with ultra-fine ground foam!

Developing a Modeler’s Eye

A quick and easy air cleaner tree!
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Hello Everyone,
Let me introduce myself. I have been the
National Contest Chairman for several
years now, and my staff and I have been
working hard to improve that activity
and make it more appealing to attendees.
For Anaheim we have added two events: 

■ The People’s Choice Awards— a
direct entry, minimal paperwork
popular vote contest;

■ The Model Showcase— a non-com-
petitive, display-only event (com-
plete or in process models are okay),
again with little paperwork. 

For Hartford we are premiering three
new activities: 

■ A Kit Built Contest to run in parallel
with the regular Scratch Built contest
(with a parallel array of awards); 

■ On Tuesday, “An Afternoon of Meet the Modeler, Photographer, &
Crafter” lets you meet the entrants in any contest, who are encour-
aged to come and be with their entries to explain, discuss, and gener-
ally show off their works; 

■ A Thursday morning score review period for the judged contest (Kit
and Scratch), during which entrants may ask questions of the judges
and staff.

Entrants may now stay with their entrees at any time the contest room is
open (except for Wednesday when we are judging). The awards will
take place on Thursday afternoon.

Bob Hamm, the NMRA’s National Contest Chairman

New Contests in the 2009 National Convention

DEADLINES FOR ARTICLES
TO BE SUBMITTED

TO THE CROSSING GATE:

Issue Deadline

Fall September 1st
Winter December 1st
Spring   March 1st
Summer June 1st

Twin Cities Area

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events

Sunday-Sunday, 
July 5-11 

2009 National Model Railroad Association's National Convention, Hartford, Connecticut.

Friday, July 10 The Southern Pacific 4449 will be passing through Minnesota on the way to Train Festival 2009 in Owosso, MI. For more information:
http://www.trainfestival2009.com/4449.php

Saturday, July 18 Rail Fair 
Copeland Park La Crosse, WI. For more info: 608.582.4761 or 608.784.0036, www.4000foundation.com 

Saturday & Sunday,
September 12-13

2009 Railroading at the Roundhouse
Jackson Street Roundhouse, St Paul, MN

Friday, 
September 18

Soo Line Historical & Technical Society Convention Model RR Swap Meet 
Alexandria Holiday Inn, Convention Center Courtyard 4, 8:30 AM-1PM. 
Admission: FREE. Visit www.sooline.org or call Kent Ohlfs 608.781.4835, or e-mail ohlfs.kent@uwlax.edu

Saturday,
September 26

15th Hutchinson Model Railroad Show--Hosted by Luce Line Railroad Club Inc., a 100% NMRA club
McLeod County Fairgrounds, 780 Century Ave. S.W.   9 AM to 4 PM. Admission $3 adults, children 12 or younger FREE. 
Model contest, model clinics, flea market tables call 320.587.2279, layouts paid for attending, call 320 5878641

Friday-Sunday, 
May 28-30, 2010

TLR Convention Steam on the Prairies
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. More information can be found on the 2010 convention page

Saturday-Sunday,
July 10-18, 2010

National Model Railroad Association's 75th Anniversary National Convention
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

May 2011 TLR Convention Dubuque, IA
More info will be added on the 2011 convention page as it becomes available. Visit www.dubuquechamber.com

Sunday-Saturday,
July 3-9, 2011

National Model Railroad Association's National Convention
Sacramento, California.

Submit events for listing to James Bernier at jrbernier@hotmail.com
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Present this coupon for

$2 off any 
Adult Fare at Osceola

or
$1 off any 

Roundhouse Ticket
Valid

Osceola, WI:
May–October 2008

Roundhouse:  Year ’round on 
regular schedules only

(715) 755-3570
www.trainride.org

TCD08

Expires May 1, 2010

TRAIN RIDES
Osceola, WI

or
Jackson Street
Roundhouse, 

St. Paul

Send $10 per year (two year max) 
for printed black & white version by mail to:

Twin Cities Division, 
4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376
FU L L  CO LOR  EMA I L  V E R S I ON  F R E E ! !

(No renewal necessar y for emai l )

Subscribe or Renew
Now to

the Crossing Gate!

Enclosed is $ _______ for  _____ year(s)

New Subscriber ❒ Renewing Subscriber ❒
I want my Crossing Gate delivered by:

US Mail (paper, black/white) ❒
Electronic mailing (email, color) ❒

Name: __________________________

Address: __________________________

City: ____________________________

State/Zip: _________________________

Email: ___________________________

@ __________________________

Phone: __________________________

Preferred Modeling Gauge(s):______________

_______________________________

Preferred Prototype Railroad(s): ____________

_______________________________

TCD Timetable 

Twin Cities Division Schedule for Meeting at the Roundhouse
Month First Clinic Second Clinic Contest

2009
October 8 Neil Hovind 

The Building Guy
Neil Hovind 
The Building Guy

Diesel Engines
Yard Units

November 12 Mary Swartoot 
Continental Clay

Scott Secor 
Weathering

Self Propelled Cars 
RDCs, Gas, Electric, etc. 

December 10 Dave Hamilton 
Achievement Program

Dave Hamilton
Achievement Program

Layouts and 
Model Photographs

2010
January 14 James Platt 

Vintage Rio Grande
James Platt 
Vintage Rio Grande

Steam Engines
Road Power

February 11 Cy Svobodny 
Slides on GN

Cy Svobodny 
Slides on GN

Flat Cars with Loads

March 11 Round House 
Museum Tour

Round House 
Museum Tour

Dioramas 

April 8 TCD-NMRA 
Open House for Local Clubs

TCD-NMRA 
Open House for Local Clubs

First Generation Diesels 

May 13 Business Meeting Business Meeting No Contest

Mike Brestel, President of
the National Model
Railroad Association, has

appointed two Thousand Lakes
Region/Twin Cities Division
members to the first-of-their-kind
national posts. Effective immedi-
ately, Gerry Leone, MMR,
assumes the newly created posi-
tion of National Communications
Director. In this role Gerry will be
responsible for fostering commu-
nications between the National
organization and Regions and
Divisions, as well as overseeing
any external communications
from the NMRA. 
Gerry has been serving as Deputy
Chair of the NMRA’s Membership
Services Department for the last
three years and will also remain in

this position. He’s also a member
of the TLR Board of Directors and
editor of its newsletter. 

Also effective immediately,
Tim Klevar assumes the
position of the NMRA’s

first Information Technology (IT)
Manager. Tim’s a 20-year veteran
of the IT industry, and has been
serving as NMRA Webmaster for
the past several years. It was
under Tim’s watchful eye that the
NMRA website was completely
redesigned. Tim is also currently
webmaster for the Twin Cities
Division’s website. 
These two positions will greatly
enhance the NMRA at a national
level, and will help make the
organization even stronger in the
21st Century.

TWO LOCAL BOYS MAKE GOOD ON
THE NATIONAL NMRA SCENE

TCD Contest Rules
■ The entry has to be something you have done something to, not some-

thing you just purchased.
■ All entries will be registered by the contest coordinator and you will

receive your contest number. 
■ First, Second and Third place ribbons will be awarded.
■ If time permits each entry ribbon winner will explain what was done to

the entry.
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Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brig hton, MN  55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Choo Choo Bob’s 
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN  55104
651.646.5252

Historic Rail
121 5th Ave NW
New Brighton, MN  55112
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

Hobbytown USA
1750 Weir Drive
Woodbury, MN  55125
651.702.0355
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=73 

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN  55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN  55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

KDC Model Trains
915 Hopkins Ctr.
Hopkins, MN  55343
952.938.5456
http://www.KDC-Trains.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI  54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN  55369
763.425.7171

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN  55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Next two Thursday meetings:  
October 8 and November 12 at 7 PM

Where:  
Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
Saint Paul MN  55130
651.291.7588

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors

These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division.  Please show them your support!

Support your Local Businesses!
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Here are more photos I took on the
Spring 2009 Layout Tour. I was over-
whelmed by all the detail in the four lay-
outs, and afraid I lost interest in taking
pictures in favor of looking at every-
thing! Now, if I had a reporter who was
covering things...(hint, hint)....

Walt

Layout Tours — Spring 2009



Layout Tours 
Spring 2009



Layout Tours 
Spring 2009

Layout photos by
Walt Thompson.



Photo by Ken Zieska

Three Roads
to Hutch

2009

It was a beautiful day for a
speeder ride on Saturday, as
members of the TLR visited
Hutchinson’s former GN depot.
The depot is being preserved by
the Luce Line Railroad Club,
hosts of the convention.
Tom Wiprud’s Kalamazoo
speeder provided the motive
power.

Photo by Ken Zieska

Photo by Terry Davis



Three Roads
to Hutch

2009

Miles Hale paints one of the structures cre-
ated in the “Make and Take” clinic on
Friday afternoon.

Fran Hale looks over Miles
Rohan’s and Frank Gerry’s shoul-
ders to inspect their progress.

Keynote speakers at the Saturday night ban-
quet were famed modelers and clinicians Fran
and Miles Hale, MMR. They shared experi-
ences they’d had while on the road delivering
clinics, and also spoke of their involvement
with the NMRA, and what the organization
means to them.

One of the highlights of the convention was a “Make and
Take” clinic conducted by Fran and Miles Hale. Here atten-
dees busily assemble their Walthers modular buildings.

Thanks to Gerry Leone, 
editor of the TLR newsletter

The Fusee, for contributing
these photos and captions!


