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Jeff’s Empire Bob’s Layout

Up-coming Layout Tours
Art is off collecting more tree trunks. He organizes the layout tours and
will announce plans for the up-coming tours at the TCD meetings. He
will be sending e-mails to all Division NMRA members for whom he
has addresses. If you want to be on this list, please contact Eric at
paytcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net.

The Winter Layout Tours

(Photos by Walt)

Two excellent tours were arranged by Art in February. Jeff’s layout had to
be seen to be believed. Bob has a very nice layout, especially for only one
year of working on it, and it brought us back to reality after seeing Jeff’s.
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Twin Cities Division
Board of Directors

For all Division business or questions:
Superintendent

Ron Bodin
super@tcdnmra.org

To volunteer to give a clinic:
Assistant Superintendent

Cal Swenson
asuper@tcdnmra.org

To volunteer for a train show or “Timetable” entries:
Chief Clerk
Dave Hohle

clerk@tcdnmra.org

For membership problems, The Crossing Gate 
subscription or address problems, or website issues:

Paymaster
Eric Boone

tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net

For article or photo submissions:
THE CROSSING GATE Editor

Walter S. Thompson
651-644-8673

editor@tcdnmra.org

For hobby shop or door prize questions:
Public Relations

Don Smith
pr@tcdnmra.org

Director at Large
Bruce Notman

assistant@tcdnmra.org
_____________________________________

Chairpersons
For Golden Spike or NMRA Certificate questions:

NMRA Achievement Program
Dave Hamilton

763-449-0058
ap@tcdnmra.org

To volunteer your layout for a tour, or suggest one:
Layout Tour Chairperson

Arthur Hill
tours@tcdnmra.org

Education Chairperson
Bruce Selb

ed@tcdnmra.org

Popular Vote Contest Chairperson
Pam Notman
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THE CROSSING GATE is published quar-
terly by the Twin Cities Division of
the Thousand Lakes Region of the
National Model Railroad Associ -
ation. Material may be reprinted with
permission.

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be
enthusiastically accepted! The pre-
ferred format would be in Rich Text
Format (RTF), with photos as JPEGs,
but we will accept any format (from a
PC or Mac; MS Word, Simple Text,
typed, handwritten, scribbled on the
back of a bar napkin, etc.). Send it to
your editor by regular mail to 
THE CROSSING GATE, 1405 Portland Ave,
St. Paul, MN  55104, or by email to
editor@tcdnmra.org.

The Jackson Street Round House has turned out to be a great location for
our meeting! With free parking, lots of space, a pop machine, door prizes
and lots of Rail Road stuff to see, our attendance should be through the
roof. So why weren’t you at the Febuary meeting? Only 20 members
attended. The contest was for Diesel locomotives, there were four
entrants and only eight people even voted… that was for a $20.00
PRIZE! 

Are you working toward your MMR award? You can get credit for doing
things for the division. An opening is available for the Christmas auction
coordinator, the first person to come forward will get the points. All you
have to do is hold the items that will be in the auction (well, O.K., a little
more than that.)

All the positions in the division are held by volunteers, from Pam count-
ing the votes in the contest through Art setting up the layout tours and
Tim doing the web page. Plus all the other positions that make the divi-
sion function.

Get on board, do something to help. Promote the division by talking to
people at the hobby shop you visit. Share your knowledge, do a seminar,
write an article for the Crossing Gate. Getting involved will be fun; you
will meet people with the same interest, and even learn from them. 

But my main concern is that nobody is taking on the job of auction coor-
dinator for this year or next. Come on, somebody step forward and take
on this position. Others in the Division will help you. Please talk to me at
the next meeting or call me at 612.751.8344 (cell) or 763.755.8408
(home). This is very important. 

Thank you, and see you at the April meeting. 

Your Superintendent, 
Ron

Subscribers: 

Thus far I have spent $155.00 on raffle tickets and won $301.00 in Gift
certificates and items. Stay tuned.

Hey, don’t forget that the first place in the contests wins a prize!

Thanks to all that contributed to
this issue. Also check out the work
Tim has done on our web site
(http://www.tcdnmra.org).

So how about you write an article
for the next issue, or at least a let-
ter to the editor?

Walt and assistant editor Joanne

DEADLINES FOR ARTICLES
TO BE SUBMITTED:

Issue Deadline

Fall September 1st
Winter December 1st
Spring   March 1st
Summer June 1st

C O N T R I B U T O R S   T O  T H I S  I S S U E :

Jim Bernier, Ron Bodin,  Lester Breuer, Gerry Leone, 
Don Smith,  Cal Swenson and Walter Thompson.

T H A N K S !

Deadline for contributions to the next issue:   
June 1, 2009
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Today the most commonly purchased rolling stock or vehicle at the hobby shop is the ready-to-
run (R-T-R) type. Upon examining the window glazing in a R-T-R vehicle or rolling stock, if it
has any, you will see that it is very well done in most cases. Not always the case in older vehi-
cles or rolling stock you may already have on your model railroad. In fact, I would venture to
guess some have no window glazing at all.

How can you put window glazing in the old vehicles or rolling stock in a quick manner? There
are various solutions. The easiest solution, I believe is to use Micro Kristal Klear by Microscale.
The Micro Kristal Klear (once dry) looks like old-fashioned window glass. If that is acceptable
to you, then I suggest you give it a try. I would rather have old-fashioned looking window glass
than no window glass at all.

I find the Micro Kristal
Klear quite easy to use. As
the instructions say, you
use a toothpick to apply the
Kristal Klear to the window
opening. You first apply the
Kristal Klear to the edges of

the window opening and then fill the opening by mov-
ing the toothpick with more Kristal Klear on it in a cir-
cular motion in the window opening. I found no spe-
cial tricks to apply the material. When you first apply
the material it has the same white color as white glue,
however, it dries clear.

I used the Kristal Klear to make the snow-
plow windows and the windows in the 1940
Ford Sedan. The snowplow is sitting on the
end of the caboose track in McGregor yard
in the town of McGregor on my Minneapolis
& Northland Railroad. If upon examining
the snowplow photo you start wondering
about the snowplow headlight lens, I should
tell you it was made with two-part epoxy.
The 1940 Ford Sedan is parked at Kool Ice, a
reefer icing facility located along the
McGregor yard.

As I stated before, I would rather have old-
fashioned looking glass than no glass at all.
If you agree and you have vehicles or rolling
stock in need of window glazing I encour-
age you to give Kristal Klear a try.

Window Glazing
by Lester J. Breuer, MMR

Snowplow showing Kristal Klear window glazing and two-part epoxy headlight lens. 
(Photo by Les Breuer)

1940 Ford Sedan with Kristal Klear window glazing. (Photo by Les Breuer)

Photo by Les Breuer



4 The Crossing Gate



5Spring 2009

Editor,

Here is something that I have been tempted to send in before. It
is not really a model hint but I have found that my Xuron track
cutting pliers is the best toenail cutter! When we get old and our
toenails get funny, we need something other than a standard toe-
nail clipper.

Bob Sorensen, Bloomington

Dear Editor:

LOVE the email [of the newsletter]! Very direct. Thank you. A
check is in Saturday’s mail to you!

Carl Floren

Editor:

Would it be possible for the Twin Cities Division to distribute a
TCD membership list to facilitate communication among TCD
members? If some Division members do not wish to be listed,
the Division could follow the example of the Northstar Chapter
NRHS, which asked members who wished to be excluded from
the Chapter’s Membership Roster to so advise the Chapter.

Because I am usually enclosing a document, such as the enclosed
N&WHS mailing address sheet, U.S. mail addresses are much
more useful to me than e-mail addresses. Such a membership
list would also be useful to me as I try to locate a nearby mem-
ber with whom I can ride to and from TCD meetings.

Sincerely,
Bob Clarkson, NMRA Life Member 0438

Dear Editor,

As I mentioned last night, I would appreciate a member directo-
ry. As a relative new member, and one without the years of
meetings behind me, it would be useful to see who belongs, what
scale, what era/theme, specific interests, and a contact method...
IF they are willing. Rather than a printed piece, it could be an
online database restricted to current members via password. 

I would be willing to work on developing this project. 

Regards, Neal 

To Ron and the Editor:

Nice layout tour on Saturday. Art did a great job! I sent my
thanks to Art; however, wanted to let you know that this mem-
ber appreciates his time and effort and wanted you to be aware.

And, Walt doing a great job with the “Crossing Gate”.

Ron you have a great team. My hat goes off to you and your
team. Keep up the good work with the TCD.

Regards,
Lester Breuer, MMR 

Winter 2008 TCDWinter 2008 TCD
Contest WinnersContest Winners

Diesel Engines, Jan 8 meeting

First place BN history diesel. 
$20.00 prize for Tod.

First place. ON30. $20.00 prize for Scott.

Railroad Vechicles, Feb 12 meeting

Reefers and stock cars, Mar 12 meeting

First place, $20.00 prize for Walt.

��

��



Are you a Super Modeler?

6

Twin Cities Area

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events

Saturday, Apr 4
Greater Upper Midwest Train Show & Sale
9 AM–2 PM, Century College West Campus, 3300 Century Avenue North ,White Bear Lake, MN
Admission:  $4.00 (child under 12 FREE with adult). For more information:  651.429.2885

Saturday, Apr 18
Woodbury Flea Market
10 AM–3 PM, Woodbury Senior High School, 2665 Woodlane Drive, Woodbury, MN
Admission: ??? For more information:  ic_geeps@yahoo.com

Friday–Sunday,
May14–17

Chicago & North Western Historical Society (C&NWHS)—2009 Annual Meeting & Convention
Des Moines, IA
For more information:  http://www.cnwhs.org/convention.pl

Saturday, May16
Twin City Model Railroad Museum (TCMRM)—Model Railroad, Toy Train & Railroad Memorabilia Sale  
9 AM–3 PM, Minnesota State Fairgrounds, Education Building
Admission:  $5.00 (under 5 FREE). For more information:  651.647.9628, hobbysalesinfo@tcmrm.org

Friday–Sunday,
May 29–31

National Model Railroad Association/Thousand Lakes Region (NMRA/TLR) Spring Convention—3 Roads to Hutch
Friday 10 AM–9 PM, Saturday 7 AM–9 PM, Sunday 7:30 AM–11:30 AM 
Best Western Victorian Inn, 1000 State Hwy 7 West, Hutchinson, MN  
For more information:  ptdavis@hutchtel.net

Sunday, July 5–
Saturday, July11

National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) National Convention
Location: Hartford, CT
For more information:  http://www.hn2009.org/home.html

Submit events for listing to James Bernier at jrbernier@hotmail.com

1. Score 100 points if you ever called in sick to finish a
model.

2. Score 50 points if you ever needed assistance getting
unsuperglued.

3. Deduct 75 points if you own a set of golf clubs.
4. Score 40 points if you ever helped yourself to that

cool sand in an upright hotel ashtray.
5. Score 2 points for every bottle of paint on your work-

bench. Add 50 bonus points if you own your own
paint rack.

6. Score 200 points if a hobby tool incident has required
stitches.

7. Score 75 points if, on arriving in a strange town, the
first thing you look for is hobby shops in the phone
book. Score 300 bonus points if you ever-planned a
family vacation to include a model show.

8 Score 25 points if you have something from the
kitchen on your workbench. Score 100 bonus points if
your wife doesn’t know it’s missing.

9. Score 50 points if you shop for hobby supplies, unac-
companied, in a fabric or cosmetics store.

10. Score 50 points for each pack of Grandt Line bolts you
ever bought.

11. Score 25 points for every kit you have purchased in
the last year. Score 250 bonus points for every project
you have completed.

12. Score 50 points if you’re left-handed.
13. Deduct 300 points if you ever sold some of your

unbuilt kits.

14. Score 30 points for every non-modeler who has seen
your models and said, “Oh, I used to do that when I
was a kid.” 

15. Deduct 100 points for every unfinished project you’ve
set aside.

16. Score 500 points if you ever purchased a Mascot fig-
ure. Score 800 bonus points if you painted it. Deduct
1000 points if you did anything weird after that.

17. Score 150 points if you ever ordered a kit through the
mail, and had it sent to your office so your wife
wouldn’t find out. Score 500 sympathy points if your
hobby has cost you a relationship.

18. Score 600 points if the local library refers inquiries to
you.

19. Deduct 5000 points if you ever used a penlight while
judging.

20. Score 50 points for every part you dropped—and
found!

21. Score 75 points if you own an Optivisor.
22. Score 425 points if someone else smashed their mod-

els when you showed up at a contest.
23. Score 350 points if, lacking reference, you ever

“invented” a detail on a model, and passed it off
as 100% accurate.

24. Score 75 points if you use different “mood music” for
different modeling projects.

25. Score 250 points if you ever found someone else’s
drool on one of your models.

26. Deduct ALL YOUR POINTS if you actually scored
yourself. You should be in there building models, not
using your valuable time taking frivolous quizzes!

The Crossing Gate

by Joe Porter and originally posted on the IPMS USA website
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Present this coupon for

$2 off any 
Adult Fare at Osceola

or
$1 off any 

Roundhouse Ticket
Valid

Osceola, WI:
May–October 2008

Roundhouse:  Year ’round on 
regular schedules only

(715) 755-3570
www.trainride.org

TCD08

Expires May 1, 2010

TRAIN RIDES
Osceola, WI

or
Jackson Street
Roundhouse, 

St. Paul

Send $10 per year for snail-mail
or $3 per year for e-mail

(two year max for either) to: 
Twin Cities Division, 
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

Subscribe or Renew
Now to

the Crossing Gate!

Enclosed is $ _______ for  _____ year(s)

New Subscriber ❒ Renewing Subscriber ❒
I want my Crossing Gate delivered by:

US Mail (paper, black/white) ❒
Electronic mailing (email, color) ❒

Name: __________________________

Address: __________________________

City: ____________________________

State/Zip: _________________________

Email: ___________________________

@ __________________________

Phone: __________________________

Preferred Modeling Gauge(s):______________

_______________________________

Preferred Prototype Railroad(s): ____________

_______________________________

TCD Timetable

Twin Cities Division Schedule for Meetings at the Roundhouse
Month  First Clinic Second Clinic Contest

2009
April 9 Art Hill 

Building Trees Galore
To be announced Steam Engines

May 8 Business Meeting Business Meeting Business Meeting

October 8 Neil Hovid 
The Building guy

Neil Hovid 
The Building guy

Buildings: Diorama

November 12 To be announced To be announced To be announced

December 10 To be announced To be announced To be announced

2010
January 7 To be announced To be announced To be announced

February 11 To be announced To be announced To be announced

March 11 To be announced To be announced To be announced

And Watch the Callboard for Other Events!
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Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brig hton, MN  55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Choo Choo Bob’s 
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN  55104
651.646.5252

Historic Rail
121 5th Ave NW
New Brighton, MN  55112
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com

Hobbytown USA
1750 Weir Drive
Woodbury, MN  55125
651.702.0355
http://www.hobbytown.com/zcl/

detail.html?zcl_info_id=73 

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN  55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN  55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

KDC Model Trains
915 Hopkins Ctr.
Hopkins, MN  55343
952.938.5456
http://www.KDC-Trains.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI  54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN  55369
763.425.7171

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN  55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

Next two meetings:  
April 9 and May 14 at 7 PM

Where:  
Jackson Street Roundhouse
193 Pennsylvania Ave E
Saint Paul MN  55130
651.291.7588

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors

These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division.  Please show them your support!

Support your Local Businesses!


