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Gopher State Railway Museum is
(Almost) READY FOR THE PUBLIC
Located about 10 miles north of New Prague, MN, on Highway 21, the Gopher
State Railway Museum (GSRM) has, as its chief motivation, “…to educate the
public through collection, restoration, and operation of railroad equipment and
artifacts.” About 50 member/volunteers pursue that objective through their
own labors and with funds from donations and grants. They have been at their
labor of love since 1991.

The Hennepin Overland
Railroad Museum (2501
East 38th St., Minneapolis 55406) is a gem of
model railroading that is
available to the general
public in the Twin Cities
but that is little known to
folks who aren’t in regu-
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On the site, which is on the former Minneapolis and St. Louis mainline to Peoria, they have transformed an old wayside shed into what looks like a small
town depot and now serves as the headquarters of the museum. They have collected a few pieces of antique rolling stock, all of which need work to look as
they did when they ran. They have a steel bay-window caboose of the Milwaukee Road breed that is in fair shape and open for public visits. They have
a very old (1871) and very interesting wooden caboose, which they reverently
refer to as “Waycar 14534” that made its living for quite a while on the CB&Q
before serving its new master, the BN. It apparently resided for some time at
the Jackson Street Roundhouse, where it was partially restored. The museum
has also acquired a Pennsy 50-foot boxcar that shows traces of Penn Central
green under a faded yellow paint job done when it was a Sperry Rail Service
tool and shop car.
The star of the show right now is
the NSP 4, an operating SW-1, a
600-horse-power switcher
“decorated” for the Northern
States Power Co. That engine
worked at the High Bridge power
plant in St. Paul following a distinguished career on the CB&Q
and the BN. It faced an uncertain
future as a planter in St. Paul, according to John Stallman, a GSRM volunteer,
who was repeating a tongue-in-cheek story put out by NSP. It came to the
GSRM in running order after having run on the Union Pacific to Chaska and
having been trucked to the museum site from there.
(Continued on page 3)
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THE CROSSI NG GAT E is p u b lished quarterly by the Twin Cities
Division of the Thousand Lakes Region of the National Model Railroad
Association. Material may be reprinted with permission.
Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are
heartily encouraged and will be enthusiastically accepted! The preferred
format would be in Rich Text Format
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we
will accept any format (from a PC or
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed,
or handwritten). Send it to your editor by regular mail to THE CROSSI NG GAT E, 1922 C hr istensen Ave,
W. St. Paul, MN 55118, or by email to
editor@tcdnmra.org.

The 2014-2015 program year is about to begin! We have a wide variety of
topics, with fresh programs and model contests. In October, we start with
some history in slides and maps to visit the Hole-in-the-Wall. In November, we travel to Coon Rapids for a visit to the North Metro Model Railroad Club. Then, we enjoy ourselves at the annual December silent and live
auctions, a major fundraiser for the Twin Cities Division. In January we
move to the future with a clinic on 3-D printing, and the basics of Ground
Cover (a modeling must) is the subject for February with specifics on different ways to lay grass. Getting a little more technical in March, we see
the fine points of Air Brushing, and we will end our program year in April
with a clinic on Molding Parts. Don’t forget the Business Meeting in May
to conclude the season, give ideas for the next year, and elect officers
(Assistant Superintendent and Director-At-Large this year).
Start working now on those models for the monthly contest. I know there
is some great work out there, because I’ve seen it during TCD’s home
tours! See the full contest schedule elsewhere in this newsletter, but October’s contest is Open Loads. Your entry does not have to be of National
Merit quality. I hope our entries show the variety in each of the modeling
categories and that our contests foster real competition as well as learning.
Share this newsletter with your friends, family and club members, and
know there are flyers at the local hobby shops.
The board is looking at ordering an overhead banner for the Twin Cities
Division and preparing a table setup to be a greater presence at local shows,
flea markets, and public interest events. We would not sell anything or try
to sign up new NMRA members but would be solely an information source
on general model railroading issues and would assist the public, prospective modelers, new modelers, retiring modelers, and even experienced
modelers. Of course, reaching these aims will require willing volunteers to
sit (or stand) at the table for a couple hours and share your passion for the
hobby. Most shows would have a free entry pass, and the rest of the time
would be yours! The first opportunity is November 1 and 2, at the Great
Train Expo in Shakopee, although the official banner and table would not
be ready yet, this will be a repeat because we had a table the last time the
show was here. This is a great experience, and good exposure for TCD. I
know because I spent most of that Saturday at the table.
If you see something of interest, or that just puzzles you, bring it up to one
of the board members! We are always looking for new clinic ideas, or suggestions for the model contests focused on model railroading or prototypes.
Let’s all help to make this a hobby that more people can enjoy! There are a
lot more NMRA members out there than we see at the monthly meetings
and clinics. Do you have any ideas? Something you would be willing to
share? See you on October 9, my first meeting as your new Super.
Dave Hohle, Superintendent
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One cannot help noticing that the local railroads are getting their names in the paper regularly, perhaps
more than they would like. It is nice to have a lot of business, I suppose, but not so much that the tracks
and other infrastructure are strained to busting. It stands to reason that when excessive traffic/insufficient capacity impedes vital shipments, the overall economy will begin to suffer. Either oil
refineries will be short crude, or farmers’ prices will be depressed and shipping costs skyrocket.
How can we model these and other problems so that, somehow, our operations reflect real operational
snafus that, in reality, happen every day? Of course, on our layouts, there are plenty of internal operational snags such as derailments, electrical shorts, or loose couplers, but can we model the intangible
problems that lately have befallen our prototype brethren? Using waybills or our card system, we could
deliberately overbook our tracks so that our dispatcher can’t handle the traffic, breaks down, and has to
(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 1)

Then, there is the weird gem, James J. Hill’s business car, which the museum
did not identify as such until after they had acquired it in 1998. The St. Paul,
Minneapolis, and Manitoba Pullman was built in 1880 and was numbered A2
and then A16 and was retired in 1935. It
was used as an inn in Howard Lake, MN,
until it came to GSRM, which explains
the rather unorthodox roof lines for a
Pullman. GSRM folks estimate they’ll
need a cool million dollars to fix it up.
GSRM will begin regular operations to educate the public next spring. On
the first Saturday of every month from May until September, 2015, the NSP 4
will give rides, and volunteers will be available to show and discuss the other
pieces on the property. Text & photos by W Bjorlie

A Visit to Art Vandewater’s Winona and Southwestern
Twin Cities Division members were invited to visit Art
VanDeWater’s Winona and Southwestern layout in River
Falls, WI, in late June. The 15 x 25-foot layout is a backwoods
shortline featuring both standard and narrow gauge. The time
frame is 1941 –1954, and most of the power is steam. There is
only one diesel on the layout. Though no specific industries
are modeled, Art does a lot of scratch building and gets inspiration from structures that appear on the Franklin & South Manchester. Elijah Roth & Sons is a Fine Scale Miniatures kit, except for the figures and automobile, which Art added to the
scene. (See page 5 for more)
Fall 2014
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MEET RON OLSEN
Ron Olsen started railroad modeling about 20 years ago, but felt he needed more contact with other modelers in
order to improve his own skills and just to interact with others with similar interests. His interest was not so
much to seek advice, but to fill in missing information as he planned and began to work on his layout. An Nscaler, Ron joined the National Model Railroad Association about 13 years ago and has been active in the Twin
Cities Division for about 4 or 5 years, he reckons. Every Christmas, his two pre-teen children enjoy an aroundthe-tree train, just as he likely did upon receiving his own train set on a certain Christmas some years back.
Ron grew up in Rapid City, SD, and graduated with a degree in electrical
engineering from the School of Mines there after serving in the US Air
Force. He works in computer security. Another hobby interest of his is
amateur radio, and he holds a ham radio license.
Ron’s railroad is essentially still in the planning stage, but he is contemplating a layout modeling logging and mining, a reflection of his background in the Black Hills. As yet, he has not settled on a “favorite” railroad to run on his layout and may elect never to select one. His plan is
eventually to incorporate his railroad into his home’s living space rather
than relegate it to the basement or garage.
This year, Ron joined the Thousand Lakes Region’s contest team. At the
Sioux City convention last May, he was much in evidence in the contest
room, receiving the entries and observing the other judges to learn their
tricks of the trade. He will be the contest chair for the TLR, charged with
securing judges and lining up the award plaques, and he attends TLR board meetings in that capacity.
His philosophy about contests is refreshing: have fun. “Personally, I would not want a layout full of contestquality models,” he observes. “I would be scared to run it. I want to play!” He thinks that the popular-vote
contests that TCD runs at the regular meetings are preferable to a more formal judged contest because they tend
not to discourage participation. The TCD contest is a good foundation for fostering later entry into bigger,
more formal contests at the TLR and NMRA levels, he said.
Text and photo by W Bjorlie

(Continued from page 3)

go home for the evening. But wait! There might be more!
What if the train crew times out and has to stop in the middle of nowhere and wait to be replaced? Maybe the
taxi with the new crew won’t make it in time. Train delayed!!
With more potential lading than we have cars in position to haul it, car brokers will soon be trying to wring
more money out of shippers by raising the cost of guaranteeing adequate cars. What if the guarantees are no
good because our railroad simply can’t deliver the empty cars?
Lawsuits! Higher costs! Lower profits!
These problems can be modeled. Think of the game of Monopoly. Cards can be drawn from a deck so that difficulties can be assumed to be happening during the operating session. Payments for shipments and damages
could even be made and received with Monopoly money. The operating session might end in bankruptcy.
These transactions all could be handled with a computer.
Wayne Bjorlie, ed.
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NMRA CONVENTION LAYOUT TOURS
The National Model Railroad Association held its annual convention in Cleveland, OH, in July, and the Twin Cities
Division was well represented. So many activities were organized by the Cleveland folks that convention goers were
frustrated that a prototype day consists of only 24 hours. Layout tours and prototype visits were numerous. Accomplished modelers, such as those on the NMRA tours, always have delightful little details and vignettes that others can
learn from, i.e., copy. Here are five:

Clockwise: (1)Excellent scratch–built stock pens (2) Clever use of flats. Almost no full buildings.
(3)Warehouse and mill with necessary accoutrements. (4) Gondola load of junk using sprues as well as
other model junk. (5) Great vineyard.
Text & photos by W Bjorlie
The town of Bear Creek on Art VanDeWater’s layout. Most of the structures in the town are scratch
built, and in the center of the photo is a pair of
working Griswold signals.
Photos by Dave Hohle.

Fall 2014

5

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events

Sat, Oct 4 &
Sun, Oct 5

Iron Horse RR Museum, 24880 Morgan Ave, Chisago City, MN 55013. Fall
Leaf Special. (Train ride) 10 am—5 pm Tel 651-213-0391 for info.

Sat, Oct 4

St. James Model RR Club Swap Meet, Armstrong Armory, 521 Armstrong
Blvd N, St. James, MN 56081 8am-3pm Adm: $3

Sat, Oct 11&

Indianhead Model Train Show. Eau Claire, WI Eau Claire Indoor Sports
Center. 3456 Craig Road Eau Claire, WI 54701

Sun, Oct 12

Sat: 10am-5pm; Sun, 10am-4pm
Sat, Oct 18

Newport Model RR Club Train Show & Sale. 9:30am-3:00pm. Woodbury
High School, 2665 Woodlane Dr. Woodbury, MN 55125 Adm. $5, under 12
free. Tel. 952-200-9726 for info.

Sat, Nov 1 &
Sun, Nov 2

Great Train Expo , Canterbury Park, 1100 Canterbury Rd, Shakopee, MN
55379 10am-4pm. Adm is charged.

Sat, Nov 15

Granite City Train Show. National Guard Armory, 1710 Veterans’ Drive, St.
Cloud, MN 56301 10am-3pm. Adm. $6, under 11 free. Info: 320-255-0033 or
email edwardolson@cloudnet.com See granitecitytrainshow.com

Sat , Nov 22

Upper Midwest Train Show Century College, 3300 Century Ave N
(Hiway 120), White Bear Lake, MN 9am-2pm Adm: $5 Under 13 free.
Info: Tom Jefferson 651-894-2926

Sat, Nov 29

Twin Cities RR Museum Night Trains every Sat. night, 6-9pm. Adm: $10;

Thru Feb 21

$25 immed. Family; $30 extended family. Bandana Square, St. Paul

Sat, Dec 6

North Metro Model RR Club Fall Train Flea Market 9am-2pm. VFW , 1919
Coon Rapids Blvd. Coon Rapids 55433. Adm: $5, under 13 free.
WWW.nmmrc.org

Thurs, Dec 11 TCD-NMRA Great Holiday Train Auction and Sale. Jackson Street Roundhouse, 193 Pennsylvania Ave. E, St. Paul. Starts 7pm Adm: free
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TCD Timetable
Meetings at the Jackson Street Roundhouse 2014-15
Month
Oct 9

Contest
Clinic on Time Travel: “Through the Hole in the Wall”

Nov 13 TCD visits North Metro Model Railroad Club,
a 100% NMRA Club. Coon Rapids, MN

Open Loads

Model Railroad
Photography

Dec 11
TCD Holiday Meeting and Train Auction and Sale

Jan 8

Clinic on 3-D Printing

No Contest

Passenger
Equipment

Feb 12

Clinic on Planting Ground Cover, Including Static Grass

Mar 12 Clinic on Airbrushing

Maintenance of Way

Line-side
Structures
Modern Era

Apr 9

Clinic on Molding Parts and Pieces

Diesels
(Not 1st Gen.)

May 14 TCD Annual Meeting and Election of Officers

Fall 2014

Caboose

7

T H E C R O S S I N G G ATE

Subscribe or Renew
Now

Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA
4476 Mason Ave NE
St. Michael, MN 55376

THE CROSSING GATE!

Send $10 per year (two year max)
for printed black & white version by mail to:
Twin Cities Division
4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376
FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!!

Next 3 Meetings:
Oct 9, Nov 13, Dec 11
Jackson Street Roundhouse 7:00 PM
193 Pennsylvania Ave E St. Paul, MN 55130

Enclosed is $ ________ for _______ year(s).

□

□

New Subscriber
Renewing Subscriber
I want my CROSSI NG GAT E delivered by:
US Mail (paper, black/white)
Electronic mailing (email, color)

Aug 23-29, 2015
Portland, OR

□
□

Name: _______________________________
Address: ______________________________
City: ________________________________
State/Zip: _____________________________
Email: ________________________________
@ _________________________________
Phone: _______________________________
Preferred Modeling Gauge(s):_______________
____________________________________

We GRATEFULLY Acknowledge Contributors to This Issue:
Dave Hohle Art Vandewater John Stallman

Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors
These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support!
Becker's Model Railroad Supply
2166 Silver Lake Road
New Brighton, MN 55112
651.635.9480
http://members.aol.com/wcbecker

Hub Hobby Center
82 Minnesota Ave.
Little Canada, MN 55117
651.490.1675
http://hubhobbycenter.com

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway
P.O. Box 176
114 Depot RD
Osceola, WI 54020
715.755.3570
http://www.trainride.org

Choo Choo Bob’s
2050 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.5252

Hub Hobby Center
6416 Penn Avenue S
Richfield, MN 55423
612.866.9575
http://hubhobby.com

Osseo Train World
340 Central Avenue
Osseo, MN 55369
763.425.7171

Historic Rail
640 Taft St NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
651.635.0100
http://www.historicrail.com
Hobbytown USA
Bergen Plaza Shopping Center
7065 10th St. North
Oakdale, MN 55128
651 - 702 - 0355
www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

Scale Model Supplies
458 Lexington Parkway
Saint Paul, MN 55104
651.646.7781
http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com

