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NMRA 75th AT MILWAUKEE 

The 2010 NMRA Convention is 
history, and the attention of those 
with responsibilities for such mat-
ters has already shifted forward to 
2011 and Sacramento, California. 
There were tours, clinics, layouts, 
and a fantastic train show.   It was 
a well organized convention in a 
pleasant location.  The fellowship 
among model railroaders was an 
ever-present by-product that will 
out-last most of the “stuff.”  

Imagine That! Laser Art Products 

Perhaps the convention’s most spectacular item, it greeted ar-
rivals to the floor of the National Train Show.  Its skyscraper 

was about 8 feet tall, and the module, structure, or whatever it 
was, measured about  10 feet across by 4 feet deep.  This did 

not look like an amateur job.   
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Twin Cities Division 
www.tcdnmra.org 

Board of Directors 
For all Division business or questions: 

Superintendent 
Ron Bodin 

super@tcdnmra.org 
To volunteer to give a clinic: 
Assistant Superintendent 

Ken Zieska 
asuper@tcdnmra.org 

To volunteer for a train show or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
Tracy McKibben 
clerk@tcdnmra.org 

For membership problems,  
THE CROSSING GATE  

subscription / address problems,  
or website issues: 

Paymaster 
Eric Boone 

tcdpaymaster@peremarquette.net  
For article or photo submissions: 
THE CROSSING GATE Editor  

Wayne Bjorlie 
editor@tcdnmra.org 

For hobby shop or door prize questions: 
Public Relations 
Dennis Louden 
pr@tcdnmra.org 

Director at Large 
Bill Dredge 

assistant@tcdnmra.org 

Chairpersons 
For Golden Spike or  

NMRA Certificate questions: 
NMRA Achievement Program 

Dave Hamilton 
763-449-0058 

ap@tcdnmra.org 
To volunteer your layout for a tour,  

or suggest one: 
Layout Tour Chairperson 

Arthur Hill 
tours@tcdnmra.org  

Education Chairperson 
Ken Zieska 

ed@tcdnmra.org 
Popular Vote Contest Chairperson 

Steve Nitti 
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THE CROSSING GAT E is published 
quarterly by the Twin Cities Division 
of the Thousand Lakes Region of the 
National Model Railroad Association. 
Material may be reprinted with per-
mission. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are 
heartily encouraged and will be enthu-
siastically accepted! The preferred 
format would be in Rich Text Format 
(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we 
will accept any format (from a PC or 
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, or 
handwritten). Send it to your editor by 
regular mail to THE CROSSING GAT E, 

1922 Christensen Ave, W. St. Paul, MN 
55118, or by email to editor@tcdnmra.org. 

 Milwaukee.  My first NMRA Convention!  It was a low-key thrill.   

 Especially during one’s early years in the hobby, excitement is easy to come by.  

I can still taste the first time I entered a well-stocked train store.  Much of the 

stuff I had seen in the train magazines and dreamed about came to life and was 

available for the picking, even though my budget couldn’t stretch far enough.  I 

am hard-put to assign a label to that experience.  Not Christmas.  Not first love.  

Just…a strange kind of fulfillment.  The Milwaukee convention evoked in me a 

similar reaction. 

  The clinics were fantastic.  It is impossible to say how exciting and informative 

were the various meetings on everything from building buildings to painting them 

to painting vehicles to fueling them.  Because I plan to have four gas stations on 

my layout, one of the most informative and important clinics for me was one on 

gas stations. That guy had pictures of several decades’ worth of gas stations, from 

everywhere.   

 Switching tracks, the issue of how to handle future issues of the Crossing Gate 

remains pending.  NO letters to the editor came in on that.  No one cares.  We 

likely will go to all electronic unless strong cases are made at the TCD meeting 

on October 14 to stay as we are.  

 

I hope you had a great summer.  As fall approaches, it’s time to think about model 

railroading again. We have had many changes on the TCD Board.  Wayne Bjorlie is 

our new Crossing Gate editor.  Our new chief clerk (secretary) is Tracy McKibben, 

and our new contest director will be Dave Hohle. 

 We’re also going to change the clinics by presenting more hands-on experiences for 

members.  The first will be a clinic on decaling buildings presented by Neal Hovind 

on October 14.  In coming months, the hands-on approach will include mold mak-

ing.  You can participate only by attending regular TCD meetings. 

 The Christmas auction this year will be exciting.  It will be held during the  Divi-

sion meeting on December 9.  If you have something to donate, please bring it to the 

October, November, or even the December meeting.  Or if you know somebody that 

has one item or ten items or anything, have them contact me:  ronbodin@gmail.com    

Remember, the Christmas auction is one of our biggest fund raisers for the entire 

year. 

 Did you know the train depot at Dassel has gone up for auction? What a loss for 

train enthusiasts!   

 Did you make it to Milwaukee?  It was a very good convention and train show.           

        Ron Bodin,  Superintendent 

http://tcdnmra.org
mailto:ronbodin@Gmail.com
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 In Winnipeg, plans for next May’s TLR convention were presented. It will be held in Dubuque, IA.  Following that, 

in 2012, the convention will be in Sioux Falls, SD.  After that, no plan.  I heard various gentle suggestions that the 

Twin Cities would be a good place for the 2013 convention.  Are we up for it?  This would be good topic for discus-

sion at the October 14 meeting of the TCD.     wb 

  

At their August meeting, the Board of Twin Cities Division decided to purchase a membership in the Great River 

Valley System N-Track club as a way to gain publicity for TCD.  This will allow the TCD, as a group, to build an 

N-Trak time saver module. The GRVS Club will show interested TCD members how to build the module and 

operate it.  After it is constructed, the module will be stored at the Round House.  TCD members can then bring it 

to any of our own shows or to any shows to which GRVS is invited.  The time saver module can be plugged into 

the GRVS layout, and any TCD member can run the module.  As a result of TCD’s membership in GRVS, any 

TCD member will be welcome to attend GRVS meetings.  Talk to me about it.           Steve Nitti  

TCD Board Joins N-Trak Club 

For the 2010-2011 season, the Twin Cities Division has a full schedule of clinics which will be held at the 
Jackson Street Roundhouse.  Our clinics have been chosen to help you enjoy the hobby of model rail-
roading by doing.  In October, we will see and try techniques for building plastic structures. In Novem-
ber, we have two outstanding layout builders who will share with us their great techniques for building 
a layout from the bare wood to the finished scene.  In January, Mike Engler will show us how he creates 
his award winning structures and help us build a "make and take" kit for ourselves. February’s program 
features hands-on learning from some of the Division’s most experienced modelers. In March, we start 
thinking about getting outside to railfan so the evening will be packed with railroad history of the Twin 
Cities. You will see what the railroad scene looked like in the past and get ideas on where to go watch 
trains today. April’s program will be "Modeling with the Masters", our annual exploration of the NMRA 
achievement program and an opportunity to hear from Division members who are working on or have 
their MMR.  Even if you are not currently considering getting achievement recognition, the evening will 
be filled with model railroad tips and techniques.   
Take a look at the monthly popular vote modeling contest, it is open to all of our members, the only rule 
is that the model must be one that you have "added value" to.  We are interested in what you have done 
and want to see it and have you share with us your techniques.  Also this year, look for a couple of great 
layout tour programs and other special events.  Get the most from your NMRA membership.  Come out 
and enjoy the hobby of model railroading with the Twin Cities Division.                         Ken Zieska 

Exciting Clinics and Contests  Announced  

for 2010-2011 Season at TCD Meetings. 

Easy details 
to build.  
Seen on lay-
out tour at 
NMRA 75 in 
Milwaukee.   
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Scanning of  NMRA’S Kalmbach Memorial Library Photos 

In NMRA Magazine (formerly Scale Rails) you’ve seen the “Timeframes” series of photographs on the 

magazine’s last page. All of those are shots taken from the Kalmbach Memorial Library (KML) archives. 

Our library has over 100,000 images, negatives, slides, plans, and drawings, and only a handful have ever 

been seen by NMRA members because they would have had to travel to NMRA Headquarters in Chatta-

nooga to flip through the files. 

That will change if members support NMRA’s Diamond Club. The Diamond Club is a fundraiser specifi-

cally designed to support enhancing the content of our website at www.nmra.org.  Our first accomplish-

ment will be to scan those 100,000 images and make them available for download on our website. 

 Scanning of photographs began in August.  We estimate that the first batch of photographs will be avail-

able for viewing online sometime in the first quarter of 2011.  Putting the entire library online will be 

costly because we will make each photo searchable.  We want users to find exactly the photograph 

they’re looking for, around the clock.  NMRA members will receive a substantial discount.   

 It’s important to remember that the Diamond Club still hasn’t reached its projected goal of $75,000.  If 

you want to help, please send your donation to: The Diamond Club, NMRA, 4121 Cromwell Road, Chat-

tanooga, TN 37421, or do it online at www.nmra.org/diamondclub         Gerry Leone 

The 2010 Auction is coming.  Are you ready? 

It’s time to start thinking about our annual December Auction, and how you are going to help support 

your club.   It's time to gather your forgotten treasures to let them become someone’s new found treas-

ures. The more participation we have, the more fun we all can have. Once again, the Auction will be the 

major fund raiser for the Division. This year we will have some special items for live auction as well 

as a normal "Chinese” auction.   

The Chinese auction works like this: TCD members and sponsors donate their unused or unwanted (but 

in good shape) model railroad items - any scale - to the Division. At the December 9th meeting, partici-

pants will buy special Chinese auction tickets for the normal door prize price (6 for $5, 15 for $10). 

They can put as many tickets as they choose into the "drawing cup" located next to each of the prizes. 

The more tickets a participant adds to any one cup, the better his/her chances of winning that item. The 

auctioneers will draw a ticket out of each drawing cup, in turn, and the winner takes home that item. 

Simple! 

 This year, with each item you donate, you will receive a special ticket that can be used to bid on a spe-

cial prize for donors ONLY!  Neal Chapman will collect your donations at the October 14th and Novem-

ber 11th TCD meetings.  Please try not to wait until the December 9th meeting to donate.   

What is your favorite local hobby store?   Do they offer NMRA/TCD members a discount?  Would you 

be willing to contact them and solicit contributions for our monthly and Christmas Auctions?  I’ll pro-

vide you with all you need to know to ask for their support and for them to receive a listing on our web 

site and Crossing Gate issues for the coming year. Please contact Neal at nwchapman@comcast.net with 

this information.                  Neal Chapman 

http://www.nmra.org/diamondclub
http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=nwchapman@comcast.net


Fall 2010 5 

Twin Cities Area 

Hobby Shows & Railfanning Events 

 Sat Oct 16   

   AND  

Sat Jan 15 

Woodbury Flea Market 

Location:  Woodbury Senior High School, 2665 Woodlane Dr, Woodbury, MN 10AM-3PM 

For information, call: 952-200-9729 or email ic_geeps@yahoo.com 

Sat & Sun   

Oct 23-24 

 

St. Alphonsus Charity Train Show 

Location: St Alphonsus School Gym. 7031 Halifax Ave, Brooklyn, Center, MN 55429 

Sat 10AM-5PM; Sun 9AM-3PM   Adm: Food or cash donation 

For information contact: C.J. Pappas 763-585-8150 or email:  cooltrainguy@gmail.com 

Sat 

Nov 20 

Greater Upper Midwest Train Show 

Location: Century College,  White Bear Lake, MN ,  9AM-2PM  Adm: $5 12 & under free  

For information, contact: Tom Jefferson at 651-429-2885 (home) or 651-429-4463  (fax) 

Sat & Sun 

Nov 20-21 

World’s Greatest Hobby On Tour 

St. Paul River Centre,  199 Kellogg Blvd,      10AM-5PM   Adm. $10   Under 16 Free 

Sat Dec 11 Granite City Train Show 

National Guard Armory, 1710 Veterans’ Dr  St Cloud, MN  9AM-3:30PM 

Adm: $5  Under 12 Free  For information, call 320-255-0033 or email edwardolson@cloudnet.com 

Or look at www.granitecitytrainshow.com  

Sat 

Jan 29 

Great Tri-State Rail Sale,  Civic Center,  LaCrosse, WI  9AM-3PM  Adm $5  Under 12 free 

For information, call:  608-780-2543 or  email 4000foundation@gmail.com 

Submit events for listing to James Bernier at jrbernier@hotmail.com 

Ed Schultz’s  Maine Central,  Portland Division 

MEC Portland Div. runs past great DPM and 

Downtown Deco buildings, right by Ed’s 

photo-shopped harbor full of Maine lobster 

boats.      

Ed’s layout was featured in the TCD Spring tour.  He 

has many scenery tricks that combine paint and photos, 

and a tremendous collection of Maine and other North-

east rolling stock and locos.   Ed’s a wiring pro, too.  
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Subscribe or Renew  

Now to 

THE CROSSING GATE! 

Send $10 per year (two year max)  

for printed black & white version by mail 

to: 

Twin Cities Division  

4476 Mason Ave NE, St. Michael, MN 55376 

FULL COLOR EMAIL VERSION FREE!! 

(No renewal necessary for email) 

Enclosed is $   ________  for   

 year(s). 

 New Subscriber □ Renewing Subscriber

 □ 

I want my CROSSING GATE delivered by: 

 US Mail (paper, black/white) □ 

 Electronic mailing (email, color) □ 

Name:   

Address:  

City:   

State/Zip:  

Email:  

   @  

Phone:   

Preferred Modeling Gauge(s):  

Preferred Prototype Railroad(s):  

  

Train Rides 

Osceola, WI 

or 

Jackson 

Street 

Roundhouse,  

Present this coupon for 

$2 off any  

Adult Fare at Osceola 

or 

$1 off any  

Roundhouse Ticket 

Valid 

Osceola, WI: 

May–October 

Roundhouse:  Year ’round on  

regular schedules only 

(715) 755-3570 

www.trainride.org 

TCD08 

TCD LAYOUT TOURS  Oct 30, 2010 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE:  

Steve Nitti   Art Hill  Neal Chapman  

Ken Zieska  Gerry Leone   Ed Schultz 

THANKS! 

 

DON’T FORGET OUR 

CHRISTMAS AUCTION! 

Time – 1:00 – 5:00 PM  Limited to NMRA members and one guest. 

 Steve Doyle  . 

 Steve has constructed an “S” Scale layout that includes some of the 

most spectacular scenes in the area. His scene of downtown Chi-

cago, which is built in HO scale, has a wonderful use of forced per-

spective. At night, this scene has dozens of neon signs. The farm 

scene is equally impressive. 

 Bill Brigg’s Layout, Hosted by Doug Hodgdon 

 With Bill’s untimely death, we are grateful that Mrs. Briggs has 

continued to make the layout accessible and to Doug, who assisted 

in the layouts construction, to host the event.  The house was con-

structed to hold the layout . Through the use of scaffolding and 

popups, unusually deep vistas are created that give the illusions of 

miles across. The layout takes up two rooms.  For those who have 

seen this layout before, many new structures have been added to fur-

ther the impact of the many scenes.  

 Gerry Leone   

Gerry is one of Minnesota’s most published Master Modelers. His 

modest size layout has many inspiring scenes. Gerry has added a 

couple of new scenes to this layout and has gained much recognition 

as an author and photographer.  His fishing scene, where you can see 

the fish swimming in the lake, is a favorite, though his new scene 

with the mirrors is breathtaking, too.    Art Hill 
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Next Twin Cities Division 

Meeting October 14, 2010 
7:00 PM 

 

Jackson Street Roundhouse 

193 E Pennsylvania Ave,  St. Paul 

Clinic: Neil Hovind, The Building Guy 

By the time you read this, your opportunity to visit the old Great Northern depot in Dassel, MN, and view 

its railroadiana also will have passed into history.  Many TCD members likely passed by there and took the 

Depot’s pleasant, gentle trip to railroading’s past.  In 1985, when the Burlington Northern decided to tear 

down the old depot at Cokato, MN, Mr. Howard Page, a Dassel businessman, purchased the building.  He 

had it cut it in half, moved to Dassel, and reassembled.  "It was just too bad not to have it available to the 

people", said Page. "It's the history of what happened in the United States, really".   

 The Depot’s subsequent collection of railroadiana was partly donated by Dassel-area residents.  The mu-

seum’s acquisition of the famous “Railroad Memories Bar” of Spooner, WI, increased the collection by 

over 1,000 pieces, including lights, bells, whistles, signs, tools, and even a two-man hand car.  wb 

Historic Dassel Depot Closed 

TCD Timetable    

 Schedule for Meetings at the Roundhouse   2010-2011 Season  

Month  First Clinic  Second Clinic  Contest  

Oct 14  Neil Hovind  

The building guy  

Neil Hovind  

Billboards on Buildings  

 

Cars in Grain Service 

Nov 11 Dave Jasper 

Scenery-   

The last 30 Feet 

Greg Smith 

Build Layout with a  

Solid Start 

 

Modules 

 

Dec 9 

 

Holiday Auction 

 

Holiday Auction 

 

No Contest 

Jan 13 

  

Mike Engler 

Buildings and 

Dioramas 

Mike Engler 

Hands-on 

Techniques 

 

Dioramas & Tank Cars 

Feb 10 Modeling techniques, static grass, air 

brush, decal  

Bring a project to show or ask advice Passenger cars; sound equipped locos 

Mar 10 Twin Cities RR history presentations 

& roundtable 

Share your favorite railfan spots and 

photos 

Twin Cities Railfan Photos 

Apr 14 Modeling with the  Masters NMRA Achievement Program Open Top cars w/ loads 

May 12 TCD Annual Meeting Election of Officers No Contest 
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Local Twin Cities Hobby Shop Sponsors 

These listings are sponsors of the Twin Cities Division. Please show them your support! 

Becker's Model Railroad Supply 

2166 Silver Lake Road 

New Brighton, MN  55112 

651.635.9480 

http://members.aol.com/wcbecker 

Hub Hobby Center 

82 Minnesota Ave. 

Little Canada, MN  55117 

651.490.1675 

http://hubhobbycenter.com 

Osceola & St. Croix Valley Railway 

P.O. Box 176 

114 Depot RD 

Osceola, WI  54020 

715.755.3570 

http://www.trainride.org 

Choo Choo Bob’s  

2050 Marshall Avenue 

Saint Paul, MN  55104 

651.646.5252 

Hub Hobby Center 

6416 Penn Avenue S 

Richfield, MN  55423 

612.866.9575 

http://hubhobby.com 

Osseo Train World 

340 Central Avenue 

Osseo, MN  55369 

763.425.7171 

Historic Rail 

121 5th Ave NW 

New Brighton, MN  55112 

651.635.0100 

http://www.historicrail.com 

KDC Model Trains 

915 Hopkins Ctr. 

Hopkins, MN  55343 

952.938.5456 

http://www.KDC-Trains.com 

Scale Model Supplies 

458 Lexington Parkway 

Saint Paul, MN  55104 

651.646.7781 

http://www.scalemodelsupplies.com 

Hobbytown USA 

Bergen Plaza Shopping Center 

7065 10th St. North 

Oakdale, MN 55128 

651 - 702 - 0355 

www.hobbytown.com/mnoak  

 
 Support your Local Businesses! 

Next Three Meetings: 

 October 14, November 11, December 9 at 7 PM 

Where: 

 Jackson Street Roundhouse 

 193 Pennsylvania Ave E 

 St. Paul, MN  55130 

Twin Cities Division, TLR, NMRA 

4476 Mason Ave NE 

St. Michael, MN  55376 

ATTEND TCD LAYOUT TOURS  

http://www.hobbytown.com/mnoak

